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g Pusuiic Law 601, 79TH Coneress 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-Ameri- 
can Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], 
chapter 753, 2d session, which provides: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America, in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
RULE X 


BEC. 121, STANDING COMMITTEES 


> * * * * * . 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members 
RuLeE XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


* > * . + * * 

(gq) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and at- 
tacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in 
any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such in- 
vestigation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, er has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by 


any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 








RULES ADOPTED BY THE 83D CONGRESS 


House Resolution 5, January 3, 1953 


. * a ~ . - 
Rule X 
STANDING COMMITTEES 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Congress, 
the following standing committees: 

* + ~ o - ~ = 

(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 

RvuLE XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
7 * 7 a + a - 

17. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(a) Un-American activities. 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make, from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in 
any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person desig- 
nated by any such chairman or member. 
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INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
STATE OF MICHIGAN—Part 8 


(Flint) 


FRIDAY, APRIL 30, 1954 


Unrrep Srates House or RepresenraTIveEs, 
CoMMITTEE ON UN-AmeERICAN ACTIVITIES, 


Lansing, Mich. 
EXECUTIVE AFTERNOON SESSION ? 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
met, pursuant to call, at 3:05 p. m., Representative Kit Clardy being 
present. 

Committee member present: Hon. Kit Clardy. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Donald 
T. Appell, investigator. 

Mr. Ciarpy. The hearing will be in order. Mr. Counsel, are you 
ready ? 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Criarpy. Will you stand, witness, and be sworn? You do sol- 
emly swear that the testimony you are about to give will be the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

The Wirness. I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is the practice of the committee to advise all 
witnesses a appear before it that they have the privilege of consult- 
ing counsel during the course of their interrogation if they desire to 
do it. Having noted that you do not have counsel with you, I assume 


that you do not desire counsel. 
The Witness. No. 


TESTIMONY OF WITNESS X° 


Mr.Tavenner. Have you had occasion in the past to work for any 
agency of the United States Government within the Communist 
Party? ¢ 

The Wrrness. Yes, I have. 

Mr. Tavenner. What agency of the Government was that? 

The Wrrness. The Federal Bureau of Investigation. I would like 
to put on record that I did not work for them; I cooperated with them. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you state that you cooperated with them, do 
you mean to state that you worked for compensation or that you 
worked for them without compensation ? 
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1 Released by the committee. 
2Name of witness not released 
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The Wrrness. I refused compensation. 

Mr. Tavenner. oe motivated you in undertaking that work? 

The Wrrness. Well, at the time I had several contacts with the Com- 
munist Party, well-known Communists who happened to be the same 
nationality I was, and an agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
asked if 1 wouldn't escnhedbe with them since it was apparent that 
I had very few Communist ideas, and it was not likely that I was a 
Communist. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were willing to accept that undertaking, were 
you not! 

The Wirness. After consideration, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Had you been a member of the Communist Party 
or affiliated in any manner with it prior to this arrangement with the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation ? 

The Wirness. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did the work that you agreed to do require you to 
become a member of the Communist Party ? 

The Wrrness. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you become a member? 

The Wrrness. September of 1949. 

Mr. Tavenner. And how long did you remain a member ? 

The Wirness. Until 1952; I believe it was 1952. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you state the date in 1952 when you ceased to 
perform this service for the Federal Bureau of Investigation ? 

The Wrrness. Well, it was in the spring, April. I don’t know 
exactly. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the period of your membership at the re- 
quest of the Federal Bureau of Investigation did you report the activi- 
ties observed by you to the Federal Bureau of Investigation ? 

The Wrrness. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, where you be- 
came a member of the Communist Party? That is, in what city, and 
also state the circumstances under which you got into the party. 

The Wirness. I became a Communist, member of the Communist 
Party, in Flint Mich., and at the time of my membership it was gen- 
erally agreed that no cards were issued, so I paid a membership fee, ‘and 
I was automatically a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenn} R. Were you assigned to a unit or group of the Com- 
munist Party when you first became a member ? 

The Wrrness. Yes, I was. I was assigned to the Labor Youth 
League and the Progressive Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of your assignment to the 
Labor Youth League and the Progressive Party? Let us begin first 
with the Labor Youth League. 

The Wirness. At that time there were quite a number of Commu- 
nists who were classified as youth, and because I was young and 
because of what they considered my contacts with the youth of Flint 
and my long association with the people of Flint, they felt that I 
would be best suited for that cas tanie organization. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to your being assigned to the Labor Youth 
League did you attend a regular meeting of a Communist Party 
group ¢ 

The Wirness. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the name of that group ? 
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The Wrrness. The Youth Club of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall where it met ? 

The Wirness. Yes, I recall where it met, at 1814 Jasmine Street. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that a private residence ? 

The Wirness. Yes, it was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Whose home was it? 

The Wirness. It was the Baxter residence, and Louis and Bolza 
had an apartment, and the meeting was held in the apartment. 

Mr. Tavenner. What business was conducted at that meeting? 

The Wrrness. It was financial; the business was taken care of. I 
believe at that time Jimmy Zarichny—his Christian name is James 
Zarichny—had an educational forum, I would say, where the various 
so-called attacks upon Communists were discussed, and I believe at 
that meeting it was recognized that the future was to hold more 
martyrdom for the Communists. I was introduced as a new member, 
and there were various members that had not attended who they be- 
lieved were not to continue their membership because of their lack of 
interest. 

I don’t recall the names except one, and it was a young girl, and 
they thought it was best that she remain out of the Communist Party. 
They never really considered her a Communist. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you recall who took the leading parts in the 
business that came before that meeting ? 

The Wrrness. Yes, I can. Bolza Baxter, Jimmy Zarichny, and 
Louis Baxter. Bolza was the chairman, and Jimmy had the forum I 
spoke of, and Louis, as usual, pounded out his theories and made a 
valuable contribution to the whole meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many were in attendance at this meeting ? 

The Wirness. Approximately eight. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was it at this meeting which you have referred to 
that you were assigned by the Communist Party to work in the Labor 
Youth League? 

The Wirness. No, I was not assigned at this meeting. Assignments 
aren't given out that readily. It was at a later meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was the matter discussed at this meeting? 

The Wirness. No, it was not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did a discussion take place at this meeting regard- 
ing the importance of Communist Party work within the Labor Youth 
League ? 

The Wirness. No. 

Mr. TavennerR What directions were given at this meeting as to the 
time and manner in which the group would meet again ? 

The Wrrness. There were no specific directions given. The group 
was told that they would be notified of a future meeting, and the future 
meeting which was referred to was not spoken of in a, shall we say, 
definite manner. It was put on a very inconsistent basis, at some time 
soon the group would be hearing from the chairman. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that information given in such a way as to in- 
dicate some unusual action was proposed to be taken ? 

The Wirness. Yes: in view of the discussion that had ensued, I 
would say yes. 

Mr. TAavenner. When did the next meeting occur? 

The Wrrness. In September. It was about 2 weeks later 

Mr. TavenneErR. Where was the meeting held. 











5490 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN 


The Wrrness. The meeting was held in a farmhouse near Lapeer. 
At any rate, it is in Lapeer County, and the farmhouse, I believe, is or 
was owned by a trade union. The name of the trade union I do not 
know. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether the meeting was held in this 
farmhouse with the knowledge and consent of the oflicials of the trade 
union / 

The Wrrness. It is just my opinion that the trade union had little 
if no knowledge of the activities that were at the farmhouse. It hap- 
pened that a caretaker by the name of Frank—I do not recall his last 
name—was considered very progressive and in sympathy with the 
Communists, and when arrangements were to be made as toa meeting 
place, well, Frank was contacted. This arrangement not only was as 
far as meetings were concerned, but if someone wished to drop out to 
the farmhouse for recreational purposes, such as fishing or just going 
out for a drive, they would very often drop in on Frank. As far as 
I could observe, the farmhouse was isolated to a degree, and there was 
no one that could really ol ata activity. 

Mr. Tavenner. Upon arriving at this meeting what did you ascer- 
tain was 1ts purpose 

The WITNESS. We were told to meet on a Saturday afternoon at 
this farmhouse, and when we arrived, we found people from out of 
town there. I was quite surprised because I had thought that the 
meeting was more a recreational one than a business one. After we 
arrived, the out-of-towner, Jack Gore, presided as chairman, and we 
were told at that time that the Communist Youth Club was being dis- 
solved and that from now on the youth would be categorized as the 
Labor Youth League and the Young Progressives, often called the 
xr. 

The reason for dissolving the Communist Youth clubs was that they 
felt that there was a national need for a Marxist youth organization 
and a national need for a youth organization whose function was a 
progressive one, but not necessarily a Marxist one. At this meeting 
it was brought out that with the trend of the times as they were, in- 
cluding such factors as unemployment, war, that the youth was ready 
to be moved into progressive channels, and yet because of the hysteria 
of communism existing in the country at the time, they would be 
hesitant to join a known Communist group. 

At this meeting it was pointed out that the leaders had met previ- 
ously and had discussed these questions, and it was felt that the Labor 
Youth League and the Young Progressives would make a far more 
valuable contribution than would the Communist youth if they were 
known as Communist youth. Naturally there were several questions 
asked, one of them being, “Well, does this mean we are not Commu- 
nists any more?” They were answered that, no, it did not mean they 
were not Communists any more because they would still abide by the 
rules and regulations of the section committee, and that they would 
still have contact with the Communist Party, but it would not be as 
active a contact as they would have had previous to the organization 
of the Labor Youth League and the YP. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you learn from any of the persons present of 
any action that had been taken on a national level regarding the youth 
work in the Communist Party ? 
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The Wirness. Yes, I did. In May of 1949 I understand—although 
I was not present at that meeting—that the national youth leaders of 
the Communist Party met in Chicago, on the north side, I believe. 
At this meeting it was decided that the Labor Youth League and the 
YP would be much more of a vanguard organization than the young 
Communists working within the framework of the Communist Party. 

Mr. TavenneR. From whom did you learn that ? 

The Witness. I learned it from Bolza Baxter. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he state whether or not he had been in attend- 
ance at that meeting? 

The Wrrness. He had not been in attendance. I think he was 
rather hurt that he wasn’t in attendance, but he had received instruc- 
tions as far as the meeting was concerned from Jack Gore who was at 
that time the State chairman. He was decided to be State chairman 
at that meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was it at this meeting that the matter of your 
assignment to the Labor Youth League was discussed and decided 
upon ¢ 

The Witness. Yes, it was at this meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. What further discussion was there at this meeting 
regarding the assignment of Communist Party members to the Labor 
Youth League and to the Young Progressives or any other organiza- 
tions ? 

The Wirness. It was felt at that meeting that myself, because I 
was a native Flintite, that it would be best if I worked with the 
Labor Youth League. It was also felt at that time that if the people 
were broken into halves—for instance, half native young people and 
the other half out-of-towners, colonizers, which I am sure will be 
taken up later—that the Flint people could give them directions as 
to the environment in Flint and the activities of Flint, the history of 
Flint, so therefore not all out-of-towners were put in YP and not all 
out-of-towners were put in LYL because there had to be some that 
were from Flint and that were well-known who could give directions 
to the out-of-towners. 

It was felt that the out-of-towners very often were not known, so 
therefore were not trusted, but if you were from Flint and had been 
a resident of Flint for quite some time, then naturally you would have 
long-time associations with various groups and individuals, and so 
forth. 

Mr. Tavenner. What other assignments, if any, were made at this 
meeting ? 

The Wrrnerss. The primary assignments were made to LYL and 
YP, as I have stated before. However, there were a few individuals 
who were taken out of youth work completely because they were shop 
workers, one of them a shop worker of long standing, so therefore it 
was felt that he would be of much more use to work directly with the 
trade unions than to be working with youth groups. Interestingly 
enough, the age factor did not play a great part in this because there 
were older people that did work with youth groups that were the 
same age as the ones that were taken out. 

Mr. TavenNER. You mentioned a moment ago that there were colon- 
izers in the Flint area. Will you tell the committee, please, what you 
meant by the use of this term ? 
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The Wirness. The word “colonizer” was used quite frequently at 
that time, and at that time it meant peop le who were sent by the 
Communist Party from other cities, principally New York, to come 
to industrial areas to help aad to further the aims of the Communist 
Party within a given area. a this area it would naturally be Flint. 

However. after a pel od it \ asuggve stion ot the Comn unis { Party 
that the word “colonizer” be aan since when people would come 
in to work within a give area, they should immediately acclimatize 
themselves to the area to which they were sent; therefore, thinking of 
themselves as colonizers pe ‘with ties in other cities did not help the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state to the committee, please, who were 
known to you to have been sent in to the Flint area as colonizers, the 
States from where they were sent, if you know, and all other facts 
within your knowledge which would demonstrate the purpose for 
which they were sent. In answering this question it would also be 
well for you to state what assignments the individual persons were 
given in the Communist Party as a result of the meeting which you 
have been describing. 

The Wrrness. The colonizers for the most part were sent to 
Michigan from New York City. Now, it is generally known, I be- 
lieve, that New York has a proportion of Communist members in 
the Communist Party which isa higher proportion than in other areas, 
any other given area in the country. Now, the Communists in New 
York had not worked in industry, had not participated in trade-union 
struggles; they were considered more of intellectual Communists, so 
that the leadership of the Communist Party felt that these people 
should learn more of the various aspects of industrial life, and as they 
would phrase it, to learn more of the struggles of the trade-union 
movement and of the struggles of the people who had to be Commu- 
nists and work in trade-union movements. These persons from New 
York were asked to come into the industrial areas. Some of their oc- 
cupations were certainly not industrial. Some were college students; 
some were recent college graduates; some were housewives. 

Upon their assignment to an industrial area they were sent to the 
district headquarters in Detroit, and from there reassigned to other 
industrial areas. It should be made clear right now that these people 
were sent not openly—by that I means they were instructed to be quite 
secretive—very often they were not to let their friends in school, let 
their friends in their social life in New York, know what they were 
doing, and it was a highly secretive operation. 

After they would come to Detroit, many of them stayed here, and 
there were a few assigned to Flint. 

After they arrived in Flint, their immediate purpose was not to 
dally too much, but to put in an immediate application into the auto 
factories. In fact, it went on so far that they were even told what 
factory to put their application in because they wouldn’t want all the 
Communists, for instance, to work at Buick as Chevrolet needed a 
few, too, as did Fisher and AC. 

Their presence in Flint was not known immediately. The reason 
for this, of course, is the 3 months’ seniority in the shop. After 
their 3 months’ seniority in the shop was completed, then they would 
be working more closely with the Communists. 
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During this 3 months’ initial period while they were working In 
the factory, they were the epitome of good behavior. They dis 
cussed no que stions. They became quite friendly with the workers. 
In fact, some of them were quite opposite to the left. Our propor 
tion of colonizers was low, much to the chagrin of the Communist or- 
ganizers because many of the colonizers were so used to the big city 
life in New York that they rather liked Detroit because it seemed 
more like home to them than coming up to Flint. 

However, we did have our share, 1 would say, a good 15 or 20. 

Mr. 'TAVENNER. Will you olive the committee the names of those 
who came into the Flint area who were classified as colonists in the 
Communist Party ¢ 

The Wirness. I will try. It was very difficult at first to learn their 
proper or correct hames, Very often the y would use a pseudo hame 
or nickname, but as the months went by, of course you became more 
familiar with them, and you worked w ith them, so naturally you knew 
their names and their histories. There was one Howard Falk who 
was an electrical engineer, I believe, and a eraduate of one of the col 
leges in New York. and I believe it was City Collecve of New York 
Howard came from a mide lle Cc |: iss background. He obtaimed work at 
the Buick motor division and was assigned to LYL as its secretary 
luter elected se cretary. 


Mr. Tavenner. Let me interrupt you at this point. I desire to 
introduce in evidence and ask that it be received as Witness X Ex 
No. 1, a letter from James S. Peace, associate dean of the ¢ ity College, 


] 


addressed to Donald T. Appell, investigator of this committee, relat- 
ing to the educational attainments of Mr. Howard Falk, from which 
it appears that on September 1, 1949, he was awarded a bachelor of 
electrical engineering degree. 

Mr. Cuarpy. That may be received at this point. 

(The letter from James S. Peace to Donald T. Appell, marked “Wit 
ness X Exhibit No. 1.” was received in evidence. ) 

Mr. TAavENNER. I desire also to introduce into ey idence § a photostatie 
copy of an application for employment in the Buick plant, motor divi 
sion, Flint, Mich., of Howard Falk and ask that it be received : 
Witness X exhibit No. 2. 

Mr. Cruarpy. It may be so received in evidence. 

(The photostatic copy of application of Howard Falk, marked 
“Witness X Exhibit No. 2.” was received in evidence. ) 

Mr. 'Tavenner. It is noted from this application that Mr. Falk does 
not give information indicating that he has received an engineering 
degree, but, on the contrary, merely shows that he took a course in 
engineering from 1944 to 1945 w hae according to the exhibit No. 1, he 
received his degree September 1, 1949. From your knowledge of the 
way in which colonization to wg place in Flint, have you any explana- 
tion to make of that variance between the facts and the application ? 

The Wrrness. Well, I might be able to clear it up. It would look 
very odd to the Buick motor division to classify a man who had an 
engineering degree and who requested just laboring work. It would 
probably cause them to become suspicious of his motives of employ- 
ment. So therefore it was party directive that if such a degree were 
obtained, not to mention it. 








1 Retained in committee files. 











5494 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN 


If you had a degree and you asked for assembly-line work, don’t 
mention the degree or they will start becoming suspicious, especially 
if you were from out of town. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was this a device utilized by others who engaged 
in colonization of this area ? 

The Wrrness. Yes, it was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether there were any instances 
in which those engaged in colonizing in the Flint area, as you have 
described, were instructed to give misleading information designed to 
conceal their actual status ? 

The Wrrness. Wherever there would be any hint of suspicion, the 
Communists were instructed to conceal. Because of the period in 
which they lived, there was always a suspicion of communism, and 
if it meant a little bit of fabrication on an employment record, they 
were instructed to do it. If it meant giving false references, they 
were instructed to do it because most of these personnel records are 
not checked that closely. There are too many being hired. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did these instructions emanate from ? 

The Wrrness. From the section committee. 

Mr. TavenNerR. Who is the next person ? 

The Wrrness. Howard later returned to New York City, and it 
was at one time thought that he might not come back, but he returned 
at Christmas with his wife, Nina Phillips Falk. She comes from an 
upper middle-class background. Her father is a dentist, and she 
was automatically included in the membership as a member of the 
Communist Party; in fact, she was just transferred. She was not 
routed to Detroit. She came immediately to Flint. 

Then there was one William Van der Does. I don’t know too much 
about his educational background, but I do know that he had some 
college work; what college I do not know. He was assigned to YP. 
About 1 year later he also returned to New York and brought his 
wife, Lola, also a member of the Communist Party, to Flint. She 
was not routed through Detroit, although the marriage took place in 
Detroit. 

There was one husband and wife team by the name of Sherwood 
and—Sherwood, alias Jerry—and Marilyn, alias Molly, Baumkel. 
Sherwood, alias Jerry, Baumkel had not been employed as far as my 
knowledge is concerned, in any industry. I do not know his educa- 
tional background, but I do not think he completed college. 

Sherwood had many opportunities to work in New York near his 
family, more so than the average Communist. He is a personable 
looking young man and could have gone far had he stayed in New 
York. He brought with him his wife, Molly, who had attended Hunter 
College in New York. I do not know if she graduated, but I think 
she did. 

Then there was Martin, alias Marty, Trachtenberg. This man had 
also a great intellectual capacity and could have gone far had he 
remained in New York. I believe he attended college, but I do not 
know if he graduated. With him was Phyllis Trachtenberg who, I 
believe, attended college, but I do not know if she graduated. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of his assignment in the Com- 
munist Party ? 

The Wrrness. His assignment in the Communist Party at this 
meeting was right to the trade union. He was not assigned to the 
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youth group at all. May I refer back to the record and say that 
Marilyn Baumkel was assigned to YP. Her husband, Jerry Baumkel, 
was assigned to LYL, and William Van der Does was assigned to YP; 
Howard Falk to LYL, and Nina Falk later, but not at this meeting, 
also to LYL. 

Then there was a Marvin Engel, a college graduate of New York 
City College, I believe, receiving his bachelor of arts degree in teach- 
ing. Then there was a Zigmund Israel, who was from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Tavenner. How were these two persons assigned ? 

The Wirness. Marvin was assigned to LYL, and Zigmund Israel 
to YP. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you able to identify any other of the New York 
group? Did I understand you to say there is another one of these 
Trachtenbergs from New York ? 

The Wirness. Yes; there isa Max Trachtenberg and Joy Trachten- 
berg, husband and wife. Max obtained employment in one of the 
factories, but it was found that he was a Communist or closely asso- 
ciated with it, and before his three months’ period was up, was fired. 
He then obtained employment with the city of Flint. 

His wife, Joy,? was employed at the Flint Art Institute as a sec- 
retary. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were they and all the other persons you have men- 
tioned, members of the Communist Party in Flint ? 

The Wrrness. Yes; they were. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, are there any others? 

The Wirness. Then there was Jack Moscou. Jack Moscou attended 
a college in New York. I believe it was City College. I do not know 
if he graduated. He was assigned to YP and was a very popular 
young man and had quite a bit of influence in producing members 
for the YP. 

Then there was Ted Karpell. Ted Karpell was assigned to YP. 
Ted Karpell had college training in New York City, but he did not 
acclimatize himself too well in Flint in that the industrial life did not 
agree with him. As later testimony will probably produce, he left 
Flint and returned to New York City. It was the feeling of his fellow 
workers that he might be a Communist, and charges were preferred 
against him, and there was a trial, and later he was found not guilty. 

However, the workers felt that he was still a Communist, and they 
were not very responsive to him. Shortly after, he left town, went to 
New York. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let us go back at this point to the meeting, Com- 
munist Party meeting, in September 1949, which you were describing; 
that is, the meeting at which it was decided to disband the Young 
Communist group of the Communist Party and assign individuals to 
various organizations. Will you tell the committee, please, who were 
present at this meeting as far as you can recall ? 

The Wirness. Bolza Baxter, who was assigned to LYL as it chair- 
man, Louis Baxter, William Van der Does, Howard Falk, Paul Simon, 
Jack Moscou, Marilyn, alias, Molly Baumkel, her husband Sherwood 
or Jerry, Ted Karpell, Jimmy Zarichny, James. 





1Max Trachtenberg, now employed in Detroit, is under subpena to appear before the 
committee. 

2 Joyzelle Shore Trachtenberg was formerly secretary to Len De Caux, when the latter 
was editor of the CIO news. 
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Mr. Tavenner. You have already stated to what organizations 
those persons were assigned with the exception of Paul Simon and 
Jack Moscou. 

The Wrrness. Jack Moscou was assigned to YP, and Paul was taken 
completely out of youth work and assigned to trade-union work. Then 
there was Ted Karpell who was assigned to YP, Jimmy Zarichny toa 
factory branch, and I believe it was Chevrolet. George Fox was as- 
signed to his group branch to be active in the trade-union movement. 
Martin Trachtenberg was assigned to his shop branch to be active in 
the trade-union movement. Phyllis Trachtenberg was assigned to the 
LYL. Paul Joseph, Jr. was assigned to LYL. Marvin Engel was as- 
signed to LYL. Erwin Holland, YP. 

Mr. Tavenner. If any of the ape rsons who have been mentioned by 
you have withdrawn from the Communist Party for any reason, and 
that fact is known to you, you oe state it. 

The Wirness. Erwin Holland was a member of the Communist 
Party assigned to YP. However, he terminated his associations with 
the Communist Party and later jomed the Army and later was sent to 
Korea and saw action, and as far as I know right now, he is not a 
member of the Communist Party. 

Z. emund Israel] Was ass oned to LY L. He Was later inducted into 
Service. The hi there was Geneva Borod. Her hame at that time was 
Geneva Olmsted. She was assigned to LYL. Then there was Hank 
Birdsell, Henry, known as Hank. He was assigned to LYL. I think 


that is just about the bulk of the membership at that meeting at the 
farm ll September 1949. 
Mr. Tavenner. Were there any special en considered in 
signing persons to one group or the other; that is, to the Labor Youth 


1 
a I 
Leagcu or the Young Prog ‘essives / 

The ip beso ] mentioned some of them earlier, and that was 
whether they were residents of oe in that division there. Some of 
the people a worked with the YP at the time of the Wallace cam 
paign and were assigned to } P because they were active in this par- 
ticular work, either nh New York or in Michigan. The ¥P Was to 
assume a different role than the LYL, as I have explained before. Its 
members were younger. They were to work with the students in Flint. 
Some of them were more sociable in that the ‘'y had more organizational 
ability in social affairs. 

The crux of the whole situation right here is that the Young Pro- 
eressives were a non-Marxist group, but they were given the under- 
standing that they should develop young Marxists out of this group, 
to develop e ough progressiveness within the YP to bring them over 
to the LYL, and from the LYL there would be few, perhaps very 
few, would become young Marxists. In other words, the level of the 
political progressiveness of a person determined what organization 
they went into. There were other considerations also, but this was the 
primary function. . 
~ Mr. Tavenner. Were any Communist Party functionaries present 
at the meeting of September 1949 which you have been describing ? 

The Wrrness. Yes. There was a Jack Gore. He was the chair 
man, State chairman, of the youth, and John White, known as Jack 
White, who was the local functionary, chairman.’ 


Jack (John) White, former chairman of the G. M. Communist Club in Detroit. was at 
this time chairman of the Flint section of the Communist Party, District No. 7. Now 
1 Detroit, he is currently under subpena 
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Mr. ‘Tavenner. How were the assignments made which you have 
described ¢ 

The Wrirness. They were read from a list, and Jack White read 
them. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. The assignments, therefore, had been determined 
prior to the meeting and without the membership having any voice 
in the making of the assignments / 

The Wirness. Yes, they were determined prior to the meeting. 
However, the group was asked if they agreed. Naturally everyone 
agreed. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. What type of functionary was Mr. White? 

The Wrrness. Well, as far as I understand, he was the chairman 
of the Communist Party for Flint and the northern section. 

Mr. Tavenner. The northern section of the Communist Party ? 

The Wirness. Well, it was the northern section of Michigan. I 
mean, he had Flint which was the biggest city, but I believe that he 
also contacted other people in Saginaw. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the leader of the Labor Youth League? 

The Wrrness. In Flint ¢ 

TaveNNER. In Flint. 

The Wrrness. Bolza Baxter. Bolza was elected chairman of the 
Flint Labor Youth League in Detroit, Mich., in June of 1949. At 
that time I was not a member of the Communist Party, but I was 
invited toa meeting which Was held on Joy Roads j do not know 
the address. Later, after a few persons congregated, we were in 
structed to go to another meeting place. I don’t recall what this 
meeting place was except that it was a church. There were approxi 
mate ly 7 (2 to 100 persons at this meeting. 

Various aspects of the organization of the LYL were discussed pro 
and con, what the function of the LYL would be, as I have described 
previously. This was a State meeting of the LY L, organization of the 
LYL. This was a direct result of the May meeting which I have 
described previously that was held in Chicago on the north side. The 
September meeting was a result of this June meeting. 

I might state on record now how I was invited to this meeting and 
why I was permitted to attend it I cannot fathom because it was appar- 
ent and very apparent that there were no non-Communists there, but 
I was there. 

After everyone had congregated, the doors were closed and guards 
placed at the doors, and the meeting was called to order, 

Mr. Tavenner. This was a meeting of the Labor Youth League, 
organizational meeting ¢ 

The Wirness. It was an organization meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. Of the Labor Youth League / 

The Wrrness. Yes. 

Mr. TavenNER. Proceed, please. 

The Wrrness. As I have stated before, the various aspects of the 
youth groups were discussed, and it was pointed out how important 
the Flint area was in the progressive movement. It was pointed out 
that Flint was one of the first cities to organize in the trade unions, 
and with the proper approach and with proper leadership, the poten 
tial was great. The person who could be best fitted for this task and 


12705 Joy Road, Detroit, Mich 


{R861 54—pt. 8 9 
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who was a Negro was Bolza Baxter. It was pointed out that the 
chairmanship should be assumed by a Negro because of the oppression 
of the Negroes, and it would clearly indicate that the Labor Youth 
League, a Marxist-Leninist-Stalinist organization, clearly was a 
friend of the Negro people of Flint. 

So therefore Jack Gore was assigned as State chairman, and Bolza 
Baxter was assigned as the Flint chairman of the Labor Youth League. 
Mr. Tavenner. Was the functioning of Communist Party members 

discussed at this meeting ? 

The Wirness. Yes, they were. The Communists—and this is a 
difficult thing to explain—were to function within the organizations 
in which they were assigned. If a person was assigned to the LYL, 
he would function within the realms of the LYL. He would be a 
Communist first and always; his ideology, his way of life, his organi- 
zational ability within the LYL would remain on a Communist pat- 
tern, but the LYL was not considered a Communist organization, and 
it was never to be considered a Communist organization, but the leader- 
ship were Communists, had intended to be Communists, and they were 
to give direction to the people that were not Communists within the 
LYL. 

Basically the LYL was considered a Marxist-Leninist organization 
and a working class organization, but the Communists within the 
LYL were to function as Communists within that organization, but 
this does not mean that all of the membership of the LYL were Com- 
munists. 

Mr. Tavenner. After becoming a member of the Communist Party 
did you learn whether or not the officials of the Labor Youth League 
were in fact members of the Communist Party ? 

The Wrrness. Yes, the leadership of the Labor Youth League 
were in fact and for all purposes members of the Communist Party. 
The officers of the Labor Youth League were always elected Com- 
munists. The meetings were such that because they took the initiative, 
they would naturally be elected as its officers. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you describe to the committee, please, how the 
Labor Youth League functioned ? 

The Wrrness. I have described before the purpose of the LYL as 
a Marxist-Leninist-Stalinist young people’s organization. The LYL’s 
purpose was a militant one, They were to assume a working class 
role. For instance, the LYL would not concern itself with obtaining 
student rights to dance at the IMA, but the LYL was to concern 
itself with procuring potential high school students who were poten- 
tial factory workers to join the organization to obtain higher wages 
or to distribute handbills or to pic ket for them. Their motives were to 
be classically a working class motive. 

The Labor Youth League’s role was to recruit young people of a 
working class background. They were not interested in procuring 
memberships from sororities, from church groups, who were not in 
sympathy with them, but with church groups who had a congrega- 
tion of working class background. The Labor Youth League was to 
attract these young persons, not through literature directly, but 

through a broad social and cultural program. 

For instance, they would have a dance. At this dance they would 
have food, possibly beer, and they were to publicize that the Labor 
Youth League would be having a dance. When the dance occurred 
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and everyone was in good spirits, someone would make a plea for the 
defense of the current Communist on trial, and these people would 
have their first initiation from most loquacious and eloquent speakers 
of the martyrdom of the Communist on trial. 

After the dance they would be invited to a class which would be 
held every Wednesday night in which various social problems would 
be discussed, such as the liberation of the Negro people, strikes, war 
and peace, unemployment, and et cetera, et cetera. These classes 
would not be based on an intellectual basis. They would be brought 
down to the level of understanding of the persons attending them. 
Very often they would go off on a tangent when a Communist would 
forget himself and become “too Marxist’ , but they always had their 
little hands slapped when this occurred. 

It was through these classes that many persons joined the LYL, 
feeling that there was something to offer because of the interest of 
this particular organization in the problems of everyday lite. 

Mr. 'TavenneER. To what extent, if any, were these meetings planned 
and organized in advance by members of the Communist Party? 

The Witness. The educational classes were publicized, and enroll- 
ment blanks were sent out that there would be a discussion, for 
instance, on Negro rights. Negro young people would be invited to 
attend. It was assumed that the known Communists would attend 
the meeting along with the non-Communists who had just come to the 
meeting out of ¢ uriosity, or perh: 1ps they were just free that evening 
or a friend of theirs was attending. The classes would start out simply 
by saying to perhaps a young Negro who was attending, “Do you think 
that you rhave full Negro rights under the Constitution of the United 
States? After all, in the Constitution”’—they would use this—*it 
says life, liberty, and justice for all. Do you think that you have 
justice #” 

The answer would usually be in a negative phrase because the young 
student would not know how to answer it. Understandably he 
couldn’t say yes, and understandably he couldn’t very well say no. 
He didn’t know why the question was being asked. 

Then a young Negro comrade would say, “Well, I don’t think I’ve 
got my rights. [I am not paid as much in the shop; I am not upgraded 
in the shop. They will make one a foreman that hasn’t been working 
there as long as I have. I can’t live on the same side of the street as 
the white people. I don’t think I have my rights. Do you think you 
have yours?” 

Then naturally the young Negro student would say no. I’rom this 
line of questioning there would be other subjects entered into the dis- 
cussion such as, “What do you think of the Ku Klux Klan?” 

Naturally they would disapprove of the Ku Klux Klan. 

“What & you think of a lynch mob?” Naturally they would dis- 
approve of a lynch mob. In ‘all of these lines of questioning in these 
educational classes it was very, very hard for the student to say no. 
The questions were so simple and yet so complex that they had to say, 
“Well, L agree.” This would immediately put them on the aflirmative 
to the discussion and make them more receptive. 

Before you knew what would happen, the solution to the question 
was Marxist, and most generally the young Negro students would agree 
to the Marxist solution to the question. All in all the Communists 
controlled the educational classes because they had the answers. There 
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was no give and take because if a young student hap pened to disagree, 
there were many young Communists that were only too nume ‘rous and 
only too willing to show him how he was wrong. The young student 
would be outnumbered. 

Mr. Tavenn} r. Who were the pl incipal leaders in the Labor Youth 
League who took charge of these educational meetings, or so-called 
educational meetings / 

The Wrrness. Bolza Baxter, Louis Baxter, Howard Falk, Marvin 
Engel. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have identified each of these persons as mem 
bers of the Communist Party ¢ 

The Wrrness. Yes: Ihave. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did the shop workers attend the same classes as 
the other persons you - ae de SC ribec | ( 

The Wrirness. Well, they had what they call a shop branch of the 
Labor Youth League. "ee were second shift workers who could 
not. attend in the evening. Their chairman was Marvin Engel, and 
they would meet at LYL headquarters, and their educational classes 
were similar to the ones held in the evening. I assume that they had 
quite a bit of membership. I think it was about 22 young shop work- 
ers that would meet. 

Mr. Tavenner. In these various discussions was the Korean war 
a nted ¢ 

wl W een. Yes. and I want to go on record as saving night 
now—and when I heard it. it made my stomach turn—when the State 
chairman of the LYL visited Flint, the Korean war was in progress 
and our American boys were fighting so desperately and not being 
able to move because of the various political aspects, and the Chinese 
moved in on them, there was glee, and Jack Gore, the State chairman, 
made this remark: “When we push them right back, we will push 
them right back into the sea, and they will drown them all.” They 
said that they would show them when they were pushed back, when 
the UN forces were pushed back into the sea, and when the Chinese 
Reds got the planes, they'd blast the hell out of the whole business and 
maybe blast the hell out of the UN, too. That is what he said. 

Mr. Tavenner. Thisisa sood place to stop. 

Mr. Cxiarpy. Let us recess at this point. We will adjourn until 7 
o'clock. 

Thereupon, at 5:36 p. m.. the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 
p.m. of the same day.) 


t 


( 
at é 


EVENING SESSION 


(At the hour of 7:15 p. m. of the same day, the proceedings were 
resumed, Representative Kit Clardy being present.) 
Mr. Ciarpy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 


TESTIMONY OF WITNESS X—Continued 


Mr. Tavenner. Will you continue with your statement with ref 
erence to the attitude taken by the Communist Party on the issues of 
the Korean war. 

The Wrrness. Ideologically the Korean war presented quite an 
issue to the Labor Youth League. Feelings ran high. Generally the 
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non-Communist membership did not like to side in with the Com- 
munist feeling on the Korean situation. There was a natural repul- 
sion against any force which hindered their own brothers. However, 
the Communist faction of the Labor Youth League were often able 
to plant seeds of doubt as to the reason for the war, pointing out that 
it was a war of the manufacturers, a war of profit, and a war to stop 
depression, which would have been a natural sequence in a capitalistic 
form of government. 

How far they succeeded to this end I have no way of ascertaining, 
as anyone has no way of ascertaining what seeds are planted in a 
person’s mind or when they will bear fruit, but I am sure that some 
damage was done. 

Throughout Marxist philosophy the Communists have always de- 
termined that the capatilistic form of government needs war in order 
to perpetuate its own aims because it is such a decadent system of 
politics, because it only seeks gain for the advantage of a few, because 
it is a selfish philosophy—it can only be successful through blood- 
shed; therefore, when the capitalists, the munitions makers, the man 
ufacturers, the Du Ponts, the Rockefellers, call the Communist Party 
a party of force and violence, the Communists maintain that it is only 
because they use force and violence, and this was perpetuated through 
the Korean war—quote—"*W hat better example of force and violence 
than the Korean war ?” 

It was pointed out that after the Second World War the economic 
situation in the United States had a terrible setback, that if it had 
not been for the Korean war there would have been a depression far 
more terrible than the one that the country suffered in the thirties. 
The Americans perpetuated the Korean situation through the name 
of the United Nations to save themselves. 

Very often a nonmember of the Communist Party would ask if the 
Russians also were not aggressors because of the manner in which 
they were solving the situation in their occupied countries in Europe. 
It was always brought out that the U.S. S. R., the Soviet Union, did 
not have the same incentive that the United States had; that the 
U.S. 8. R. was a democratic force. If the argument should happen 
to continue, or the person questioning had enough foresight to con- 
tinue to badger away, he again suffered the painful monopoly in the 
meeting. It was always brought out that the U.S. S. R. was the peo- 
ple’s country, a dictatorship of the proletariat. Never during these 
discussions did the Communists say that there was no dictatorship in 
Russia, but they always pointed out that there was a dictatorship of 
the proletariat. 

The Korean situation was likened to a small war, and it was gen- 
erally pointed out in these educational forums that there was no need 
for war, but it was unlikely that there would have been no war. The 
capitalists and the Communists would always be at crossed swords, 
but the capitalist, through its own folly, would cause its own plunder, 
that when the people really became politically informed—and it was 
up to this Marxist organization to see that they were politically in- 
formed—that there would be this utopia of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat. 

Mr. TavenNerR. Were there any situations under which the Labor 
Youth League made contributions directly or indirectly to the Com- 
munist Party ? 
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The Wirness. What kind of contribution do you mean? Do you 
mean a financial contribution ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. Financial contribution. 

The Wrrness. That is a rather hard question to answer, und this is 
not factual information, but just hearsay. I want that to be on record. 
The Labor Youth League was a separate organization in that it func- 
tioned financially on its own. The dues that were taken from the 
members were used to support Labor Youth League activities. 

However, they also were given to the State chairman very often, and 
what he did with them I don’t know. 

Mr. Tavenner. The State chairman of—— 

The Wrrness. Jack Gore, the State chairman of the Labor Youth 
League. However, the contribution that they made theoretically to 
perpetuate the aims of the Communist Party were very fruitful. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have stated that various Communist Party 
members were assigned to the Young Progressive organization. What 
is the distinction between the Young Progressives and the Progressive 
Party ? 

The Wrrness. The YP, the Young Progressives, and the Progres- 
sive Party were two separate and distinct organizations. All Com- 
munist Party members automatically joined the Progressive Party. 
The Progressive Party was considered—and I suppose is still con- 
sidered—a workingman’s party, a leftish party, and that it was their 
duty and their obligation to become a member of it. 

The history of the Progressive Party is well known. It originated 
at the time of Henry Wallace’s campaign for the presidential elec- 
tions in 1948. 

Che You hg Progressives Were not of voting age. The Progressive 


Party is a party of voters, with its proper place on the ballot and its 
candidates et cetera, that are considered a regular political party ap 
paratus. The Young Progressives did not function in the same way 


the Progressive Party did at all for the simple reason that the Pro- 
gressive Party was concerned primarily with political issues, and the 
YP were considered as primarily concerned with educ ational issues 
which could not be voted on, although they would oftentimes lend a 
hand with political issues, but on a nonvoting basis. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did the young Communists who were assigned from 
the youth group of the Communist Party to the Young Progressives 
occupy positions of le idership in much the same manner as in the 
Labor Youth League 

ee WITNESS. The organization of the YP was slightly different 
than it was with the Labor Youth League, but the Communist faction 
in as YP assumed just about the same relationship to the organiza- 
tion as the Communist leadership did in the LYL. They were the 
organizers of the club and helped perpetuate Marxist conception to 
the youngsters. 

You must remember, however, that the YP was more of a social 
group than the LYL, bringing out this fact always, that the Labor 
Youth League was a Marxist-Leninist-Stalinist organization, and the 
YP was not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, how the Young 
Progressives operated ? 

The Wrrness. I was not a member of the YP. I only know how 
they operated through discussions. I did not see it in action too much. 
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The Young Progressives worked with individuals within the schools. 
They worked with individuals within their own club. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you receive at any time an assignment as 

a Communist Party member to work within the Progressive Party ? 

The Wrirness. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee about that, please? 

The Wrrness. Shirley Foster was president. Lloyd Dantzler 
was treasurer, and the other Communists had various duties, and 
usually the primary function of the Progressive Party was taken over 
by the Communists. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with a person by the name 
of Morton Leitson ? 

The Wirness. Yes, I was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he known to you to be a member of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

The Wrrness. I have never met Mort Leitson in a Communist 
Party meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you at any time have a conversation with him 
regarding the question of his Communist Party membership 

The Wrrness. At various times we would discuss the Progressive 
issue, the political issue, and from his answers it could be concluded 
that he was most sympathetic to Communist ideology. At one time 
he did state to me that he was a member of the Communist Party while 
he was a law student at the University of Michigan. However, the 
dates I do not recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what profession or occupation was Mr. Leit- 
son engaged ? 

The Wirness. Attorney at law. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether there was a professional 
cell or group of the Communist Party in Flint, Mich. ? 

The Wrrness. I do not know if there was a professional cell in 
Flint. I do know for a fact that the professional group in Flint 
were not to consider themselves Communists; they were not to be 
active in the same capacity as other Communists, that they were to 

play an entirely different role. They were to integrate themselves 
= a left Marxist level because of their associations within the bar 
et cetera 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has received a great deal of evidence 
indicating that in professional groups the me »mbership was kept secret 
from rank and file members of the Communist Party. But I wanted 
to know whether or not you knew that there was such an organized 
group in Flint, although you may not have known the names of any 
of the members. 

The Wrrness. You mean if I know that there was such a group ? 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes. 

The Wirness. I do not know if there was such a group. 

Mr. TAvenNER. Will you tell the committee to what extent the Com- 
mnunist Party, through its members and acting as a party, projected 
its influence and the issues in which it was involved into the Progres- 
sive Party? 

The Wrrness. I will try to answer that question to the best of my 
ability. The leadership of the Progressive Party after the Wallace 
campaign was primarily a Communist one. Now, if the leadership 
of the Progressive Party was a Communist one, wouldn’t it stand to 
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reason that many of the objectives of the Progressive Party follow- 
ing the pre Slt ienth: al Cc amps 1lon 1n 1948 woul | be e ndorsed by the Com- 
munist Party. Now, some of the issues that the Progressive Party 
had, such as the Korean situation, unemployment, farm-subsidy pro- 
gram, the question of Negro rights, the defense of the Communists, 
were very parallel in essence to the thinking of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did the Communist Party members caucus sepa- 
rately and act upon the programs in advance of their presentation 
to Progressive Party meetings? 

The Wirness. Mr. Tavenner, they almost didn’t have to really be- 
cause, you see, they would come from a Communist meeting or have 
these issues definitely determined in their minds and what would hap- 
pen is that they would go to a Progressive Party meeting and just 
expound the same theory only with slight variation from Marxism. 

There is a definite difference. There is an explanation of Marxism 
in theory, but you can twist it around in phraseology and use it in a 
progressive way and call it Progressive Party business. It is really 
quit a simple operation to do. The issues that were solved in the 
Communist Party meeting would just go right into the Progressive 
Party meetings, that is all. It needs no further elaboration as far as 
that goes 

Mr. Tavenner. Did Jack White hold any position in the Progres- 
sive Party at that time? 

The Wirness. None whatsoever. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he hold any position in the Communist Party ? 

The Wirness. Yes, he did. 

Mr, Tavenner. What was that position 

The Wrrness. Organizer for the Flint area. 

Mr. Tavenner. How did the Progressive Party raise funds to con- 
duct its campaign ? 

The Wirness. Through parties which were usually held at the 
Pioneer Hall, through picnics, and various social private affairs. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were the sums raised by those methods and by 
donations substantial ? 

The Wrrness. I would say they were substantial, yes. 

Mr. TAveNNeER. You have told us who was the treasurer of the Pro- 
gressive Party, but I do not recall the name. 

The Wirness. Lloyd Dantzler for a period of time, but it was very 
haphazard type of acting as a treasurer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe you have testified that he was also a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party, have you not ? 

The Witness. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know what disposition was made of the 
funds raised by the methods you have described ? 

The Wrirnesss. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee about that, please ? 

The Wrrness. Well, very often when these affairs were held they 
were quite lucrative. There were always a great many Communists 
attending these affairs, and the money that was taken in was used for 
obtaining literature and supplies, but I know for a fact that there must 
have been more money taken in than was actually stated on the books 
and that was used for supplies and literature, and it is my supposition 
on good ground that some of it went to the organizer of the Flint area. 

Mr. Tavenner. The organizer of the Communist Party ? 
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The Wirness. Yes. 

Mr. TavenneER. Do you know whether any sums raised for the Pro- 
gressive Party were turned over to State leaders of the Progressive 
Party ¢ 

The Wirness. Yes, they were. 

Mr. TavenneR. Were any of the funds turned over, to your personal 
knowledge, to any members of the Communist Party who were not 
officials of the Progressive Party ? 

The Wirness. Ona State basis? 

Mr. Tavenner. On any basis. 

The Wirness. Just some of it that was turned over to the organizer 
of the Flint area 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the organizer in the Flint area? 

The Witness. Jack White. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you, while a member of the Communist Party, 
engage in activity in any other mass organizations at the direction of 
the Communist Party ? 

The Wirness. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. What were those organizations ? 

The Wirness. National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People, Civil Rights Congress, Michigan Committee for the Protection 
of the Foreign Born, National Negro Labor Council. 

Mr. TavenNER. The committee has received evidence indicating that 
the Communists were not successful on a national scale in infiltrating 
the NAACP; they were generally unsuccessful. Was this true of the 
Flint area ? 

The Wirness. I would say that in Flint they were generally suc- 
cessful. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee on what you base your 
statement ¢ 

The Wirness. There were certain people assigned to work within 
the NAACP. Everyone that was a progressive was instructed to join 
the NAACP, but there were certain individuals assigned to work with- 
in the youth groups of the NAACP. These people were Louis Baxter, 
Dorothy Moscou, Geneva Olmsted Borod and Murray Olmsted Borod 
and other members of the Progressive Party such as Morton Leitson 
and Hanny Leitson and Barry Blassingame, Shirley Foster and How- 
ard Foster, Chuck Shinn. All of the Communists were instructed to 
be very active in the NAACP and to support its program. At meet- 
ings they would very often introduce resolutions that were to further 
the Communist aims, and very often they were successful. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you have any extensive knowledge of the opera- 
tions of the Communist Party within the Civil Rights Congress? 

The Wirness. I know that the Civil Rights Congress is dominated 
by the Communists. I know the Civil Rights Congress is a Com- 
munist organization. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Do I understand you were a member, but not active 
in it ¢ 

The Witness. They wanted me to start a chapter in Flint, but I 
didn’t have the time. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Will you tell the committee as nearly as you can 
what the strength of these various organizations was at the peak period 
which we have discussed ; that is, the Labor Youth Le: ague, the Young 
Progressives, and the Progressive Party # 
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The Wrrness. There was a membership in the Labor Youth League 
of about 102 in ietalaane, There was a membership of the YP of about 


54. The Communist Party had about 87 or 88, and in the Progressive 
Party at its peak period, 500. 


Mr. Tavenner. That is, in Flint? 

The Wirness. In Flint. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know how the work within the Labor Youth 
League in Flint compared with the work of that organization through 
the State gener: ally? 

The Wrrness. The Labor Youth League of Flint was considered 
the most successful and militant league in the State of Michigan. 
Very often Jack Gore, State c hairman, would commend Flint for the 
excellent job that was being done. V ery often they would cite Flint 
as an example as what could be done with groups of people. This 
success was attributed to Mr. Baxter—that is Bolza Baxter—and his 
militant leadership. 

The Labor Youth League in Flint was the only one that had its 
separate headquarters, was the only one that maintained a separate 
office, and it was financially very successful, often contributing to the 
State Labor Youth League. 

The Labor Youth League in Flint was the one that had the most 
constructive educational program, the most constructive social pro- 
gram, and the most successful in its membership per ratio of the popu- 
lation of Flint. It was the league that was most often commended 
for the element of wor king class youths who were members; a good 70 
percent of them or 75 percent of them were factory workers, and a 
good majority were young Negro members. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did any local members of the Labor Youth League 
receive State or National recognition for their services ? 

The Wrrness. Yes, they did. 

Mr. TavenneEr. Will you tell the committee about that ? 

The Wrrness. Bolza Baxter received State and National recogni- 
tion. 

Mr. TAavenNER. In what form? 

The Wirness. He was later appointed State chairman. 

Mr. TaveNneEr. Do you know whether Bolza Baxter attended any 
training school of the Communist Party at any time ? 

The Wrrnrss. Yes. he attended the Jefferson School of Social Sci- 
ence in New York City. I believe it is located on the Avenue of the 
Americas 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know when he attended the school ? 

The Wirness. 1946 or 1947. 

The TavennerR. How do you know that fact ? 

The Wrrness. He told me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you recognized at any time in a similar way 
for the work that you had done in the Communist Party ? 

The Wirness. Yes, I was sent to the Jefferson School of Social 
Science. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you attend the school ? 

The Wrrness. 1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you in attendance? 

The Wrrness. Three weeks. 

Mr. Taverner. Why was it the Communist Party sent you to this 
school ? 
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The Wirness. They wanted to develop me. 

Mr. Tavenner. For what purpose ? 

The Wrrness. So I could be a better Marxist. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee in your own words, 
please, the type of training you received at that school ? 

The Wrrness. When I arrived at this sc ‘hool, I was introduced to 
Doxey Wilkerson who was educational director of the school, and to 
Howard somebody or other who runs the thing. I was given the 
privilege of attending the class of Negro history, economics, political 
economy—let me put it this way: Because of my classification, I was 
permitted to sit in on three other classes, one of which was Marxism 
and culture. 

Mr. TavenNneER. Were you called upon at any time to give the school 
or any class at which you were in attendance a description of trade- 
union problems at Flint? 

The Wirness. Yes, I wa 

Mr. TavenneER. Were other students called upon to give similar ex- 
periences from the areas from which they came? 

The Witness. No. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Were you given any courses of instruction other 
than in the classroom that you have described ? 

The Wirness. Yes, I was. 

Mr. TavenNER. Would you tell the committee about it ? 

The Wirness. Well, I was taken to a demonstration by one of the 
comrades in New York City, and I never knew the comrade’s real 
names in New York, incidentally, except my instructors. You either 
called them by a pseudoname or you c: alled them by their first name. 
This Puerto Rican was given the assignment of taking me to this 
demonstration. I believe it was for Rosalie Ingram, and we were 
to walk down Eighth Avenue, I guess, by the Village, either in pairs 
or singly, about six feet apart and we were to walk about a four-block 
area, and then we were to walk a little faster until we saw the comrade 
in a red polo shirt, and when we saw him turn, we were to go into 
a slight trot, walking quite rapidly, and by the time he reached : 
certain store front or place of designation, we all congregated saaaiiin 
and then started the demonstration. 

Mr. Ciarpy. They all converged from different angles ? 

The Wirness. Yes, and when we all met, we were in the center. 

Mr. Crarpy. Then what you would have would be columns 
approaching a common spot from different angles and different 
streets converging on the one place. 

The Wirness. You know how the streets in New York go this way 
[indicating]. 

Mr. Carpy. I do, down in the Village particularly. 

The Witness. They don’t go around, but they go this way, but then 
they would meet, like some would go down an alley. I can draw you 
a diagram better. 

Mr. Criarpvy. You are describing it all right. Let me recapitulate 
fora moment. As I understand it, when the demonstration gets under 
way, the individuals are strung out on each of the streets for a distance 
of 4 to 5 blocks, and then they close ranks gradually until the very 
last minute they get into almost a run until they get right at the point 
where everybody meets everybody else. 
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The Wirness. Yes, that is correct, and then when we all met, and 
we were to have this demonstration by shouting and producing plac- 
ards, within a 10- or 15-minute lapse the police were to come on horses 
and this was to be expected, and we were instructed to let the horses 
get near us but to duck either under the legs, so that the observers were 
thinking that the police were coming at us, and then we were to go 
under the legs and duck in a doorway and then away. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the purpose of making it appear that you 
were ducking under the legs of the horses? 

The Wirness. That there was police brutality. 

Mr. Appetit. And that the horses were running you down? 

The Wrrness. Yes. If anyone took a picture, then it would look 
like that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you taken on this demonstration as a part of 
your course of training? 

Mr. Arreti. Did they tell you you might have to use this same tactic 
in Flint? 

The Wrrness. Yes, at some time in the future. 

Mr. 'TaveENNER. What were the names of your professors? 

The Wrrness. Herbert Aptheker and George ( -)? political 
economy, and John Howard Lawson. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you learn the names of the students in attend- 
ance at this school ? 

The Wirness. Not very many, no. 

Mr. Tavenner. Would you give us the names of those you do 
remember / 

The Wrrness. No, I can’t give you those names. But I know that 
some of them were sent from out of town, too, and one of them was a 
schoolteacher from New Britain, Conn. 

Mr. Tavenner. What arrangements were made at the school for 
lodging ¢ 

The Wrrness. I boarded with a comrade who worked in the school. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know her name? 

The Wrrness. Her first name is Winnie. I never did learn her last 
name. 

Mr. Tavenner. In the early part of your testimony you told us of 
the Young Communist group which was disbanded at the time you 
were assigned to work in the Labor Youth League. After that time 
were you assigned to any group or unit of the Communist Party ? 

The Wrrness. Yes, I was. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the name of the group? 

The Wirness. Community Club, CP. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many community clubs were there in Flint, 
if you know? 

The Wrrness. One. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many belonged to the club? 

The Wrrness. Nine. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give the committee their names, please ? 

The Wirwness. Bolza Baxter, Louis Baxter, Nadine Baxter, Lola 
Van der Does, Shirley Fox, Bruce Widmark, Pauline Widmark, Elsie 
White, but she never attended a meeting, and Mary Foster, Joy Trach- 
tenberg, Phyllis Trachtenberg, Max Trachtenberg, Betty Thomas,’ 


membered by witness 
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but she moved back to Detroit before the meetings were really in 
session. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you kriow Betty Thomas’ present name? 

The Wirness. Mayen. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who were the officers of the neighborhood group? 

The Wrrness. Shirley Foster, Phyllis Trachtenberg, and Louis 
Baxter. That is as much as I can remember. If I remember it cor- 
rectly, Shirley was chairman, Phyllis was the treasurer, and Louis 
was educational—or it could have been that Phyllis was education and 
Louis was treasurer, but they were the officers. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was there a section committee or council of the 
Communist Party ? 

The Wirness. You mean within the community branch ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Within the Flint area. 

The Wirness. Yes, there was. 

Mr. TavenNeER. Who were on that council ? 

The Wrirness. If I remember correctly, if I recall rightly, Chuck 
Shinn, Jack White, and Bolza Baxter. These are the three I know. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give the committee, please, the names of 
any other persons in Flint who are known to you to be members of 
the Communist Party ? 

The Wrrness. Clive Mayle, he is a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Pearl Potter Kelly ? 

The Wirness. She is a member. 

Mr. Tavenner. Thomas Kelly ‘ 

The Wirness. He is a member. 

Mr. Tavenner. Casper Kenny ? 

The Wirness. He isa member. 

Mr. TavENNER. Were you acquainted with Gerald Seiger ? 

The Wirness. Yes, I knew him. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he a member of the Communist Party 4 

The Witness. Yes, he was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Gerald Seiger one of those classified by you 
as a colonizer ? 

The Wirness. Yes, he was. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Barry Blassingame? 

The Wirness. Yes, he was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Julius Dantzler ? 

The Witness. He is a Communist. 

Mr. TavenNER. Mary Dantzler? 

The Wrrness. She is a Communist. 

Mr. Tavenner. Zina Brandi, now Zina Brandi Haskell ? 

The Wirness. Ray’s wife? Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Richard Fox ? 

The Wirness. He is a Communist. He is not from Flint, though. 

Mr. Appeti. Where is Richard Fox from? 

The Wirness. Lansing, at the time that I knew him. 

Mr. Tavenner. Martin Glaberman ? 

The Wirness. Yes, he isa Communist. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have replied in some instances that these in- 
dividuals are Communists. By that did you mean were Communists 
at the time you were in the party ? 

The Wrrness. Yes, that is right. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Did you remain in the community section of the 
Communist Party during the remainder of the time that you were 
a member of the party ¢ 

The Wirness. No one remained a member of that group. 

Mr. Tavenner. What happened to the group / 

The Wrrness. It was broken up into cells of 3 to 5. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the purpose of that ¢ 

The Wirness. Well, for security measures. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did that take place ? 

The Wirness. The latter part of 1951, the first part of 1952. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did this small group to which you were as- 
signed hold its meeting ¢ 

"The Wirness. Oh, various places; sometimes in the home of Shirley 
Foster, sometimes in automobiles. It depended on the meeting place. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who were the other members of your group 

The Wrrness. Louis Baxter, Gene Baxter, Shirley Foster, and my- 
self, and part of the time Nadine Baxter who was at one time married 
to Bolza. 

Mr. Tavenner. How did you receive Communist Party directives 
and literature while you were in this group ¢ 

The Wrrness. The directives came to the chairman who was Shir- 
ley Foster, and the literature was brought to us by Bob Lukes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did any other person besides Bob Lukes serve 
as a contact with your group ¢ 

The Wirness. Yes, Martin Trachtenberg who was on the Flint sec- 
tion committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. When was the last time that you saw him in the 
party? 

The Wrrness. The last time I saw him in the party was when he 
came to one of our branch meetings which was in April of 1952. He 
came to give us a directive. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of the directive, if you recall ? 

The Wrrness. He asked that anyone who did not have the stam- 
ina, who did not have the steel within him as Stalin was named steel 
be given an opportunity to get out of the party as the party did not 
want to have anyone but persons who were as steel as Stalin was 
named steel. 

Martin Trachtenberg was the organizer at the time and had taken 
the place of the organizer who had left, was directed by Detroit to 
go to all of these cells and convey his message. He was instructed 
to tell the people of the party of the critical period to come, that the 
United States Government was going to lose the Democratic elec- 
tion and that the Republicans were going to be elected and that the 
activities of the various investigation agencies such as the Un-Amer- 
ican Activities Committee would be more prominent, and this sum 
and total was to be a period of fascism just as the Reichstag fires 
were started. The fires in the United States were starting, and fas- 
cism would be the role before socialism, that anyone who didn’t have 
the stamina to fight them, the party was giving them the alternative 
to get out. Everyone at the meeting decided to stay in. There was 
going to be an assessment of $20 which everyone was to pay accord- 
ing to their ability. They also said that the color red was a beauti- 
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ful color, but that blood might flow and that blood was also red. He 
also said if anybody’s blood is yellow, then they should get out. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. How long after that was it that you terminated 
your membership within the party ? 

The Wrrness. Shortly afterward. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I want to thank you and let you know that the com- 
mittee appreciates the very great help that you have given to us. 

That concludes tonight’s session, and we will adjourn at this time. 

(Whereupon at 10 p. m., the hearing was adjourned. ) 








INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
STATE OF MICHIGAN—Part 8 
(Flint) 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 12, 1954 


Unrrep Srates House or RepresENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 
ComMIrree ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 


Flint, Mich. 


PUBLIC HEARING 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
met, pursuant to recess, at 9: 56 a.m. sSupery isors Room, Courthou 3e, 
Hon. Kit Clardy (acting chairman) presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Harold H. Velde 
(chairman of the full committee), and Kit Clardy (presiding). 

Staff mmebers present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Donald T. 
Appell and W. Jackson Jones, investigators; and Mrs. Juliette P. 
Joray, acting clerk. 

Mr. Vetpr. The subcommittee will be in order, please. Before com- 
mencing the hearing, may ] say to the food people of Flint, the vood 
people from the State of Michigan, that I certainly appreciate the 
welcome that I received here in the city of Flint and the State of 
Michigan. I have been in the State of Michigan many times, caught 
a few of your fish here and have done a little hunting in the great 
State of Michigan. I have also driven several of the cars that are 
manufactured here in the great city of Flint and in the city of Detroit. 

| have also had one repossessed, 

L do recognize, however, that I do not know as much about sub- 
versive influences and the Communist Party here in the State of 
Michigan as does my very good colleague, Mr. Clardy, who is a very 
able Representative in the Congress of the United States. 

So, therefore, due to the fact that last year, almost a year ago, I 
believe it was, I appointed you as chairman of the subcommittee to 
handle the hearings here in the State of Michigan, I am now turning 
the gavel over to your own good Representative in the United States 
Congress, Mr. ¢ ‘lardy. 

Mr. Ctarpy. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Due to the fact that probably many of you who will appear as wit- 
nesses here today did not attend the hearings we held at Detroit and at 
Lansing, there are a few announcements that I think should be made. 
the customary ones that Mr. Velde makes when the full committee is 
meeting or when a subcommittee of which he made himself chairman 
presides. 
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The third member, incidentally, Mr. Moulder, who had to leave for 
Washington on committee business, will not return, but we expect a 
third member to be with us for tomorrow and the next day if they 
complete some of their assignments that they are undertaking in 
Washington at the present time. 

One thir gf that we wish to emphasize is that during the progress 
of the hearing we want you to remember that this subcommittee 1s an 


arm of the Congress of the United States and that we must have and 
must maintain absolute quiet throughout the proceedings. There 
will be no demonstrations of either approval o wr disap prov: al at an y 
time dur g the progress of the he arings. Se ee which we 


operate have been pretty wide ly pub licized. but one or two points 
should be emphasized before we commence. Every witness appear- 
ing before our committee under our printed rules is permitted to be 
accompanied by counsel. Counsel, of course, is to restrict himself to 
advising his chent on his constitutional riehts if the witness desires 
such advice. 

If any witness desires to have a motion made and filed—and one 
of the attorneys handed us a series of motions dealing with each of 
the several witnesses who will appear—those motions may be filed with 
us, and they will be given consideration and disposed of immme- 
diately. 

No witness, however, who takes the stand will be permitted to com- 


mence with a statement. After he is sworn and after he has an- 
swered questions and by “answered” I mean answered and not refused 
to answer on the grounds of the fifth or other amendments—if, after 


he has done the answering, he desires to have a statement pertinent 
to the issues, he will be permitted to make that statement. 

If he does not answer quest ions, at no time during the progress of 
the hearing under our rules is it permissible for any statement to be 
made by such witness. 

A great many other questions will arise as we go along, but prac- 
tically every situation has been antic ‘ipatec 1 and covered by the rules, 
and if any one of the witnesses has any question at any time during 
the progress, the witness, not counsel, may address that question to the 
Chair, and we will endeavor to resolve it. 

Mr. Veupe. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Crarpy. Yes. 

Mr. Vevpe. Before going further, I think the record should show 
that I have appointed Mr. Clardy as chairman of the subcommittee, 
myself as a member, and with Mr. Doyle of California as a member 
of this subcommittee. We expect that Mr. Doyle will be here later 
on in the day or possibly tomorrow. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Now, with that, Mr. Tavenner, are you ready to call 
your first witness 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sil 

Mr. CLarpy. You may do so. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will Mrs. Beatrice Churchill come forward, please. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You do solemnly swear the testimony you are about 
to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God? 

Mrs. Cuurcuity. I do. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You may be seated. While we are getting ready for 
her to testify, there is one other thing, perhaps, I should note. If, 
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during the are of ; witness’ testimony, be has ho de sire to be 
photographed, | he need cobs make the request of the committee, and his 
wishes ay A ay However, until after he has been sworn, the 


photographers may take such photographs as t] ey aesil 
Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 
Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please / 


TESTIMONY OF BEATRICE CHURCHILL 


( Luil i, 

Mr. 'TAVENNER. Mrs. Churel 1, it is noted that you are hot accom- 

ay 
CuurcCHILL. I am not 
Mr. TAVENNER. It is the practice of the committee a advise all 
witnesses that they have the right t to have counsel with t them if they 
desire, and the right at any time during their testimony to consult 
counsel. Do you desire to proceed without counsel ¢ 

Mrs. Cuurcuinn. Yes; that is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you reside, Mrs. Chure] 

Mrs. Cuurcuinn. I live at G—-2080 South Center Road 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Churchill, I believe that at a comparat vely 
recent date you were a witness in the Smith Act trials in Detroit, is that 
correct ¢ 

Mrs. Cuurcuinty. Yes; that is right. 


Mr. Tavenner. It appeared from vour testimony in the Smith Aet 
cases that you had been « mp/o; ved by the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 


tion to do certai oat within the Communist Party. 

Mrs. Cuurcuintu. Yes, I have been. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you act as an undercover agent for the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation ? 

Mrs. CuurcuiLu. Yes, that is right 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, when you were 
first consulted regarding such a project ? 

Mrs. Cut ne HILL. I was contacted first in 1942, and I went to open 
meetings of the Communist Party, and I worked very closely with a 
Communist by the name of Doe Mad lock at the AC loc al. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give us the spelling of the last 
please ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitn. It is M-a-d-d-o-c-k, and he was a member of the 
Communist Party, and he very often advised me actually what was 
going on in these meetings because he worked very closely in the union. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let us stop at that moment to find what the nature 
of your employme nt was at that time. 

Mrs. Cuurcuity. I worked at AC Spark Plug. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what year was this that you were first inter- 
viewed ? 

Mrs. CHurcuiy, 1942. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you were a member of the local which existed 
in that plant ? 

Mrs. Cuurcnm. That is right. 

Mr. TavENNER. What local was that ? 

Mrs. Cuvurcuty. Local 651. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, will you tell the committee, please, what tran- 
spired in connection with your getting into the Communist Party # 


hame, 
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Mrs. Cuurcnitt. Well, to begin with, I was in the Workers’ Alli- 
ance which was a Communist front in the early thirties. 

Mr. Cuarpy. The name again ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitt. The Workers’ Alliance. And I had the position of 
a com! (teewoman ther .. I Was working on the WPA project, and 
I was pretty active at that time, and they knew this because they had 
been investigatil othe Workers’ Alliance. 

Mr. T \VENNER. You mean the-—— 

Mrs. Cuurcuitu. The FBI. 

Mr. Tavenner. The FBI knew it ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitt. Yes. One time when I came home from work 
in the afternoon, in 1942, some of my neighbors came over and told 
me that there were two men had been investigating me all afternoon, 
and they thought they were detectives, and they wondered what I 
had done, and I commenced to wonder what I had done myself, so 


along about 11 o’clock that night they came back, and they asked me 
how | fe lt about the Communist Party, and I told them that I cer- 
tainly didn’t approve of the Communist Party, and they wanted to 
know if I would be willing to work with them, and I told them that 


I woul be glad to, and then by working with Doc Maddock very 
closely, later he got me an application into the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. You had never been a member of the Communist 
Party before you were encouraged to work for the Federal Bureau of 
Invest gation ? 

Mrs. CuurcuiLn. No, I had not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Proceed 

Mrs. Cuurcuitz. So Doc Maddock got me an application, and 
was accepted, and that was the step that got me into the party. 

Mr. TAvenner. What year was it that you actually became a member 
of the Communist Party for the Federal Bureau of Investigation ? 

Mrs. Cuurcumu. Well, I thought that was at sometime in 1946, 
the early part of 1946, but I was advised by Mr. Goodman in Detroit 
that it was in May 1945. They had the rec ords, evidently. 

Mr. TaveNnNer. Were you assigned to a group or cell of the Com- 
munist Party when you became a member ? 

Mrs. Cuurcniti. Yes, I was assigned to the AC-Fisher group. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where was that located ? 

Mrs. Cuurcniiy. Here in Flint. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you describe a little more what the AC-Fisher 
group meant 4 

Mrs. Cuvurcuita. Well, of course the AC-Fisher group meant that 
the people—that belonged to the Communist Party, the members of 
the Communist Party—were formed into the group, and that at that 
particular time it didn’t matter too much how many people were in 
a group, and so they combined various people throughout the city, 
and the group I was assigned to was AC-Fisher. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain a member of that group 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Cuvurcnuitu. Up until the time I was taken out of activity, 
which was in the latter part of 1950, I believe. 

Mr. Tavenner. What do you mean by “being taken out of activity” ? 

Mrs. Cuurcnuitn. Well, our organizer came to me and told me that 
they wanted to take me out for underground work. 
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Mr. Tavenner. We will discuss that a little later. So you were a 
member of the AC-Fisher group from May 1945 until you went in 
the unde rground in 1950, is that right ¢ 

Mrs. Cuurcuity. That is right, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you acquire any position of leadership within 
the AC-Fisher group of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Cnurcuiti. Yes. To begin with, I was the secretary treasurer. 
Then later I became the chairman of the AC-Fisher group, and group, 
and then I was ap pointed or elected to the section committee which 1s 
the highest body in Genessee Valley. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think it may be well at this point for you to tell 
ng organizational setup of the Communist Party here in Flint; that 

s, how the groups were formed, what the section organization meant. 

Mrs. ¢ ‘HURCHILL. Well, of course the groups were formed—we had 
industrial groups, which included Fisher Body, AC, and Chevrolet, 
and Buick. 

Mr. Tavenner. Excuse me, will you not go quite so rapidly there. 
What were the industrial groups ¢ 

Mrs. Cuurcnityi, Fisher Body, AC, Chevrolet, and Buick, and then 
we had a group which we called the third ward. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Now, those were the various groups. Did those 
groups comprise what is usually referred to as a section of the Com- 
munist Party ¢ 

Mrs. Cuurcuitn. Well, the groups make up the section. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. What was the name of the section ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuiti. Saginaw Valley at that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was the name changed ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuini. No, no. 

Mr. Tavenner. Saginaw Valley section of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Cuurcuity. Yes, but during this time, the early part, this Sag- 
inaw Valley section included Pontiac, but in 1948 Pontiac was taken 
out of our section. 

Mr. Tavenner. What section was Pontiac put in ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitt. Well, I suppose one of their own. I really 
couldn’t say as to that. 

Mr. TaveENNER. Will you tell the committee, please, what geograph- 
ical territory was included within the Saginaw Valley section of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitn. There was Flint, Pontiac, Saginaw, Bay City, 
Midland. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, with that general description of the organi- 
zational setup, let us go back to your recruitment into the Commu- 
nist Party. Who was the chairman of the AC-Fisher group of the 
Communist Party when you first became a member of it ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitt. Doc Maddock. 

Mr. TavenneER. I : lieve he is now deceased. 

Mrs. CuurcuiLy. Yes, he is. 

Mr. TavenneER. May I suggest that in the course of your testimony, 
where you know that a person who was a member of the Communist 
Party is now deceased, that you not mention their names? There 
seems to be no point in doing that unless they occupied an official 
position. If they did, it would be necessary for the committee to 
know that. 
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Mr. Criarpy. Mr. Tavenner, let me interrupt a moment. I think 
it juni be well to push | your mike a little bit further away from you. 
There is se me feed ibac! k which is quite evident up here. Push it away 


from you a little bit because it is very difficult to hear. 

Mr. Fave NNER. I am sorry. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Proced. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell us the names, please, of other officials 
or leaders of the Communist Party group, the AC-Fisher group, at 
the time you became a member of it ? 

Mrs. Courcuitt. Well, Harold Wells was the—— 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Harry Wells? 

Mrs. Cnurcuityi. Harold. 

Mr. Tavenner. Harold Wells. He was the secretary ? 

Mrs. CuurcuiLu. Treasurer: yes. 


Mr. ‘TAvenner. And treasurer. Were there any other officials 
whose names you can now recall? Let me ask you this first: In iden- 
tifying various individuals that you may have occasion to identify, I 
wish you would give the committee all the identifying information 
you can regarding them. For instance, in the case of Harold Wells, 
do you know whether he is living in Flint at this time ? 

Mr HURCHILL. No, he doesn’t. 


( 
Mr. Tavenner. May I suggest also that during the course of your 
testimony that if you have oecasion to refer to a person who was a 
member of one of these groups of the Communist Party, and you 
have reason to know that they are no longer members, that it would 
be the fair thing to state it at the time that you mention the name. 

Mrs. Cuurcumu. Yes, I believe that is so. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mi: iy I interrupt you again, Mr. Tavenner? I see a 
number of members of the working press who are supposed to have 
the front several rows, who are unable to find a place to be seated. 
Will those who are not members of the working press please vacate 
their seats and move back so the gentlemen of the press may have the 
accommodations that we reserved for them, please ? 

Mr. Tavenner. May I ask you whether or not those who were 
members of the AC-Fisher group of the Communist Party were all 
employees at the Fisher Body plant? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitn. Well, not necessarily. Some of the members that 
we had were maybe the wives or the husbands of people that worked in 
these——— 

Mr. Tavenner. Either the husband or wife was a member ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuttu. Yes, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were they also members of your union except in 
the case of the wife or the husband who may not have been employed 
in the pla 4 

Mrs. Cuvurcnity. Yes. 

Mr. TAVENNER. In testifying, I would like you to also tell the com- 
mittee whether or not any of the individuals whose names you mention 
as being members of this group of the Communist Party ‘held an offi- 
cial position within their union. Now, in the case of Harold Wells, 
did he hold any official position ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuity. No, I don’t believe that he did at this time. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe at the time that you were speaking of 
there were only two officials of your group. 

Mrs. Cuurcuiuui. Yes. 
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Mr. Tavenner. The chairman and the secretary-treasurer. 

Mrs. Cuurcui. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you ‘tell the committee, please, about how 
many people were members of this group of the Communist Party 
in the per iod of your early membership ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuiny. Well, I had a list that was given to me in relation 
to the AC, but a lot of these had dropped out from the party, and I 
don’t think it would serve any purpose to bring them because they 
never attended any meetings and didn’t pay any dues, after 1 became 
involved 1 in the party. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Tavenner, I think it would be just as well to leave 
those names out of the record then. 

Mr. Tavenner. ‘The persons who withdrew ? 

Mr. Criarpy. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I see no useful purpose, in view of the statement by 
the witness, of bringing in names of people in that category because 
then it would call for an extended explanation, and we don’t care to 
have anyone named unless we have reason to believe that they were 
active Pp arty members. 

Mrs. Cuvrcutm.. Well, when I contacted these people, the list of 
names that was given to me to contact because they had been in the 
party at some time or other, and they told me that they didn’t want to 
remain a Communist, I was very happy not to contact them again, just 
to mark them off the list. 

Mr. Tavenner. About how many persons were members of the 
group? What was the approximate membership? 

Mrs. Cuurcnuin. Well, I think actually the active membership 
probably comprised about 7 or 8 people. 

Mr. T AVENNE r. Were those 7 or 8 people to whom you refer active 
in the work of the Communist Party within the Fisher plant? 

Mrs. Cuurcuityi. Fisher and AC. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, Fisher and AC. Will you give us the names, 
please, of the active members of that group whose names you can now 
recall and who are known to you, of course, to have been members 
of this particular group of the party, of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuity. Well, Harold Wells, of course, was active, and 
his wife, Josephine, was active, although she was not a member of 
any local or industrial plant, but she often sat in on the meetings, 
and I have one member that is deceased; you don’t want me to men- 
tion his name. 

Mr. Tavenner. I suggest you not mention the name. 

Mrs. Cuvrent. Hilliard Parrish, who has dropped out of the 
party, and Dorothy Parrish, who has dropped out of the party, and 
Jerome H. Abramik, who was kicked out of the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. When was he kicked out ? 

Mrs. Cuurcrityi. I would say in about 1948 or 1949, early part of 
1949, 

Mr. Crarpy. How was that process achieved, sort of a drumhead 
court-martial, more or less? 

Mrs. Crurcnitt. Well the fact that he belonged to our caucus 
at the AC local, and of course the party, as you know, has absolutely 
no use for a Trotskyite, and during one of our caucuses he was quite 
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friendly with the Trotskyites, and I found this was my duty to report 
it to the Communist Party, and they kicked him out of the party. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, now, did they afford him a fair trial on charges 
prefer ak or just how did they go about doing this? 

Mrs. Cuurcnitt. No, because if they had, I would have been at 
this trial because I was a member of his cell, or club as we call them. 

Mr. Crarpy. Then the moment that he differed with their phi- 
losophy, their ideology, he was just summarily removed from the 
group by the leadership ¢ 

Mrs. Cuurcuity. Yes, the organizer advised him of the fact that 
he was no longer accepted as a member of the party. 

Mr. Ciarpy. He had no trial, no hearing, no appeal ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuiny. No. 

Mr. Crarpy. None of these things that we hear the Communists 
talk about their being deprived of when they appear before commit- 
tees of this kind ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuiny. No, he didn’t have. 

Mr. Crarpy. Proceed. 

Mrs. Cuurcuitt. And June Garvin, who later became June 
Thomas, and 

Mr. Tavenner. Excuse me. I think we should spell those names. 
Will you spell Abramik ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuintni., A-b-r-a-m-i-k. 

Mr. Tavenner. And Garvin / 

Mrs. Cuurcui.. G-a-r-v-i-n. And Edna Blassingame, who 
dropped out of the party for reasons of her own. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell that name, please ? 

Mrs. Cnurcuini. B-]-a-s-s-i-n-g-a-m-e, and a Joe Devitt. He 
dropped out of the party quite some time ago. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell his name? 

Mrs. Cnurcuimn. That is D-e-v-i-t-t. Those are the people that 
we had at that time when I was first in the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, in connection with your description of the 
expulsion of Mr. Jerome H. Abramik from the Communist Party, you 
mentioned the connection of the organizer with that expulsion. Who 
was the organizer of the Communist Party in this area at that time? 

Mrs. Cuurcuty. It was Jack White. 

Mr. Tavenner. Jack White? 

Mrs. Crurcnitn. Yes. At the time that he was suspended it was 
Jack White. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether Jack is his correct first name ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitn. That is the only name that I have ever heard him 
referred to. 

Mr. Tavenner. Briefly what were the duties of an organizer of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Cuurcnity. The organizer of the Communist Party, of course, 
receives his orders from the State committee, and he brings it into 
the section, and the sections discuss the orders that were given to him, 
and they take them on into the cells or groups. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether a person by the name of Pear! 
Potter was one of that early group of the C ommunist. Party ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuinn. Yes, she was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee what her function was, 
if you know ? 
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Mrs. Cuurcuiy. Well, when I was secretary-treasurer of the AC 
Fisher group, I took the dues that I collected to Pear] Potter. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Over how long a period of time was that ? 

Mrs. Cuurcnuinyi. Well, that was in 1942-43, I imagine, right around 
that period, because it was when I first went into the party—I beg 
your pardon, I mean in 1945-46. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, do you know what disposition she made of the 
dues that were collected ¢ 

Mrs. Crurcuiti. No, I do not. I know I just took them to her. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did she use another name at any time? 

Mrs. Courcniti. Well, of course, it was Pearl Potter at that time 
but she has now remarried, and her name is Pear] Kelly. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Pearl Kelly ¢ 

Mrs. Cuurcuiny. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is her husband’s name? 

Mrs. Cuurcutii. Thomas Kelly 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Thomas Kelly a member of the Communist 
Party, to your knowledge! 

Mrs. Cutrcutiun. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What group of the Communist Party was be a mem- 
ber of ¢ 

Mrs. Cuurcuiti. Chevrolet group. He was also a member of the 
section committee at the time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, I think you should tell us at this time how this 
section ee that you just referred to was set up. 

Mrs. Cuurcuityt. Well, when I first was taken into the section com- 
mittee, of course, they advocated women should be active in the Com- 
munist Party, and because the AC is predominantly women, perhaps 
about 78 per cent, they decided that I should vo into the section because 
i was representing AC, and the other members were chosen accord 
ingly, and they comprised a member from each factory, industrial. 

Mr. TAavenNerR. What were the functions of this section committee ? 

Mrs. CHURCHILL. Well. the section committee formed the Daeg for 
the groups throughout Saginaw Valley or Flint or the other places 
I have named. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did all of the areas which you described, the geo- 
graphic areas within the Saginaw Valley section of the Communist 
Party, have representation on the section committee? 

Mrs. Cuurcuity. No, they did not; just Pontiac and Flint. 

Mr. TavenNneER. Who, beside yourself, were members of this section 
committee ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitn. Well, at that time I was and Tom Kelly, Barry 
Blassingame, Howard Foster, Bolza Baxter, and myself, and once or 
twice a couple came in from Pontiac, and one was Murray Borod. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give us that name again? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitt. Murray Borod, B-o-r-o-d, I believe. I am not 
sure about that spelling, and a lady they just called—they just named 
her Elsie. They were in only twice, I believe, and then Murr: iy later 
came from Pontiac to Flint, and he is working here. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did the organizer, Jack White, meet with your 
group ¢ 

Mrs. Cuurcuintu. That is right. Often in the section committee 
it wasn’t actually confined to these people, but at times they were just 
the section committee that were there, but usually he asked other 
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people into a section committee meeting. It wasn’t always confined 
Just to the original members. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. ‘Tavenner, the name Jack White has come into the 
proceeding again. While we have mentioned it several other times, 
this is a new witness talking about him. JI want to make it clear again 
on the record that the Jack White she mentions is not the Jack White 
of radio fame, of Detroit. 

Proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. You mentioned Howard Foster as being one of the 
committee members. 

Mrs. Cnurcuiny. Yes. 


Mr. Tavenner. Of the section committee members. 
Mrs. Cuurcniny. Yes. 
Mr. ‘Tavenner. How was he employed, if you know, and from what 


group of the Communist Party did he come to the committee ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuityi. He is employed at Chevrolet. 

Mr. Tavenner. He represented the Chevrolet group of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mrs. Cuurcumy. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did I understand you to mention a person by the 
name of Barry Blassingame ¢ 

Mrs. Cuurcuity. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. What group of the Communist Party did he repre- 
sent ¢ 

Mrs. Crrurcuitt. From the Buick. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether Bolza Baxter was on that 
committee at any time? 

Mrs. Cuurcninyt. Yes, he was. 

Mr. Tavenner. What group of the Communist Party did he repre- 
sent ¢ 

Mrs. Cuurcuinn. Well, of course probably the third ward, or he 
was just in there because they felt he was representing the Negro race. 

Mr. Tavenner. He was a person of sufficient leadership and stature 
in the Communist Party to entitle him to participate in these meetings 
whether he represented a particular group or not 4 

Mrs. Cuurcuinyi. Yes, he was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the Communist Party organizer before 
Jack White took over ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuintyt. A Joseph Brant. 

Mr. Tavenner. Joseph Brant ? 

Mrs. Cuurcnity. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he attend any of the committee meetings of the 
section while you were there? 


Mrs. CuurcHitn. Well, yes, I attended some while he was here. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know what became of Joe Brant ? 

Mrs. Cuvurcnityt. Well. I believe that he went from here to Cleve- 
land, and I understand he is still there. 

Mr. Tavenner. He went there as a Communist Party functionary, 
did he not? 

Mrs. Cuurcnitu. Yes, that is right. 

Mr. TAvENNER. He is the same Joe Brant. Mr. Chairman. who is 
now under indictment under the Smith Act in the State of Ohio. 
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Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Tavenner, before we get too far aw: iy from the 
identification of Bolza B: axter, do you have p ylans shortly of touc hing 
on his LYL connection ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir; a little later in the testimony 
Mr. Cuarpy. om ank you. 


Mr. TavenNer. Were you acquainted with a person by the name of 


Widmark ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitn. Yes, I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. W-i-d-m-a-r-k. 

Mrs. Cuurcuity. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall his first name ? 

Mrs. Carunceii.. Well, there are two. There is a James Widmark 
and an Eleanor Widmark, who were very active in the early pot of 
my acetals in the Communist Party, but they are now in Cali- 
fornia. 

Mr. TavenNner. Do you know anything of the circumstances regard- 
ing their going to California ? 

Mrs. Cuu rcHILL. No, I don’t. only the Vv told me that the vy W: inted 
to get in a different locale. The y thought the y would be better off 
and could probably do just as good a work. 

TAVENNER. Just as good work? 

Mrs. Cuvurcuiti. In the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. In the Communist Party ¢ 

Mrs. Cuurcuity. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. We have been amazed to find the number of people 
who have been sent out from the State of Michigan to various parts 
of the country to engage in Communist Party work of one character 
or another. The hearing in 1952 in Detroit disclosed that Verna 
McAllister was sent from Detroit to California to engage in Commu- 
nist Party activities. In a hearing we conducted there about 3 weeks 
ago we found Verna McAllister under a married name as one of the 
leading functionaries of the Communist Party at that place. 

Do you know where James Widmark went in California ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuiti. No, I don’t. I got a Christmas card from them 
when they first went out there, but I understand they have moved, 
and I don’t know where the “y are, 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he of sufficient importance in the Communist 
Party to have served at any time on the section committee of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuity. Well, he attended various section committee 
meetings. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Eleanor Widmark his wife or—— 

Mrs. Cuurcuitn. Yes, and I would like to make a statement in 
regard to Mr. Widmark. I cannot say that he was sent out there by 
the Communist Party because I don’t know if it was or if it was his 
own inclination to move out there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you recall at this time the names of any other 
persons who acquired a sufficient amount of leadership in the Com- 
munist Party to have been permitted to attend the section committee 
meetings of the Saginaw Valley sec tion of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Cuvurcii. Well, you mean in the early part of my Com- 
munist 
Mr. TAavENNER. Yes. 
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Mrs. Cuurcuitt. Bob O’Dowd, and his wife, Gladys, attended, and 
they also moved to California. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know anything about the circumstances of 
their going to California and where they went in California ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitt. No, I don’t 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the last name, please ? 

Mrs. Cuurcninti. O’D-o-w-d. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall what group of the Communist Party 
he presented ¢ 

Mrs. Cuurcuiiu. I believe that Jim belonged to the Buick group. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall what group James Widmark repre- 
sent i/ 


Mrs. Crivurcnityi. No, I don’t remember which group he did repre- 


aiid 

Mr. ’] NNER. You stated that there were two Widmarks. I am 
not certain whether you meant a Widmark other than James or 
vhether you were speaking of James and his wife. 


Mrs. Cuvrcuitn. No, I didn’t mean it that way. Lam referring toa 
Bruce Widmark who is now a member of the Communist Party, and he 
s still in Flint. 

Mr. Ciarpy. What is the first name again? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitt. Bruce, B-r-u-c-e. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he of sufficient prominence in the Communist 
Pai ty to attend these section committee meet ings? 

Mrs. Crrurcuinty. Well, he probably did attend a few, but Bruce 
never was too active. He attended some of his club meetings, but I 

hi ivity went, I believe that all it entailed was 
attending meetings. I don’t think that he was given any assignments 
like passing out leaflets or anything like that. 
Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall the nature of his employment at that 
time ¢ 
Mrs. Cururcnity. He worked at the Buick, and he later worked for 
the city, and then he went into business for himself, I understand. 
Mr. Tavenner. I note that you stated that Bruce Widmark is now a 
member of the Communist Party. Are you speaking of the present 
moment or—— 
Mrs. Cuurcnintyt. Well, I probably shouldn’t say the present moment 
because I haven’t been in contact with him for quite sometime or in the 
party since 1950. I can only give you the names of the people that 
were in when I was there. 
Mr. Tavenner. By stating “now,” you meant during the period of 
time that you were in the Communist Party ? 
Mrs. Cuvurcuitn. During the time that I was in there, yes. 
Mr. Ciarpy. I think, Mr. Tavenner, it might be well, and maybe a 

reassuring to the witness, to know that we have other testimony 
dealing with the people she has been naming, so that while I do want 
it clear that you are speaking only of the period when you were in, we 
have mfirming testimony. 

Proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell me whether you can recall the names 
of any other persons who attended the meetings of the section com- 


mean as far as his act 


Mrs. Cuvurcnimi. Well, not in the early part. When Joe Brant was 


the organizer and the early part of Jack White’s being an organizer 
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here in Flint, they didn’t have too many that came in. It was later 
that they brought in these people. 
Mr. Tavenner. Let us wait until later to develop that. 


Going back to the membersl ip OF the AC-Fisher group, \ you 
recall at this time the names of any other persons who were n : 
Mrs. Cuurcuintnt. Well, we had a man that he got to join the Con 
munist Party by the name of Robert Packer, wh Negro, and 
he was a very intelligent person and had a wonderful p \ 
and he only remained in the party, I would say. for about 3 or 4+ meet- 
Ines. | would Cli nk actua \ e dl n KhOW at e got { ind 

he very quietly stepped out. 

Mr. "TAVENNER 1/0 vou tl nk afte } rt a periel t { 
munist Party he realized the nature of the orga ation, and as a 
result of that got out of the party 

Mrs. CuHurcuiLu. Yes, I do, because I contacted him several tin 
to try to get him to attend meetings. through order trom t oreal 


er, because they felt they could use him, but he just wouldn’t commit 
himself at all. I mean, he would hardly talk to me, so I had the feeling 
that he found out that he had gotten into something he didn’t know 
too much about, and then in the A¢ do you want the membersh1y 
now ¢ 

We had during that time a Frank Solbodzian as a member of the 
AC-Fisher group. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the last name, please ? 

Mrs. CyHurcHILu. S-o-]-! l-z-1-a-n. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Now, I think the committee should understand from 
you just what the chief activities of this group were, the AC-Fisher 
group of the Communist Party. 

Mrs. Cuurcuitt. Well, of course our function was to recruit mem- 
bers for the Communist Party and to carry the policy of the Com 
munist Party into the factories. Il remember one time—of course we 
always—at least when I was in the party, and I suppose they still do, 
because it seems to be somet! ng that has been voing on right down 
through the years—we led the leadership of the AC local to believe 
that we were very much stronger than we actually were at the AC 
local, and duri Gg various times of election we had some of the leaders 
coming to us and trying to gain our favor so that we could swing the 
vote or do whatever they wanted, and it was quite a jolt to me because 
I actually knew there wasn’t too much we could actually d 


( o al out it 
only the following that we had or might 


oht gain. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Tavenner, at this juncture I think it might be 
well to again bring into the record a sentence or two from the Con 
munist Party directive that we introduced, as you recall, at Detroit, 
and I refer particularly to this part on page 3, referring to Flint as 
the key in their effort to take over the industrial plants n the State 
of Michigan. 

At the top of page 3, the last two sentences in the first paragraph, 
I think they should be read in at this time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes,sir. [have the document before me. 

This document which the committee recently acquired and intro- 
duced in evidence at Detroit last week, known as Johnson exhibit No. 
1, is a resolution on concentration for discussion at all clubs, sections, 
commissions, and departments of the Communist Party. Attached 
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to it was another document which was the plan of work for the Dear- 
born auto se tion. 

We have been told by a Mrs. Baldwin that there was a separate 
plan attached to copies of this resolution from the State headquarters. 
Ni edo not hay ea cop) applicable spe iff ally in terms to Flint, 
except in the sense that Flint is mentioned in the course of the orig- 
inal resolutio 

Now, do you know whether a 
the Flint area? 

Mrs. Cuurcuit,. No, I do not know. I only know that if it was 
received, that I didn’t see it, but the orders came through about our 
concentration, and that General Motors was to be a key point of con- 
centration. 

Mr. CLarpy. Now, will you read that, Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. The resolution, which is virtually a directive 
from the State level of the Communist Party, has this to say: 


VW 


imilar document was received in 


Flix the key to moving the General Motors division of the UAW, the divi- 
sion which Reuther heads, and therefore the key to striking a powerful blow 
against social democracy. Whatever develops in Flint has great influence on 


the entire UAW 


indicated the serious concern of the Communist Party State 
organization and the importan ‘e which it placed upon the work of 
the various groups of the Communist Party in Flint. 

Continuing at another point, the document states: 


It is therefore clear that we need a drastic improvement in our work in auto, 


in the first place in our work in General Motors, without in any way curtailing 
our work in Ford which remains our main concentration point in Michigan’s 


Wayne County. 


And I will have occasion to refer to this document later on in the 
course of your testimony, but—— 

Mr. Cuarpy. I think I might interject at that point, Mr. Tavenner, 
that since we have gone over this entire Communist directive and 
have evidence that indicates that it is a continuing directive, as it 
says on page 4, 
finally, industrial concentration is not a seasonal occupation. It is not a method 
of work that we will use only for a period of time. It is a permanent method 
of work 
[ think that ties in with what you said, Mrs. Churchill, a few moments 
ago, does it not? 

Mrs. Cuurcumy That is right. 

Mr. Crarpy. Proceed. 

Mr. TavenNneEr. Now, I am anxious to know what type of activities 
these various members of the Communist Party who were members 
of your group and others whom you knew to be members of the Com- 
munist Party engaged in in carrying out the main objectives of the 
Communist Party in this area. 

Mrs. Cuvrcniti. Well, of course, one of the main things that we 
did was to try to sell the Michigan Herald. We oftentimes went into 
localities and sold this paper, and I might add that it was almost 
exclusive in the third ward. 


1 Johnson exhibits Nos. 1 and 2 were previously introduced in evidence as Schemanske 
exhibist Nos. 1 and 2 


2, and were printed im full in the record. See pt. 2 of this title, 
pp. 5116 and 5122 
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It seems to get anybody who was willing to go elsewhere in the 
city outside of the third ward to sell this paper— 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. May I interrupt you there a “moment? Were you 
in —— why the Communist Party was so interested in having the 
Michigan Worker disseminated in the area ? 

Mrs. ( ‘HURCHILL. You mean in the third ward? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mrs. Cuurcuitn., Well, the third ward is comprised mostly of Negro 
people, and they were trying very desperately to get Negro people 
into the party. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. But why was it important—I mean, were you in- 
formed as to what was in the back of the minds of the leadership of 
the Communist Party in putting so much emphasis upon the dissemina- 
tion of a paper ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuiin. Well, of course this is their publicity. This is 
one way they get their publicity out to the people, a1 a they oftentimes, 
in using the paper, would send re porters into Flint and get notes on 
everything that went on in the various plants. They would contact 
the memberships of the various clubs and find out exactly what they 
do in relation to what was going on in the plants, because this is a 
means of agitation. 

Mr. Tavenner. May I suggest this as an additional rie ts It 
appears p lam ly from the document, Johnson Exhibit No. 1, that the 
leadership of the C ommunist Party was calling to the ineediiie of the 
leaders in the sections 

Mrs. Cuurcnuiny. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. And the groups, that too much emphasis had been 
placed on economism, as they referred to it, and by “economism,” that 
meant the Communist Party was spending too much time trying to 
develop issues to help the workingmen, to help the locals, that more 
time should be put upon politicalization, as it was called; in other 
words, using the locals for the political purposes of the Communist 
Party. 

Mrs. Cuurcuitu. Well, they have always done that, to my knowl- 
edge. 

Mr. Tavenner. And that is pointed out in this document very 
clearly, and I suggest that the chief interest in the dissemination of 
the Michigan Worker was in order to lay less emphasis upon the issues 
such as wages of labor and more emphasis upon ideology and political 
accomplishment by the Com: nunist Party. 

Mrs. Cuvurcuitn. Well, the Communist Party has always been 
interested in the politicai end; the school board, for instance, and the 
city commissioner elections, State elections or national elections. ‘They 
have always wor ked on these elections. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Not in order to improve the lot of any of our citizens, 
but to advance the cause of communism primarily. 

Mrs. Cuurcuitn. Well, of course, I might say this is a way to become 
acquainted with more people and to get into more Communist fronts 
and to engage in conversations with more people because they have 
a subject to talk on. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, just as the directive says, the Communist Party 
is primarily interested in promoting anything that will increase its 
membership and enable it to get a better hold upon the Government 
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and upon the plants and upon everything else. Has that not been 
your experience during the time you were in the party ‘ 

Mrs. Cuurcuinyu. Yes, that is right. 

Mr. ( LARDY. Mr. Tave nner, I think because of two or three things 


I vant to do and also because of the health of our witness, we will 
ta { nute re t] tin ivem tes, 

(Whereupon. at 10: 1. m.. the hearing recessed to reconvene at 
i: L.] ) 

(Whe pol ! ) I ] l ne was rec Clie ) 


Mr. Crarpy. The committee will be in si mm. 
Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 


\\ i the TOIKS In the aud e remain as quiet as they can. I know 

s sometimes difficult, and the acoustics are bad. It sounds really 
terrible up here in front, we would appreciate your remaining as 
quiet as uu possibly can, and vill those who go in and out of the doors 
remember that when tl slam, it interrupts us quite a little bit. If 
they wa h that, v oul pre ite tha als« 

Proceed 

Mr. Tavenner. We wet the middle of the discussion of this 
Communist Party directive which is the Communist Party speaking 
to its leaders 


Mrs. Cuurcuintyt. That is right. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Too much n portance Cannot be placed on the lan- 
cuage of this document. I will quote just a few lines to demonstrate 
that the Comn unist Party was more interested in using its member- 
ship and its organization within industry for the promotion of Com- 
munist Party objectives of an ideological nature than it was in doing 
inything, accomplishing anything, for the individual members of the 
union. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Tavenner, I think you rather understated the 
proposit on. I don’t think tl ey are interested in the welfare of the 
union or the welfare of the members themselves unless that directly 
contributes to further success of the Communist Party in selling their 
doctrine that they must overthrow this Government through the use 
ot rorce al d V ole nce. 

Proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, it is important to consider what was being 

one by Communist Party members pursuant to this directive in light 
of the provisions of the directive. This is what the directive says: 


The key link t 


’ ya mplishing our objectives in auto concentration is a forth- 
right recognition of 


the need to struggle against and overcome strong tendencies 


or economism 

that means benefits to the 1 embers 

which have weakened our activity. This is a deep-rooted problem of long dura- 
] gued us for many years. The recent period has not been 


distinguished by vigilant struggle against it. Too much of our party work and 
activity is confined to narrow trade-union issues. 





Mr. Crarpy. By that, I think we discover later on and through the 
testimony, they mean they are worrying too much about getting 
eased wages and improved working conditions and all that sort 
of thing and not enough about promoting the real objectives of the 
party, and that is to disrupt it; is that not true? 
Mr. Tavenner. That is it exactly. 
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Now, I would like to kk ow, from yvour knowledge ot matters, What 
tvpe of instructions were given members of the Communist Party i 


] . 2 . . é 
the matter of going out and vetting into other organiZatioi ror t 
, ] j 
pi rpose of advan Ing’ the ideolog Vy ot the Communist Party 
Mrs. Cuurcuiuy. Well, of course the directive in the Communist 
, Oy 14: 
Party was to 1niiitrate into othe be tical or@al ons. Sue is tie 
Democratic Party, the Republican Party, and to become interested 
v Communist front or any organization which could become a 
Communist front to further their cause and to put out ther pro] 
gand : 1¢ \ ild heat d exactly hat ney meal 
N Vv. 10 we had a Nally dual V iS Quite ictlVe 
{ Democratic Party at one time, and although very few people 1 
I i ot [| { pro ibly } \ | il e Wa i itive Comin l 0O 
} YY)? sot », + lid ‘ ] f 4 fi) . 
the Communi Pa vy. He aid have a lot of iInthuence nt : 
town, and his name was Casper Kenny. 


{ 


Mr. Cuarpy. He had influence primarily because of the fact that, 

as d. I loar Loove r sald. he wa able to cloak ni self with in appeal 
nce of respectability and sell Communist ideas because people didn’t 
recognize him as a Communist / 

Mrs. Cuurcuiui. That is meht. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, you say those were the directives of the Cor 
munist Party. Well, did the membership carry out those directives ¢ 

Mrs. CHurcuinn. Yes, they did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, just to emphasize and to make absolutely cet 
tain that that is what the Communist Party intended to do, T will read 
another sentence which is a conclusion of this whole subject ol 
economism. 

Johnson Exhibit No. 1 states: 

The struggle against economist trends has to turn from words und talk to 
g genius and zeal for detail, the same 
ertness which Communist auto workers have learned in helping to organize, 


build, and defend their local unions, must now be reflected in Organizing 





deeds and action The same organizi 


and that word “oreanizing” is capitalized 

he fight for peace, Organizing the fight for Negro rights, Organizing the defense 
democratic rights, Organizing to bring the case of the 12 before their fellow 

workers and local unions. 

Those are the things that the Communist Party, speaking of its 

leaders, Says must be emphasized rather than the union issues. 

Mrs. Cuurcuini. That is right. For a while the infiltration was 
bel marily in the unions, but they wanted to broaden their se pe, so 
they sent out a directive that people should infiltrate into anything 
concerning people and public life. 

Mr. TAvENNeER. Let us at this time consider what some of the infil- 
tration moves were of the Communist Party in Flint. For instanee, 
let me ask you, what about the Labor Youth League ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitn. Well, we had a Labor Youth League—at the 
beginning of the Labor Youth League they had quite a few members, 
and they were able to bring in quite a few youtlis who were not Com 
munist members, and they held their meetings at one time when they 
first started up over the Greyhound bus lunch 

Mr. Tavenner. I do not want to go into great detail about that at 
this point, but was any specific direction given, to your knowledge, fo1 
the Communist Party members to infiltrate and take over the Labor 
Youth League ? 


18861—54—pt. 8 4 
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Mrs. Cuurcuiti. They were the Labor Youth League 

Mr. Tavenner. They were the Labor Youth League ¢ 

Mrs. Cuurcuin. Yes; its leadership was in the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. What about the Progressive Party? 

Mrs. Cuurcuiiy. The Progressive Party is a baby of the Com- 
munist Party, too. 

Mr. Tavenner. What about the Young Progressives ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuinu. Yes, they are. 

Mr. Tavenner. What about the Civil Rights Congress ? 

Mrs. CuurcnuiLti. Predominantly. 

Mr. Tavenner. In all those matters the Communist Party was 
directing its me mbers to become active pursual it to the provisions of 
this directive, were the vy not! 

Mrs. ¢ AU rcHiLtL. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. We will hear more about that later on from wit- 
nesses, I am reaso! nab] Lf cer tain. . 

Mr. Crarpy. In other words. Mr. Tavenner, and the witness, what 
we are saying is that they moved in on every group they could for 
the purpose of subverting those groups, no matter what it might be, 


to the ends of the Communist Party. 
Mrs. Cuurcuitu. That is Is right. Do you want me to go into the 
Progressive Party as it was when I came out 
Mr. ' “AVI NNER. Yes: I think we might do that right ai this time, 
Mr. ‘J 


but just one second. 
th that now. 

Mrs. Cuurcuitt. The Progressive Party, the last time or when I 
was in it, or just before I came out of the Communist Party, I might 
say, when they were break ing up the groups into smaller cells, the 
directive was that there would be no — social gatherings of the 
Communist Party, but they could meet socially through the Progres- 
sive Party, and the Progressive Party leadership are. Communist 
members, and the Communist—or the Progressive Party’s policy was 
often discussed in the Communist section committee meetings, and 
we have various people that cannot work in the Communist Party 
publicly — after all, their living depends on public approval, 
but they ‘an work in the Progressive & arty because people don’t 
underst: nail that this Progressive Party is the Communist Party actu- 
ally. and one time we took up a petition to put the Progressive Party 
on the ballot, and we got the number of signatures that they had to 
~ine and then the State sent in Helen Winter to a section committee 
— at one time, and she said that they had decided to take 200 

ames from the Progressive petitions to send Communist literature to, 
so they have a purpose outside of—when they send these petitions out, 
they have other purposes than to just get the people—get the party on 
the ballot. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, that showed the method of operations to 

‘arry out this very directive that we have been speaking of, does it not ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuity. That is right. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Incidentally, was there an occasion where peti- 
tions had been prepared for placing the Communist Party on the bal- 
lot and then subsequently the petition was used to put the Progressive 

‘arty on instead of the Communist Party, do you know anything 
about that ? } , , - 

Mrs. Cuurcuityu. No, I don't. 


Suppose you proce ed wi 
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Mr. Tavenner. Who within the Communist Party became leaders 
in the Progressive Party ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitt. Well, the chairman—— 

Mr. Tavenner. That is, persons now known to you to be mem- 
bers of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. CuurcuHi.u. Yes, I know. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think we should avoid the mentioning of the 
names of any persons who were in the Progressive Party who were 
not known to you to be members of the Communist Party. It is true, 
is it not, particularly in the early days of the Progressive Party in 
Flint, there were persons in the organization who had no connec- 
tion with the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Cnurcuintn. Yes, that is true. They had quite a large mem- 
bershi ip in the beginning, but by the time in 1950 when I came out of 
the party actually most of the me mbership consisted mainly of Com- 
munist members. At election, sometimes, when they had meetings, 
they could get people in, if they had a well-known speaker, and they 
were able to bring in people that were not members, but to actually 
belong to the Progressive Party, J don’t believe the Vy had too many 
members outside of the—however, I might state this, that they keep 
a list of the people who belong to the Progressive P arty down through 
the years, and these added names that they took from the petitions 
all received literature during election times because I know I called 
the name that I had of a member who had joined the Progressive 
Party in the early stages, and boy, he really ate me up, because he 
didn’t want any part of that Progressive Party. He said it was 
nothing but a blind and he didn’t want to have anything to do with 
me or the Progressive Party, and he didn’t want any more iiterature, 
and he said he had called and called, and they just kept on sending 
it anyway. 

Mr. Tavenner. In other words, do you mean to say that the list 
of the membership of the Progressive Party was made available to 
the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuiny. It evidently was. 

Mr. Tavenner. For its own use. 

Mr. Crarpy. That, Mr. Tavenner, brings up_a question to heage 
You remember at the close of the hearing in Lansing yesterday I 
had some reference to the circulation by the Communist Party of a 
little pamphlet and a letter. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I wonder, Mrs. Churchill, if you could help me in con 
nection with this. This letter is from the Communist Party, and the 
document that came along with it was addressed to a friend of mine 
who works for the Lansing State Journal at Lansing. He, of course, 
has never in any way been associated with the Communist Party or 
any of the subversive movements that are Communist fronts or an) 
thing even closely akin to it, and I am wondering if you could help 
us and enlighten us a little bit further on what other means or methods 
thev use to accumulate names to send their literature to, because last 
night. after coming here, I learned that these very same doenment 
and the letter, which is signed by William Z. Foster, the heod of t] 
party in the country, and Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, and Pettis Perry, 
a couple of Communists that have been convicted—I am wondering 
if you could tell us how they get these lists and why on earth they 
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n this instance, have sent this sort of material to a eood hews 


who is a good American, by the way, and why and how 





\ bute it among the factory workers here in Flint, as 
ey are Gdolng right now. 
Mrs. CHturcuitn. Well, of course that is easy to understand. That 
Lp vy stunt They \ | send it to vou. and you wouldn't 
ce > »>you W can't keep st out it: vou would go tell somebody 
>. | ; + | } , : + 9 : 
( “Look wh I got in the ma look what so-and-so sent me. 
Mr. Crarpy. ‘That is pi sely what the newspaperman did. He 
I ; ye] 
Lilt maed O re, 
\I { HUR LI mo thie ! c | Ol ict hit od \ odd wal oO 
\I { LARDY . I ( ] | t} \ re d Stl Lite Ul In | 
} } ‘ 7 | » | 4 | t tT 
ore Or ie@ss, DUE J wondering’ now hey a unulate t Se 
names. Wher ao they got vet i 1em, merely pick up a city directory 
t ne book o1 V\ ib ale they ao é 


Mi Crorcuitt. Well, I know various times that we worked 


the Progressive Party on elections, and they chose Communist women 
to go t ugh the telephor directory and call various people right 

Ww f ne to see 1f they had been registered to vote, and if it would 
be possible that they use a telephone or city directory, or if you are 
very || KhHOWN, I happr to know that aitel ] test fied Ih) Detroit 


O1 I believe it was before ifter I had testified in Detroit. that they 
sent a ttle pamphlet up to \\ | DIF, and they gave it tothe FBI, and 
a Coe . 4 


they were calling all the people, of course, that were testifying nea 

{ e people stool pigeons, and so on and so forth, which of course 
ire q te used te ind DI »bably would t vet along without it. but 

they do tl way to bring discre lit o1 people and to get publicity is 

the biggest thing 


Mir ( LARDY. Yes. wed scoverecd, in connection witl the very hea. 


Ings 1 it we are holdi gy iI Mic nigan, that there was obviously avery 


carefully laid plan and plot for people under subpena to release in 
formation to the hewspapers. It is the practice of this committee to 
never release information about anyone under subpena unless that 
person Hirst has released that fact. Well, day after day, as you may 


have ovpserved i tne press, first o1 e and the another, at predetermined 
¢ forth into print and talking about the commit 
tee and abusn Gg it and doing other things. You had a letter to the 


editor in the paper last night that also appeared in the Lansing State 


Journa ist Sundav. We had that witness before us yesterday. He 
was very abusive and took the fifth amendment so many times we lost 
count. I don’t think he set a new high. I think we had one that took 


it over a hundred times one time, but this would be one that came 


mtervais, were hi rstinis 


pretty close. 

Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe I asked you to tell the committee who, 

within the Communist Party became leaders in the Progressive Party / 
Mrs. Cuurcuitn. Well, the chairman of the Progressive Party at 

the time that I was taken out of activity, was Shirley Foster, and I 


would like to clear up a poll t 753 may have the indulgence of the com 


mittee, because there is a Shirley Foster who lives on 12th Street, and 
Shirley Foster’s name has been used before in relation to the Com- 
munist Party by other people, and the Shirley Foster on 12th Street is 
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lly getting the works because the address of Shirley Foster wasn’t 
put in the paper. ; 

Mr. Ciarpy. In other words, there has been a confusion of identity ? 

Mrs. Cuurcninu. Yes, that is right 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, at this jun ture I think we should repeat some- 


thing we have said many, many times. If anyone is identified in t] 

hearing by a witness, either wrongfully or otherwise, and desires to 
be heard and will communicate with this comm ittee, we will be more 
than happy at a convenient time to both of us to atford them that Oop- 
portunity, and if anyone feel that there has been a mistake in identi ty 


and will communicate that fact to us, we will | pe very glad to let the 
world know that that is the = 

In this case would you gin iddress, the correct address of 
Shirley Foster that ed it there will be no further 
onfusion ? , 

Mrs. Cuurcuitt. The Shirley Foster I am identifying lives on 
Flushing Road. 

Mr. Criarpy. The other one that has been wrongfully named 


Mrs. Cuyurcuitt. On 12th Street, I understand. I was called on 
that last night, and she is pretty heartbroken on that. because she said 


she considers herself a pretty vood American and does rt want to be 
connected with the party. 
Mr. Ciarpy. So far as your knowledge goes, she never has been. 


Mrs. Cuurcuinyi. No, she never has been. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, I hope this little episode will clear that up for 
her, and if anyone else is in the same alegory, if they W il] commu 
cate with the committee, we will be glad to afford them that oppor- 
tunity. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know how the Shirley Foster living on 
Flushing Road was employed at the time she was » member of the 
Communist Party, to your knowledge i 

Mrs. Cyurcuinu. Well, she was only a housewife during the time 
I was in the party, but before that she has told me that she was a 
schoolteacher. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Witness, I am afraid that a great many of your sex 
are not going to like your saying she was only a housewife. After 
all, that 1s a pretty important occupation. 

Mrs. Cuurcuiti. Well, let me stipulate what I mean by that. I 
think people in the C ommunist Pilea when they are active members 
of the Communist Party, their interests lie elsewhere. 

Mr. Cruarpy. That is 1 he "y just didn’t want it to appear that 
either you or the committee thought that being a housewife is unim- 
portant. 

Mr. Tavenner. Activity in the Communist Party has not been very 
conducive to oe wee ce of the normal obligations of the housewife. 

Mrs. Crurcnityt, No, that is sort of a minor issue, as long as you 
have a place to live. If you are an active Communist, you are pretty 
active, you know; you are pretty busy 

Mr. Cuarpy. Yes, if you are an active Communist oe member, 
you have to devote your entire life, 24 hours a day, to what the party 
wants, don’t you? 

Mrs. Cuurcumy. That is right. I know one time, as an illustration, 
because my health was failing, and I was very often tired because I 
worked at the AC and was active in the party, I know a couple of 
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times when I came home I would lie down on the davenport, not 
turn on the lights in the evening, and turn on the radio for relaxation. 

It wasn’t too many days before I was asked where I had been those 
nights by Jack White, who was our organizer. Evidently he had been 
out tomy house one of those nights. and J wasn’t there—so he thought— 
but I told him that if he knocked on the door I probab ly woul | have 
answered. He wanted to know what I was doing. I said I was resting, 
I was tired. He said, “Couldn’t you rest and study Communist liter- 
ature, and couldn’t you read so and so that you were instructed to 
read at that time? You could improve your time.” I was wasting 
my time. ; 

‘Mr. Cuarpy. What you are telling us then is that the Communist 
Party has spies and informers and the other class of people that they 
talk about ? 

Mrs. Cuurcnmu. Yes, evidently they do, because they sure knew 
what I was doing part of the time. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe possibly the best way to get at this would 
be to go back in your testimony. You recall you have testified about 
the Communist Party membership in the AC-Fisher group. Now, 
while you were a member of this section committee of the Communist 
Party, were you afforded the opportunity or required to attend meet- 
ings of other groups of the Communist Party which were part of the 
sect ion 2 

Mrs. Cuvurcuitn. I attended 1 or 2 meetings. One was a Buick 
meeting at the home of Charles Mitchell who lived on Taylor Street. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend meetings of any other group ¢ 

Mrs. Cuurcuity. Well, they had Chevrolet meetings at my home 
because my husband was in the party. After Mr. Churchill and I 
were married, he joined the Communist Party at my instigation, and 
he has been very unhappy with me because he feels that I am respon- 
sible for getting him into a lot of difficulties because I insisted on him 
engine pasty 
; Mr. > A\VENNIR. Did you induce him to do that in order to be able 
to carry out more efficiently the task that had been assigned you by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuiny. That is right 

Mr. Tavenner. As a result of which he has been inconvenienced 
and embarrassed 2 

Mrs. Cuurcuintu. Yes: that is right. 

Mr. Criarvy. Was that done, Mrs. Churchill, without his having 
knowledge of the role you were playing ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitt. No: I had to fin: ally tell him because, for instance, 
we were having a breakfast at our house one morning, and it was 
shortly after we were married, and it was a breakfast of the Com- 
munist people, and he went along with me all right to a certain point, 
but along about 11 o’clock th: 2 night before the breakfast. he started 
packing his suitcase, and I said, “What’s the matter with you? Where 
are you going’” He said, “This is no place for me. I am getting 
out of here.” He said, “If you want to have the Communist people 
come into your home, that is your privilege, but,” he said, “I never 
did, and I never will.” He said, “I am just taking off, and you do 
what you want to.” 

Mr. Crarpy. I take it the FBI understood when you had to tell 
him about that. 
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Mrs. Cuurcuiny. Yes; I had to tell him because it was breaking 
up my home, and of course the next morning you can imagine the 
state I was in because I didn’t actually know what he would do. I 
felt I had to watch him all the time. I didn’t know if he might erupt 
during the breakfast or not, but he carried it off all right after 1 told 
him. 

Mr. Crarpy. That, I think, impels me to say at this time that you 
certainly did make a considerable sacrifice. The committee, and I am 
sure the entire Government, appreciates what you have done. 

Proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was there a group of the Communist Party in Flint, 
to your knowledge, known as a professional group or a group that 
performed the usual functions of a professional group of the Com 
munist Party ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitt. Well, there was only just one time that the or 
ganizer ever mentioned any such thing to me as that, but he said that 
there were a few people that were secured. 

Mr. Tavenner. That was the purpose in the Communist Party « 
ganization in having a professional group, that their names be kept 
secure even from other Communist Party persons ¢ 

Mrs. Cuurcuiun. Yes: that is right. 

Mr. TavenNER. So from what you were advised, there was such a 
group. 

Mrs. Cuurcuit,. Yes; but I don’t think it was large, but I know 
he did tell me that he had some people that were known as Commu- 
nists. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was that? 

Mrs. Courcuin. That was Jack White. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you ever meet in a Communist Party meeting 
at the home of Jack White? 

Mrs. CuurcnHiny. Oh, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Which was attended by a person in that category? 

Mrs. Cuurcutity. I attended—there was just one time that one of 
these people attended a closed een and I couldn’t say if he was 
a Communist member or not, but I know that he attended a closed 
meeting, and I know that the Communist Party as a rule enn let 
people into a closed meeting unless they trust them pretty much. 

Mr. Tavenner. So you are testifying now only as to what you 
know ? ned . 

Mrs. Cuurcui.y. Yes. 

Mr. TAavenner. And you know that this individual attended a 
closed Communist Party meeting which you attended at the home 
of Jack White? 

Mrs. CuurcHity. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you fix the approcmae date ? 

Mrs. Cuurcnity. No: I can’t do that, because it was quite some 
time ago, and it was—I would say probably in 1948 and 1949, but I 
am not “positive about that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the individual ? 

Mrs. Cuurcui.. Morton Leitson. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the last name, please ? 

Mrs. CuurcniLu. L-e-i-t-s-o-n, I believe. However, I couldn’t say 
that he was a member because I have never seen his card or I never 
was told that he was a member, but I do know he attended this closed 
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meeting, and as I said before, you had to be a pretty trus stworthy mem- 
ber or pre ity trustworthy pe rson. 2 me mber or somebody c lose to the 
party, in order to atten daclosed meeti ng, 

Mr. Ciarpy. By that you mean trusted by the Communist Party? 

Mrs. CourcHi.u. Yes. 

Mr. Crarpy. They don’t let just anyone into closed Communist 
meetings then ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuiity. No; that is right. 

Mr. Crarpy. They wouldn’t let an investigator for this committee 
attend if they knew he was such ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuity. Oh, I am quite sure they wouldn't. 

Mr. TAvENN! R. I believe you told us a few moments ago that you 
attended a meeting of the Communist Party group in the Buick sec- 
tion—— 

Mrs. CuHurcnHinu. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. At the home of Charles Mitchell ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuinyi. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give us the names of the other persons who 
were in attendance at that meeting; that is, those that you can recall? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitn. There was Barry Blassingame, and I believe at 
a m ecting Jim Widmark was there, because this was in the early 
before he went to California—and the organizer, and myself, and I 
don’t remember anybody else that was at that meeting. In fact, there 
wasn’t too many members there that night. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Do you know whether or not the wives of any of 
those persons were members of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuinu. No, L don’t, outside of the fact that Edna Blassin- 
game was a member of the Communist Party, but she was not at all 
active. She did pay her (ie until she step yped out of the party, but 
she never attended any meetings that I know of, and she never was 
active. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether Lloyd Dantzler was a mem- 
ber of that group ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuiny. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe I asked you whether you attended any 
meetings of the (¢ vhevrolet group of the Communist Party. 

Mrs. Cuvurcuitt. Yes; I had some Chevrolet meetings in my home, 
Chevrolet Club. 

Mr. Tavenner. How did you acquire knowled 
knowledge of the membership of that group | 
than the attendance of meetin os at your home? 

Mrs. Cuurcnmn. Yes: I got the full list of the Chevrolet member- 
ship 1947, I believe it was, when we had a party for Joe Brant, our 
form« e organizer, and I was given this li St of membership to contact 
for contributions for the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who gave you the list ? 

Mrs. Cuurcutin. I think Mrs. Brant, Slyvia Brant, gave me the 
list. I am not quite sure who gave it to me, only I know that I was 
given a list of names to contact for this party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you contact them ? 

Mrs. Cuvrcuin. I contacted as many as I could, people that I 
could find, but you understand that there were a lot of people, par- 
ticularly Negroes, when we were having parties at the Royal Gardens 
on St. John Street, who would come in and listen to speeches by 


ge or did you acquire 
yy any other method 
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various people in the party. I know one time we had Mr. Jackson * in, 
and he touched on the Negro question, and we had quite a few Negro 
people that came in, and we had some that joined the party, and then 
when I went to contact these people, I found that some of them had 
given fictitious names and fictitious addresses. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Tavenner, Mr. Jackson has been identified before, 
but let us get a more full identification. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. Can you give us his full name? 

Mrs. Cuurcui.u. I don’t know if I can or not. 

Mr. Ciarpy. What was the position he occupied ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuinyi. Well, he was on the State committee at that time, 
I believe, and he was educational director, and he came into Flint and 
gave different talks at various times. He came in to talk on the Negro 
subject at the Royal Gardens that I am referring to. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether he is now a fugitive? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitt. Well, only by what the people in the party say 
that he is. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether his first name is James? 

Mrs. Cuurcut... I don’t remember, really. I couldn’t tell you. 

Mr. Crarpy. I think, Mr. Tavenner, that you had better put a 
further statement in the record that he is a fugitive from what, while 
we have had it before, so it will be understood here. 

Mr. Tavenner. He is one of the Smith Act defendants, Mr. Chair- 
man. 

Mrs. Cuurcuitu. Yes; I knew that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you recall the names of any of those whom 
you got in contact with to attend the meeting in regard to Joe Brant’s 
departure ¢ 

Mrs. Cuurcuity. In relation to the Chevrolet I have these names, 
and as I read them off, I will tell whether I contacted these people or 
whether they lived at this address or not. There is a Mr. and Mrs. 
Parrish 

Mr. Crarpy. May I interrupt you a moment? Do you have any 
other means in addition to that of identifying them as members of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuiti. Only the people that I will tell you that I talked 
to and contacted and got money from. 

Mr. Tavenner. Money for the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Cuurcnitt. Money for the party for Joe Brant, and that 
we talked about the Communist Party when I contacted them, and I 
also will tell you if they were active at that time or not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Very well. 

Mrs. Cuurcuitt. Mr. and Mrs. Parrish, James Smyers, S-m—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Excuse me. Did you say what Parrish? I am 
not certain that I understood you. 

Mrs. Cuurcuiiu. I have their names, but I just have it written 
here as Mr. and Mrs. Parrish, that live on Chapman Street. 

Mr. Tavenner. If you can identify them by the first names, it will 
be advisable to do so because understandably there may be other per- 
sons by that last name. 

Mrs. Cuurcnuiiti. Well, there are quite a few Parrishes, but I am 
referring to—his name is Uhlard, U-h-]-a-r-d, I believe. 





1 James Jackson, from Detroit, now a fugitive from justice 
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Mr. Tavenner. Did I understand you to say you know the address 
where this particular Parrish lives? 

Mrs. Cuurcuin. Yes. It was G-2171 Chapman Street, and this 
member was quite active up until just maybe a few years ago, but I 
would say probably that they were sort of sympathizers because they 
have come out to some social functions in the Communist Party since 
they dropped out of activity too much; and this James Smyers, which 
is S-m-y-e-r-s, who lived at 1812 Liberty Street, was in the party, but 
he hadn't been too active, and the last few years he hasn’t been active 
at all; and John Thomas, who lived at G-3418 East Atherton Road, 
and now has another address, was active and has been active right 
down through the years, 

Mr. Tavenner. What was that name, please 

Mrs. Cuurcuitu. John Thomas. He goes by the name of Jack. 

Mr. Tavenner. Proceed. 

Mrs. Cuurcuiy. And a Michael Uradnicek, U-r-a-d-n-i-c-e-k, who 
lives at G—3079 Kleinpell otreet, gave me money for the party, and he 
is a member of the Communist Party. However, I do not know about 
his activity in the party. I know he wasn’t too active in the group 
which I was in; and a Frank Yurasek, who previously lived on Miller 
Road, but he sold that home, and he now lives elsewhere. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Spell that last name. 

Mrs. Cuurcuiy. Y-u-r-a-s-e-k; and then we have a Mr. and Mrs. 
Hessel Anderson, who lived at 6090 Sunny Avenue, Flushing, Mich.; 
and Arthur Altimer, who I did not contact. He didn’t live there any 
more, they said; and a Curtis Brooks, who was active, and I have met 
in his home, 1419 Florida; and we have E. F. Cole—I won't give you 
his address because he didn’t live there; and a Herman Clifton on 
Liberty, who wasn’t at the Chevrolet at that particular time, and he 
didn’t live there any more. 

Mr. Crarpy. By that remark you mean they had given fake 
vddresses and maybe fake names ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitt. Well, I am not quite sure which one, but one of 
these was a vacant lot, nobody lived there; and an F. D. Dantzler, 
1249 Easy. He is active; and a Walter Hay wood, 1322 Hickory ; and 
Anderson Hunt, who lived at 81014 Dewey Street, and I had quite « 
conversation with him. He wasn’t active, but he had been a party 
member, and he gave to the party, gave money for the party; and a 
Louis Hampton at 1532 Fay Street. 

When I contacted this address for Mr. Hampton, they said that he 
lived at 409 Howard Center or “Ct.,” whatever that means, so I went 
over there, and he wasn’t there, and they didn’t know where he lived; 
and a Thomas Kelly. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is he the same Thomas Kelly to whom you referred 
at an earlier point in your testimony ? , ' 

Mrs. Cuurcuity. Yes, and he lived at 1733 Mott at the time, but he 

ow has a new address: and Howard Foster, who lives on Chevrolet 
Avenue, and these are members of the Chevrolet. This was a list that 
was given to me to contact for the party in 1947, and of course there 
are names that have been added to that list since. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. The chairman asked you, near the beginning of the 
testimony, not to give the names of persons that you could identify in 
the Communist Party that you know of your own knowledge had 
withdrawn from the Communist Party. Can you tell the committee 
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about when it was that most of those persons withdrew from the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuiti. Well, I can’t tell you that they did withdraw. I 
can't tell you if they are still paying dues or not, because I didn’t col- 
lect the dues for the Chevrolet local, but I didn’t see them at any meet- 
ngs, but you understand that people can belong to the Communist 
Party and pay dues and not attend meetings. I mean, they will pay 
dues, and as long as they do, they are members of the Communist 
Party. I don’t know if these people paid dues or if they did not or 
if they are members and if they are not. At that particular time this 
list was given to me, they were given to me in faith as Communist 
members. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think, Mr. Chairman, in light of that statement 
we should take that testimony in executive session and investigate it 
further. 

Mr. Crarpy. Yes, I quite agree. We will follow the usual practice. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you tell the committee or give the committee 
any reason for various persons having vithdrawn fror n the Com- 
munist Party who did withdraw ¢ Do you have any speci ial kn ow ledge 
oO} that subject ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitt. Well, yes. I talked to some people that have 
withdrawn from the party, and in fact I have advised several people 
who did drop from the party to contact the FBI and get their names 
cleared bec: aus e when the Vv told me that when they joined the party 
that they thought it was ‘another nolit ical party that had the work- 
ingman’s interest at heart, but since they got invo the party and found 
out what it absolutely means, they had no intention of joining a party 
that would turn against its Government, and they considered them- 
selves Americans; this is their home; this is where they live, and they 
want to protect their country and they have no inte ions of consort- 
ing with anybody for the overthrow of this Government, and a lot 
of them stepped out for that reason, and when hey joined the party, 

i lot of people are ignor: ant of the police v of the party or what their 
objectives are, and when they do know, you will find that they don’t 
stay in very long, and people that got in, after they are indoctrinated 
or beginning to give some of the theory on con imunism, t then they are 
perfectly w illing to get out as quickly as possible. 

Mr. Crarpy. And it is exactly that class that we had in mind when 
we announced earlier that we do not want to spread those names on 
the record and if any, by inadvertence, do get on the record, if those 
persons W ill communicate with us, the committee will do all within 
its power to make certain that they are cleared as far as it is humanly 
possible. 

Mrs. Cuvrcuiny. I have tried to contact quite a few people, and 
while I know that they are out of the party and I have their names 
I have contacted these people and ike d them their feeling on this, 
and this is the answer that I have gotten, and I told them that the 
only way they could clear themselves was going to the FBI and ha 
their ns ime ti aken off the list. It doesn’t belong there. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You might also tell them to get in touch with this 
committee because we have extensive files. The FBI keens some 4 
men working 5 days a week all day long at our headquarters in Wash- 
ington. It will be helpful if they would do that with us also. 
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Mr. Tavenner. As a result of the withdrawal of various persons 
from the Communist Party for the reasons that you have assigned, 
was there any appreciable effect upon the morale of the ¢ ommunist 
Party in Flint or the success of its operations and its undertakings / 

Mrs, Crurcuiiy. Yes, there was. There was a certain period, even 
after I was in, there seemed to be no new members comme into the 
party, and the party wasn’t reaching out into the working class like 
they wanted to do, so we had a lot of talks on this, and nobody 
seemed—although everybody would promise to go out and organize 
and bring in new members and so on and so forth, very few did it. 

Mr. Tavenner. As a result of that and asa result of the withdrawal 
of members did the strength diminish, the overall] streneth of the 
Communist Party ¢ 

Mrs. Cuurcuitit. Yes. We had what we called colonizers sent 11 
to Flint to put new life into the party, and I might say that the colo 
nizers, when they were sent in, most of these people are highly edu- 
cated peop le, and not only some of them are college gre aduates, and 
wt have had schooling in the Communist Party, and the ‘vy were very 

ll disciplined, and they know exactly how to work in the ¢ ‘ommunist 
; ey 

I might state, when they first came In, they classified themselves 
from the intelligentsia class, and it was difficult for them to get down 
to a worker’s level, to work with the workers. 

Mr. Crarpy. You mean they identified themselves as having a sort 
of a super intelligence ? 

Mrs. Cuurcnuiityi. Yes, they were just a little bit above the working- 
class people that they were sent in here to work with. Ata meeting at 
Howard Falk’s on North Street, where Mr. Winter was present and 
Mr. Albertson 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that Carl Winter ? 

Mrs. Cuurcniit. Yes, Carl Winter was present, and Mr. Albertson, 
there was broug!'t to our attention by one of the colonizers, and he said 
that he felt that they hadn’t accomplished what they were sent in here 
to do because they didn’t know the workers’ problems like they should 
know them. 

Mr. Tavenner. They were people then inexperienced in the field of 
labor ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuiy. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. But were specialists in the field of 

Mrs. CHurcHILt. Communism. 

Mr. TaveENNER. Communism and ideology ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuityi. Yes, that is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was it that made that statement, do you recall ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitt. Yes, Murray Borod. 

Mr. Tavenner. Murray Borod ? 

Mrs. Cuvurcuiuyu. Yes, that is right. 

You see, in the party when you have these meetings, we did have 
= it they call se if criticism, and if you recognize a fault i in yourself, 

at least you thought you had a f: ault, and you weren’t acc ‘omplishing 

s : iain vou criticized yourself at certain meetings, self-criticism, and 
e said that this was one of his failings, that he felt, when he got to 
the plac e where he could get absolute Ly * ‘down to the workers’ level’”’ 


1 William Albertson, convicted under the Smith Act in Pittsburgh. Pa 
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they were his exact words, “down to the workers’ level”—that then he 
could accomplish more, but that he wasn’t used to this type of work 
and he just wasn’t able to understand their problems yet. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Did you know from what section of the country 
Murray Borod was sent to Flint 4 

Mrs. Cuurcuitt, New York. He worked in Pontiae before he came 
to Flint, but he came from New York as a Communist 

Mr. Tavenner. You said that you called them colonizers. Was that 
a term used by members of the Communist Party in describing persons 
of this category ¢ 

Mrs. CuurcuiLy. Yes, that is true. 

Mr. TaveNNeER. You say you understood that these colonizers were 
being sent in for the purpose of strengthening the Communist Party 
here in Flint ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuinu. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like to refer again to Johnson Exhibit No. 
1 in which the Communist Party is now speaking and in which it says: 

Many comrades would be encouraged to volunteer to change their jobs to seek 
employment in large auto plants. 

Did these colonizers who came in here from New York and possibly 
other places go into the industrial field ¢ 

Mrs. CuurcuiLn. Yes, that is right, they did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give us the names of any other colonizers 
or persons who were considered by you as functionaries of the Com- 
munist Party as colonizers ? 

Mrs. Cuurcnuiti. These people, I want to explain, that were sent in 
as colonizers, were sent in specifically to do a job of organizing in the 
shops and to bring party policy to people and to strengthen the party 
and to activize the people that were already in the Communist Party. 

There isa Martin and Phyllis Trachtenberg. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know where they came from ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitit. New York, I understand. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. All these colonizers came from New York, did they 
not 4 

Mrs. CuurcnHity. Well, there were some exceptions. 

Mr. Crarpy. One or two? 

Mrs. Cuurcuinu. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you tell the committee, please, where either or 
both of these people were employed ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitn. Well, Martin works at the Buick, and Phyllis is a 
housewife, and when I came out of the party, she was the treasurer for 
the section of the Communist Party. Max Trachtenberg was in Flint 
for quite sometime, but he was unable to seek employment, so he went 
to Detroit. 

Mr. TAvenNER. Was he related to the other Trachtenberg 

Mrs. Cuurcuitu. His brother, I understand, and Howard and Nina 
Falk. 

Mr. Criarpy. What is that last name again ? 

Mrs. Cuurcutm. Falk, F-a-l-k. Howard works—— 

Mr. TAvENNER. Do you know where he came from ? 

Mrs. Cuyurcnitn. New York. Howard works at the Buick, and 
Nina was a housewife. I heard that she worked in the drug store, 
but I couldn’t confirm that because I don’t know. Ted Karpell came 
in and was active for quite some time. 
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Mr. CLarpy. How do you spell that name 

Mors. Courcuitn. K-a-r-p-e-l-l. 

Mr. Tavenner. How did he become employed ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitn, He was employed at Chevrolet. He got into dif 
ficulty with the people over at the Chevrolet because they saw that he 


Was passing out paimp! lets of a communistic nature, and he was 
roughed up pretty badly and charged and had a trial, and I believe 
that he was acq ed, but the people over there painted his car red 
and hung him eligy, and so on and so forth, and made it prett 
Ie O : ewas guilt inX1OUS TO leave town. 


Mr. Tavenner. What local union was that ? 
Mrs. Cuurcninn. 659. 

Mr. TavenneEr. 659 4 

Mrs. Cuurcuiny. Yes 

Pe AVENNER [In what pla it ¢ 

Mrs. Cuurcuitn. Chevrolet. 

Mr. Tavenner. It would appear then that if the rank and file of the 
unions knew of the Communist Party connections and activities of an 
ind ual, he would not be able to accomplish nivthine?- 

Mrs. Cuurcurtyt. That is true. In relation to the union, I would 
like to state that the unions have Communists in a minority, but these 
Communists are very well trained and are very fluent speakers, most 


of them, but the majority of the unions are good American citizens, 
and they could stre ngthe n our country because they are militant, most 
of them. if It comes ris it down to an le where t ‘1'€ nyt ne 
stake, and | believe that li they know who these people wtbeati are 
of course there are always rumors going around inashop. Ifa pe rsol 
is a little liber: i or something like that, he gets the word “Communist” 
tacked on him, and actually he isn’t. 


Mr TAVENNER. ‘Lil eralism and communism should not be confused 

Mrs. Cuvurcnitut. No. that is right, and so a lot of people are called 
Communists when they are not, and so for that reason I think they 
are a little precautions about the activity they engage in until they 
ac tually find out if they are members of the Communist Party. 

There is a William Van « ler ee s, V-a-n d-e-r D-o-e-s, I believe it 
is. He works at Fisher Body id a George I believe it is a George, 
anyway—Moscon. 

Mr. Crarpy. Spell that one. 

Mrs. Cuurcnini. M-o-s-c-o-u, I believe. 

eT aan NNER. Do you know where he was from ? 

Mrs. Cuvrcnitt. From New York, I believe. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where was he employed / 

Miers. Courcu..tu. I am not sure. He is in one of the plants, but I am 
ly sure where he is placed; and a George Fox from Lansing. 

Mr. Cuarpy. It seems like I have heard of that gentleman before. 

Mr. TaveNNer. How was Mr. Fox employed ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuityi. At the Chevrolet. 

Mr. Crarpy. I want to int rje t, Mr. Tavenner, at this point. The 
statements of the witness concerning the fact that the overwhelming 
percentage of people in labor unions are good loyal citizens check 
exact ly wv ith what this committee has discovered in all of the investiga 
tions it carried on, but I want to add this to it: Don’t you agree also 
with the committee that the mu ority, small as it may be. not only in 


not exa ft 


1 Further identification reveals that the name intended to be Jack Moscot 
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labor unions but in any group, exert an influence far greater than 
their numbers would seem to warrant ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuiii. Well, that is true because they are militant, and 
they are active. 

Mr. Crarpy. And they have a plan of action, haven't they? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitn. That is right, and very seldom a union meeting 
goes by but what they don’t interject themselves some way or othe 
to bring the focus on themselves. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Would you agree with the committee, then, that the 
disclosure of the names of those who are actually members of 
Communist Party, whether it be in the labor unions, whether it be 
any other stratum of society, will help destroy their usefulness and 
enable the right thinking members and other groups to cleanse them 
selves ? 

Mrs. Cuurcnitn. That is absolutely correct because I don’t think 
that there is any Communist that likes undue publicity, if it is m 
favorable to himself, 

Mr. Crarpvy. They can’t stand the hot glare of publicity, can they ? 

Mrs. Cuurcniti. They just don’t like it, because they know that 
once they become in the public eye and are known as Communists, 
part of their usefulness is at an end. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Do you suppose that accounts for the beligerancy and 
the insulting attitude man y of them take when they appear before 
this committee ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuity. Well, as far as I am concerned, it probably would, 
but you can’t understand the workings and minds of some Com- 
munists. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, you can say that again. It is difficult and has 
been difficult for me ever since I have been on the committee and I 
suspect it has been for the chairman, who has been on for a great many 
years—impossible to fathom the mind of one who would allow himself 
to join a group dedicated to the destruction of everything we hold 
dear. 

Mrs. Cuurcuitn. Because to me when Communists or anybody else, 
whether it is these hearings or FBI or any other law enforcement, if 
they get up and declare themselves unapproachable, then I feel that 
they would be willing to subvert to anything in relation to our Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether there was anyone in this 
( ay ag of colonizers from Grand Rapids? 

Mrs. Cuurcutm.. We had a Sapolinski, I believe. I don’t remem- 
ber his first name, but he was killed in an automobile accident on his 
way home one night, and it is too bad that he didn’t use his educat oe 
his personality, to better the conditions of his own country than to 
further the ideology of a foreign country because this boy really had 
something on the ball. He had a wonderful personality, and he had 
a unique way of talking to people, and he could have been a real help 
to his country. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with a person by the name of 
Jimmy Zarnichny ? 

Mrs. Cuvurcnitn. Yes, I have known Jim since he was a little boy. 
In fact, I had Jim in an organization that we had when the union was 
first organized. We had what we called a youth organization for the 
union members, the children of the union members, and Jim was a 
member of this organization. 


ie’ 
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Mr. Crarpy. Will you spell that name? We have it, but I would 
like it clear in the rec ord. 

Mrs. Cuurcuity. Well, I think you will just have to be content with 
the way you have it spelled because I haven't got it here. 

Mr. Cuarpy. He was at one time a student at MSC ? 

Mrs. Cuurcutiu. Yes, he was. 

Mr. Ciarpy. And achieved considerable notoriety as a result of his 
activities over there. 

Mrs. Cuurcuim. I think that Jim did, with the help of the party, 
get . lot of pub hie ity on his ease, but I think he felt a little let down 
because they didn’ t vo further with it. 

Jim is a type of person who was very intelligent as an accountant, 
«nd I think he could have gone a long way, but he was willing to throw 
over his career for the party. 

Mr. Crarpy. He just took the wrong path. 

Mrs. Cuurcuinu. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he in the category of colonizers or was 

Mrs. Cuurcutiy. I wouldn’t place him in the category of a colonizer 
because this was his home. 

Mr. TavENNER. Will vou tell the committee a little more about the 
practice ot utilizing these colonizers ¢ When they came, did they 
immedi: tely take up a position or become active in the Communist 
Party, o ‘how was that worked out ? 

Mrs C HURCHILL. Well, of course When they first came in to Flint, 
they were secured until they got jobs in industrial plants. 

‘TAVENNER, What do you means by “secure”? 

Bo Cuurcuintt. They were not even known to most members in 
the Communist Party because this is top security, we might say, and 
they received or they got into the industrial plants, and until they 
received their seniority, a lot of the members didn’t know who these 
people were, and after they received their seniority, then they became 
active. The first thing, of course, in the un ee, and then they joined 
the various Communist clubs that were attached to the various indus- 
tries, and from then on, of course, that was what they were supposed 
to do, but in relation to our local we had one girl that went into activ- 
ity before she actually knew too much about the local, and the first 
meeting that she attended she stamped herself as a Communist because 
she came in, and she attacked the union in relation to the Negro people, 
ind I know conditions are Ce good as far as the Negro people are in 
probably most of the unions, but I know that we try, and I know that 
these conditions have to be ch inged, but you don’t come in and attack 
your union on something like that that the ‘Vv are trying to correct that 
we never do anything, that we don’t have Negro this and Neero officers 
bee: vse we have had Negro officers in our local, and the next. morning 
after she came in or was to this union meeting, one of the committee- 
women approached me and she said, “I see you have a new fellow 
traveler, a new member.” I said, “What do you mean by that?” She 
said “Who is this Communist that was in the meeting vesterd: ay, this 


red headed oir] ?” And ] said, 7 don’t know anything about her. | 
don’t know if she is a Communist or not.” I did know. but I wasn’t 
viving her anv information. I was a Communist then. 

She said, “Well, she is a Communist: we know she is, and we almost 
threw her out yesterday.” And that was the first meeting that she 


had attended. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Who was the individual ? 

Mrs. CuHurcnuiny. I haven’t given you their names yet, but it is 
Gerald and Marilyn Baumkel, I believe it is spelled B-a-u-m-k-e-l.’ 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did it normally take for a person to come 
in, say, from the city of New York and acquire a position, gain senior- 
ity, gain a position in a local union, before becoming a member of the 
local group of the Communist Party, t hereby lifting the security with- 
in the Communist Party? 

Mrs. CuHurcuitu. Well, as far as the peop le, the colonizers coming 
in, of course they immediately contacted your organizer, the organizer 
knows who these people are, and maybe other people in the Communist 
Party who are fully trusted or peop le that the Vv feel that the Vv can give 
this information to, and then they get their job, and of course it 
depends on how long it takes them to secure a job in the plant before 
they become known, and they get the seniority in the plant before they 
are widely known. Sometimes a colonizer being sent in is so anxious 
to get to work that peop le around him recognize that he is a Com- 
munist before the Communist Party ovives him permiss1o}i to come 
out as such. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee whether or not these 
alleged colonizers became active in the affairs of the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mrs. Cuurcnini. Oh, yes, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you recall positions of leadership thut some of 
them reach in the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuiut. Well, some of them, of course, became chairmen 
of their clubs, and Phyllis Trachtenberg became the treasurer of the 
section. 

Mr. Tavenner. What, in your judgment—excuse me, do you have 
others in mind? 

Did Falk attain any position of leadership in the party ¢ 

Mrs. Cuurcuiti. He might have in his own club, but I don’t know 
if he did. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the effect upon the Communist groups 
within the section and within Flint of the entry of the colonizers into 
this we 

Mrs. Cuvurcuiti. Well, I wouldn’t say that it was particularly good 
when thar first acme in, because it seemed to me when they first came 
in there was a sort of factionalism which arose in the Communist 
Party, which, of course, is absolutely against all Communist theory, 
but some of the older members were a little bit dubious of these people 
that were sent in and due to the treatment that some of the older 
people received from some of these colonizers. 

Mr. Ve.pr. Do I understand you, Mrs. Churchill, to say that the 
colonizers who were sent into Flint were mostly younger people? 

Mrs. Cuvurcuitn. That is right, they were. 

Mr. Vewpe. It would be only natural then that the older members 
here in Flint would resent their coming in to take over. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Let us date this, too, while we are at it. At about 
what time did this colonization start ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitt. Around 1949, I think it was, in the latter part 
of 1949. 

Mr. Crarpy. Continued over some period after that? 





1 Further information reveals that correct name is Sherwood (Jerry) Baumkel. 
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Mrs. Cuurcutm. Yes. I think, of course, what we must under- 
stand, that they sent these colonizers into Flint for this purpose, and 
if they have an objective of any kind that they want accomplished, 
at any time, unbeknownst to anybody, they can change their people 
around. They cansend them from locality to locality. 

Mr. Ciarpy. They have a pretty rigid discipline, don’t they ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitt. Oh, yes, that is true, particularly with the younger 
people and with these colonizers, they are very well disciplined, but 
some of the members, I might say, the older members who had been 
in the party over a period of time, they were pretty lax, and the social 
functions the party had were predominant in their minds; discipline 
didn’t mean anything to them, but 

Mr. Cuarpy. That is the very thing this Communist directive, 
among others, was crying out against, that there hadn’t been the tight- 
ening of the lines and the obedience that the party demands. 

Mrs. Cuurcuii.. That is right. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Would you say that at the time they sent in the col- 
onizers that Communist Party movement here was pretty well 
falling flat on its face more or less and that the colonizers were sent 
in to » Praeotgart it, bring it back into real activity again ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuiyi. Well, yes; I would say that because we had in 
1948, I believe, an organizational drive in Flint, but it wasn’t suc- 
cessful. The party people were very nonchalant; I mean, they just 
went along. ‘They were members, and that is about all it meant to 
them, I think, at the time. 

Mr. Ciarpy. So the colonizers were sent in by the higher-ups? 

Mrs. CuurcuiLyi. Yes. 

Mr. Ciarpy. To put it back on its feet again ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuin. We had some members who were very active and 
very militant, but they were minor, I mean, few. 

Mr. Vevpr. Mr. Chairman, before we recess, I would like to ask 
Mrs. Churchill concerning the practice of carrying membership cards. 
When you first became a member of the Communist Party, of course 
you h: id a members! Lip card, did you not ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuinyi. Yes, I did have. 

Mr. Veitpr. And all of the other fellow comrades had ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuiti. Yes; they gave me—because I was chairman of 
the group, they gave me all the cards for the members that I had in 
my club. 

Mr. Vextpr. Do you recall when the practice of issuing membership 
cards ceased ? 

Mrs. Cuurcnitz. I think around the first part of 1948 or in 1948, 
I believe. 

Mr. Vexpr. I think that evidence that we have already had before 
the committee indicates that that was the date when the national 
Communist Party issued instructions that no cards 

Mrs. Crurcuiny. That is when they first became quite conscious of 
the fact that they had to look to the future and their security. 

Mr. Crarpy. The year 1948 then, to your knowledge, was the last 
year in which they issued a card or had a card for a given year, 
wasn’t it ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuity. That is right. 

Mr. Crarpy. Some of those for 1948 were issued in the closing 
months of 1947 and some of them to new members and others were 
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issued during 1948, but thereafter that practice was dropped for 
reasons of security to the party. 


Mrs. Cuurcnitn. That is right. 

Mr. Crarvy. Mr. Tavenner, is this a good point to stop ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir; this isa convenient place. 

Mr. Vetpre. May I say, before we recess, to Mrs. Churchill that I 
concur in the statement made by the distinguished Representative 
from Michigan regarding your patriotic service. I happen to be a 
former FBI agent and have spent some 3 years in that organization on 
Communist activities and as such I contacted many patriotic people 
who were operating as undercover agents in the Communist Party. 
I realize very well the terrorism that you went through during your 
membership as an undercover agent for the FBI, and I am sure that 
the committee and all American people appreciate the patriotic service 
that you have rendered. 

Mr. Crarpy. We will recess at this time until 1:30, and all those 
under subpena to appear today will report at that time. 

(Thereupon, at 12 noon, the hearing was recessed, to reconvene at 
1:30 p.m. of the same day.) 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


(At the hour of 1:45 p. m. of the same day, the proceedings were 
resumed, Representatives Harold H. Velde and Kit Clardy (acting 
chairman) being present. ) 

Mr. Ciarpy. The committee will be in session. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Chairman, before proceeding. Mr. Tavenner, I 
would like to make this announcement, that I have been in telephonic 
communication with Mr. Clyde Doyle, the Congressman from Cali- 
fornia, who is an able member of our committee. He advises me that 
he will rearrange his busy schedule and attempt to be here for the 
hearings tomorrow morning, so that we might have a nonpartisan 
committee sitting here in Flint. 

Mr. Criarpy. And along that same line, I would like to make this 
observation: Now and then the press or other folks discuss the fact 
that since there are nine members on the committee, it should be easy 
to cover a lot more territory than we do. Well, I want to observe that 
it is pretty difficult to get three busy Congressmen on any hearing any 
time, even in Washington. 

Mr. Vetpe. I certainly concur in that observation, Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 


TESTIMONY OF BEATRICE CHURCHILL—Resumed 


Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Churchill, you described for us this morning 
the effect upon the Communist Party groups in this area of the influx 
of colonizers, Communist Party colonizers, here. Will you tell the 
committee, please, now what the effect was upon the local unions, of 
this influx of colonizers to this area ? 

Mrs. Cuurcnmu. Well, I will start with my local first because, 
although they are very active in our local, and they are going to a 
lot of meetings and are interested in things that come up in the local, 
they haven’t been able to get a foothold in our local, and they haven’t 
been able to penetrate our paper. 
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I know I have gone down to the local union hall with members of 
the ¢ ommunist Party to try to get articles in the paper, and they 
just absolutely refuse; although you might turn something in, and 
they will acknowledge that they received it, but you never see it in 
print, and they just don’t have a foothold in our local, and the Buick, 
they are very active there. I have made it my business to get quite a 
few of their papers, the Buick papers, and I haven’t seen too many 
article S any articles, as far as I am concerned, in the Buick paper, 
but the Chevrolet local and its paper—I am talking about the paper 
aie I have had my husband get me papers from the local, and I 
I have found over the last year or two that they have been able to 
vet things into their Searchlight, articles by members of the Com- 
munist Party, and not too long ago there was quite an article by 
Murray Borod, and this Searchlight paper has been quite viciously 
attacking the committee, which to me is un-American. 

[ suppose they have a right to attack anybody they want to, but it 
is un-American, we know that, and they have penetrated the paper. 

Two or three years ago my husband was instructed to write an article 
and to get it in the Searchlight, and he couldn’t ret it in, and it wasn’t 
because the article wasn’t good, because the organizer used the same 
article in the State committee and read this article to the State com- 
mittee, and they commended him very highly on this article, said it 
was a wonderful article, and I might state, this is one way that they 
have of using their own people. 

When he was complimented on his article, he didn’t tell them that 
he didn’t write it. He accepted the compliment, and then one of the 
party members came back and told us that this article was read and 
that he was complimented on the article. But I know that they 
weren't able to get anything into the Searchlight over a period of 
years un itil the last couple of vears . and they > have been able to get 
articles into the Searchlight, ot they have made quite a lot of head- 
way at the Chevrolet, and I believe—of course one thing, they have 
some of their colonizers and very capable ones were assigned to the 
Chevrolet, very fluent speakers who could influence a lot of people, and 
they have, through this national office, designated the Chevrolet as a 
concentration point for the Communist Party’s activities because they 
feel that the Chevrolet is the backbone of General Motors. It isa feed- 
er plant, for one thing, and it would affect other plants throughout the 
Nation, and not only that, but they produce more cars at the Chevrolet, 
and they feel that would hurt General Motors more if this plant had 
to be shut down at any time, and I feel that out of all the plants in 
Saginaw Valley, particularly in Flint, I can’t speak for Detroit, but I 
can speak for Flint, that the Chevrolet plant is this plant in which 
they have done more work and created themselves more of a following 
than any other plant in town. 

Mr. Criarpy. That is what you mean when you talk about concen- 
tration. We had some discussion of this on the record at Detroit, Mr. 
Tavenner, you will remember, but perhaps it would be well for vou 
to have the witness develop for the record here a little bit about the 
meaning of that term and why they use it. 

Mrs. Cuurcnitt. When we talk about concentration, we mean that 
most of our activity is centered on this direct focal point in relation 
to the passing out of leaflets and the selling of the paper and any 
activity in relation to any pl iblie ity that we can get, we do that: and 
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here, of course, the mimeograph machine comes in, and they have a 
mimeograph machine which they use for making leaflets and which 
is used in any underground work that they have. They don’t have 
to depend on anybody else for any p yrinted material, and they have 
used this means. I know I sold papers myself at the Chevrolet, quite 
a few times. 

Mr. Vevpr. Mrs. Churchill, I am not quite clear about your discus- 
sion concerning this Searchlight. Do I understand that that is a 
Communist newspaper ¢ 

Mrs. Cuurcuitn. No, it definitely is not. That is the organ of 
659, the paper of the local 659, the union paper. 


Mr. Vetpr. And when you said that the publication—correct me 
if 1 am wrong—did you say it contained un-American viewpoints ? 
Mrs. Cuurcuin. No, contains usually things pertaining to the 


local and happenings within the local, and sometimes it contains 
articles that they think are of interest to the union. That is like cer- 
tain poll ticlans ‘and things that might have a bea ring on the local. 

Mr. Vetpr. But the idea that you wanted to present to us was that 
the colonizers attempted to get the propaganda into the Searchlight, 
control the policy of the Searchlight. 

Mrs. Cuurcniny. I am stating that they not only attempted to do 
it; they have done it. I know for a while that they talked about the 
AC because it has concentration of women, and the national sent a 
directive in that there should be some attention paid to the AC, but 
it never transpired, that it was directly nothing but Chevrolet as far 
as the concentration point was concerned. 

Mr. Tavenner. I understood you to say that it was apparent to 
you that the Communists had been more successful in the past 1 or 
2 years in getting its propaganda line into the Searchlight 

Mrs. Cuurcuiny. Yes, that is right. 

Mr. TavENNER. Do you have any knowledge of your own as to 
whether or not this was the result of any direction that was issued 
to the manager or operators of the Searchlight from higher levels 
in the union ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitn. Well, the only thing that I can say is that the 
president of the local and an y me smbers of the local paper knew or 
must have known that these some: were Communist, because at one 
time, particularly the article that I will mention the name, particu- 
larly at one time during the layoff of men, due to lack of work, I 
suppose, a lot of these people were laid off. and we had a colonizer 
by the name of Murray Borod who was a committeeman, and they 
lai d off all around him until it became established that throue h peo 
ple’s asking questions, that auiens complained of the fact th at he 
was a Communist, and they went in and found he was, and so they 
demanded that he be laid off as his turn came up, and he was laid off. 
Thev must have known through that action that he was a Communist 
because this happened before his article appeared in the Searchlight. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, vou have told us that there was a security 
pe riod during which the colonizers would not affiliate norm: ally with a 
Communist Party group here, and that that period was usu: ally long 
enough to enable them to secure senior ity rights. 

Mrs. Cuurcninn. That is right. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Well, why was it important that their Communist 
Party activities not be known before they obtained their seniority 
rights? 

Mrs. Cuurcuity. Well, of course if these people became known as 
Communists, they absolutely wouldn’t have gotten into these plants, 
because most of the plants, I don’t know what the Chevrolet setup is 
particularly only they have been lax, but I know that most of the 
plant’s setup, they investigate their people’s applications, and unless 
these people were secured to the point where they were anonymous 
until they got into the plant, they wouldn’t have been able to get into 
employ nent in the shop. 

(Rep resentative Kit Clardy left the hearing room at this point.) 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Do you know of any means of deception that were 
practiced by the colonizers in obtaining employment in such a manner 
that the employer would not know of their Communist Party affili- 
ations? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitn. I don’t think they did try to practice deception 
when they first came in, but it became difficult for them to get jobs in 
the plants after these colonizers became eeeee, and it became known 
that the colonizers were coming in; then I know of a couple of cases 
where I was told that they were going to use their maiden names on 
their applications to try to see if they couldn’t get into plants. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Do you know of anyone who did use her maiden 
name instead of the married name in securing employment for the 
reasons that you have given ¢ 

Mrs. Cuurcuity, No, I don’t know of any one that got in employ- 
ment because I think the plants were advised of the fact that these 
people were going to use this technique to try to get in, and I think 
they were pretty thoroughly investigated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give the committee the names of anyone 
you recall who tried to do that, who tried to accomplish. 

Mrs. Cuurcuiiy. I don’t know if they tried to do it or not. I know 
they told me they were going to do it, and that was Nina Falk and 
Phyllis Trachtenberg. 

Mr. Tavenner. Nina Falk was the wife of whom ? 

Mrs. Cuurcnitn. Howard Falk. 

Mr. Tavenner. Howard Falk? 

Mrs. CuurcuiLy. Yes. 

Mr. TavennER. What was the Trachtenberg woman’s name ? 

Mrs. Cuurcnity. Phyllis. 

Mr. Tavenner. Phyllis Trachtenberg was the wife of —— 

Mrs. CuurcuiLn. Martin. 

Mr. Tavenner. Martin Trachtenberg. That would indicate, would 
it not, that the employers have, during a period of time, tightened up 
their investigative procedures in regard to employment ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuity. Yes, I think that can be very clear because these 
people haven’t been able to penetrate, and particularly after these 
colonizers did get in, and they realized what was happening here in 
Flint. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now you have told us about the rank and file action 
of the members of your union, indicating strong opposition to known 
members of the Communist Party. In the light of that I am unable 
to comprehend the statement as to the ability of the Communist Party 
to get articles published or propaganda published in the Searchlight in 
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the last year or two which they were unsuccessful in doing prior to 
that time. 

(Representative Kit Clardy returned to the hearing room at this 
point. ) 

Mrs. Cuurcuitu. That is a question. I don’t understand it my- 
self. 

Mr. Tavenner. You do not have the answer to it? 

Mrs. Cuurcuiy. No, I do not have the answer. In view of the fact 
that these people knew, because they had been advised that this man 
was a Communist when he was a committeeman, and they still accepted 
his articles for the paper—I don’t understand why it was allowed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was the question of religion mi ade any issue in the 
functioning of the Communist Party during the period you were a 
member of it ? 

Mrs. Cuurcnitt. When you joined the Communist Party, if you 
had any religion, they felt that as you went along in the party and 
become indoctrinated into their theory, that you would gradually 
lose your religion as you went along, because they believe in nothing 
but material things, and the »y, of course, brag on the fact that they 
are atheists, and some of the experiences that I had—I talked to our 
organizer about it, and he told me that people, after they gained more 
knowledge in relation to the party, they would drop their religion, they 
wouldn’t have to be told to do it, they would just drop it voluntarily 
after they became indoctrinated into the theory of the Communist 
Party. 1 know one time we had a meeting at my home, it wasn’t 
actually a meeting. Mr. Allan, who was the 

Mr. T AVENNER. Was that Mr. William Allan? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitt. William Allan, of Detroit, who came in for notes 
for the paper. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Commonly called Billy Allan in connection with the 
Worker, the gentleman who was recently convicted at Detroit ? 

Mrs. Cuurcnitt. Yes. He came in one time to get some notes about 
what was going on in the union so they could put it in the paper, and 
we were just talking along about these various things that were hap- 
pening, and without any provocation or any previous discussion about 
religion, he just jumped to his feet and raised his fists in the air and 
said he was proud to be the biggest atheist in the party. It floored me 
because I couldn’t see any point in it right then because we hadn’t 
even been discussing religion. They think, of course, that religion is a 
myth and an opium of the people and is only being used to subject the 
people : and that as you become educated in the Communist Party that 
it is a drug and that there is no need of God in anybody’s life. 

During the last year I was in the party they directed some people 
to enter into some of the churches. I know one of the places, one of 
the homes that I was working in the Progressive Party, one of the 
Communist women told me that they had gone into a synagogue, and 
she came out and described what happened there, and it was a vicious 
thing because she spoke that it was nothing but a money-grabbing 
institution, and she spoke about they had to sit on hard chairs because 
other people had more money than they did, and they could afford to 
have a cushion in their chair. I couldn’t believe this, so I went to 
one of the Jewish people in town, and I discussed this with him, be- 
cause not being familiar with the Jewish religion, I couldn’t under- 
stand this, and he said that wasn’t true, but due to the fact that these 
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people would buy their own — because they were building new 
synagogues all the time 5 and this as one Wi ay they he ad of furnishing 
their churches, and some people id ferred these chairs. It had nothing 
to do with—— 


Mr. Tavenner. Well, if I understand you correctly, the Communist 
Party members were advised to go Into and become members of 


churches, not for the bona fide purpose of worshiping God in the 
manner of their choice, but for the purpose of advancing the cause 
of the Communist Party. 

Mrs. Cuurcuiy. That is right. 

Mr. Vetpe. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Ciuarpy. Yes. 

Mr. Vevpr. I might say, I am sure that the gentleman from Michi- 
gan Knows, too, that we have a creat deal of testim ny previously 
taken before this committee which was substantially the testimony 
that Mrs. Churchill is now giving, regarding communism and religion. 

Mr. Criarpy. Yes, Mrs. Churchill. Isn’t it true that all the Com 
munists you knew utterly denied God and religion ¢ 

Mrs. Cuurcuityi. That is right. They have absolutely no use for 
it. As the e\ claim. it Is an lum and a drug ; ana used by the capl 
talist system to subject peop = to keep them under their thumb; they 
use this. 

Mr. Veupe. In any event, the Communist teaching is to put com- 
munism before God. 

Mrs. Cuurcuityi. That is right. 

Mr. Ciarpy. They, in their schools of instruction and in their litera 
ture, attempt, do they not, to implant in the minds of every member 
ot the party the idea that the Marxian theory of economic, materialis- 


tic development is supposed to take the place of religion and that reli 
gion and the Communist Party and aliicdihemsenn ‘utterly irreconcil- 
= 

a ( 


Mrs. Cuurcuiityu. That is right. 

Mr. Cirarpy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Churchill, I would like to go back in your 
testimony at this point to your affiliation with your group of the Com- 
munist Party and your knowledge of participation in Communist 
Party activities of other persons and ask you now if you can give the 
comn ttee the names of : any other persons— ; 

Mrs. Cuurcnuiti. Yes, I have—— 

Mr. TAVENNER (continuing). Ww ho were known to you to be members 
of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Crarpy. And as you go along, if there are any unusual spell- 
ings, if you can, the Chair would appreciate your spelling it out. Of 
course, if it isa name that is com monly known as Smith, Brown, Jones, 
or awithinael that sort, it won’t be necessary. 

Mrs. Cuurcutiyi. There isa Marvin Engel. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is that name, please? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitit. Marvin Engel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you identify him more fully ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitn. Well, this Marvin Engel was very active and in 
the party right up until the time I was taken out, and he has been 
in the Progressive Party, I believe in NAACP, and in the youth 
leagues. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall a person by the name of Charles 
Shinn, S-h-i-n-n ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuityt. Yes. He is a member of the Communist Party 
and was active, and he attended the last year or two that 1 was in 
the section committee, and he was quite active, but I might say in 
relation to him, that the last year I don’t thin Ik he was too active—the 
last year that I was in the party, that he wasn’t too active, because he 
had two small children that he was solely responsible for, and he 
couldn’t take on these activities and take care of his children, and he 
said that his children were much more important than the party and 
there were times when he went over there that he didn’t want to have 
anything to do with it or talk to us about it because he felt that he didn’t 
want to take a chance on maybe losing his children. 

Mr. Crarpy. That person was identified by testimony presented in 
Detroit, was it not, Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mr. TAvVENNER. Yes, sir. 

Mrs. Cuurcuinn. And Jose ‘phine Wells. I gave you her name this 
morning, I believe. And Paul Simon; he belongs to the Progressive 
Party and the NAACP. Geneva Olmsted. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Geneva Olmsted ? 

Mrs. CuurcuiLy. Geneva Olmsted Borod, and she ran for treasurer, 
I understand. 

Mr. Crarpy. You are talking about B-o-r-o-d as the last time? 

Mrs. CuHurcninyi. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. You say she ran for treasurer ? 

Mrs. CuHurcHinyu. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. You mean treasurer for the State of Michigan? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitn. Of the Communist Party, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. On the Communist Party tic ket ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuinu. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that the same year in which Abner Berry ran 
for Governor ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuiu. I believe it was. 

Mr. TAvENNER. For the State of Michigan ? 

Mrs. CuurcHiILu. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. And Phillip Raymond for the attorney general, and 
Hugo Beiswenger for the United States Senator ? 

Mrs. Cuurcnityt. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. All on the Communist Party ticket. Was Geneva 
Olmsted related to Shirley Olmsted Foster ? 

Mrs. Cnurcuity. She is Shirley Foster’s niece. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Niece? 

Mrs. CuvurcHiLty. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Very well. 

Mrs. Cuurcuinty. I have some names that I am not going to mention 
because they were new members, and I contacted them at their homes, 
and they were taken in on some of our social parties, and they never 
paid any dues, and they didn’t want to be recognized as Communists. 

Mr. TaveENNER. Yes, I-—— 

Mr. Vetpr. I believe, Mr. Chairman, that testimony should be taken. 
However, it should be taken in executive session. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Yes, if there is any reason in your mind to believe that 
it would be helpful to the committee, in further exploration in execu- 
tive session, we will take that up with you later. 
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Mrs. Cuurcumy. And Charles Mitchell at 422 East Taylor. Wal- 
ter Slocum. 

Mr. Tavenner. Would you spell the last name, please ? 

Mrs. CHurcuitu. S-]-o-c-u-m. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give further identifying information re- 
lating to him ? 

Mrs. Cuurcniy. Yes, I knew him very well. I worked with him 
in the Workers’ Alliance, and I attended a Communist meeting which 
was the first one I ever attended which probably was around 1938. 
They called it the street unit, and Walter Slocum was one of the 
people who asked me to attend this meeting. 

Milton Strutts. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the last name, please ? 

Mrs. CHurcHILL. S-t-r-u-t-t-s. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give further identifying information re- 
lating to him ? 

Mrs. Curcumin. Yes, he has been in my home many times and 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you mean at C ommunist P arty meetings in your 
home? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitz., They had a Communist Party meeting one time, 
and he was there; that was quite sometime ago, and he asked me if I 
didn’t want to become a Communist member, and at that time he 
worked at the Buick; and Hilliard Parrish, Dorothy Parrish, Julia 
Parrish, Delia Parrish, and John W. Pomaski, P-o-m-a-s-k-i. 

Mr. Tavenner. On what do you base your statement that those 
people were members of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Cuurcui. I have contacted all these people. I know that 
they were. I might say in relation to the Parrishes that they are not 
active, and they haven’t been active, but I know that they have 
attended some social functions of the Communist Party, so I can’t say 
that they absolutely shed the cloak of communism. The -y are at least 
sympathetic. 

Bud Simon from Fisher Body is not in the Communist Party right 
at the particular moment, but during the party they had for Wynd- 
ham Mortimer and Bob Travis at the CIO anniversary party, I had 
quite a talk with him, and he said that he would be perfectly willing 
to go along with the Communists at Fisher Body if they would be a 
little more secure in their activities, and he was a former Communist 
and a very active one. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who is this person Bob Travis of whom you spoke? 

a ‘uRCHILL. Bob Travis was one of the original organizers of 

‘IO in Flint in 1937. 

ae gripe r. Well, I think we should make the record clear as 
to whether or not you are indicating by your testimony that he was a 
member of the Communist Party or not. 

Mrs. Cuurcuityi. As far as Bob Travis is concerned, I have never 
seen his card in relation to being a member of the Communist Party, 
but I know he affiliates - 1 Communist people mostly, and I know 
that his wife isa reporter for the Michigan Worker. 

Mr. Crarpy. The Mic aa Worker being—— 

Mrs. Cuurcuityi. Being a paper of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Crarpy. It is more or less the Michigan edition of the Daily 
Worker. is it not? 
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Mrs. Cuvurcnitn. That is right, and during this party that they 
had, it was the Communist people that took up a collect! on to tee 
out W yndham Mortimer of the e: arly organizers from the ClO. * 
know that some years ago Bob Travis was ve ry highly ae of 
this district, and people had a great de aa of respect for Bob, but siine r 
he began to affiliate and to consort and to chum around with the 
Communists, he lost most of his prestige. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, are there any other persons who were active 
enough in the Communist Party, according to your recollection, whose 
names you should give us? 

Mrs. Cuurcui. I gave you Thomas Kelly, I believe, this morning. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mrs. Cuurcuitn. Paul Endicott was very active here in Flint for 
a while, and a leader of the AYD in Michigan, and Shirley Foster, 
Howard Foster, Lester Foster, Sr., Mary Foster, Louis Baxter, Curtis 
Brooks. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know who was the wife of Louis Baxter? 

Mrs. CuurcuiLu. Jean Asselin. Of Louis Baxter ? 

Mr. TavENNER. Yes. 

Mrs. CuurcHiLn. Jean Asselin. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the last name? 

Mrs. Cuurcuity. I believe A-s-s-e-]-i-n, but I am not positive about 
that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether or not she was a member of 
the Communist Party ¢ 

Mrs. Cuurcutm.. Yes, she was. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Can you tell us anything about her activity in the 
Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Cuurcniti, She wasn’t too active in the party while I was 
there. I saw her at the organizer’s home, and then she was very active 
in the Progressive Party and in the youth leagues. 

Mr. Tavenner. Very well. Will you proceed, if there are others. 

Mrs. Crrurcuini. Casper Kenny was a Communist, and I don’t 
know if he still is or he still isn’t. 

Mr. TAvENNER. wae was the name? 

Mrs. Cuurcnity. Casper Kenny. 

Mr. ‘TAVENNER. Ww ill you spell that last name, please? 

Mrs. CuurcuiLu. K-e-n-n-y, and I think that 1s most of the names 
that I have. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Tavenner, while you have been progressing, I 
have been checking up on our listing of pub ications, subversive organ- 
izations, and publications, and I don’t know whether you have the 
document the Bs or not, but on page 140, the Michigan Herald is listed 
as having been found to be Communist initiated or controlled or so 
strongly influenced as to be in the Stalin solar system. That was the 
finding by the California Committee on Un-American Activities, and 
then we have had some findings of our own since that time. 

I bring that up because—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, since the publication of that docu- 
ment this committee has also found that. It resulted from a hearing 
that the committee had in Detroit in 1952. 

Mr. Crarpy. Yes, I know, but I was going to ask Mrs. Churchill 
if she knew the Helen Travis she mentioned a moment ago or would 
recognize her if she saw her 
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Mrs. Cuurcuinyi. Yes, she is in this room. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Will you turn —— behind you and identify—— 

Mrs. Cuurcniny. She is sitting right in back of me. 

Mr. Crarpy. Mrs. Travis cena before our committee—was it 
not 1952, Mr. Tavenner? 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe it was earlier than that, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Crarpy. That was in connection with the Leon Trotsky matter, 
was it not? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Verne. And as I understand it, at that time Mrs. Travis refused 
to answer questions on the grow ae ot the privilege of self-incrimina- 
tion. 

Mr. Crarpy. Oh, yes; that, and as I recall it, several other consti- 
tutional amendments. 

Proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Another of the Important directives of the resolu- 
tion in 1949 which were issued by the State headquarters of the Com- 
munist Partv of Michig: an was the matter of schooling or tr: uning on 

e part of the Communist Party members. Did you attend a school 
of a j character, Communist Party school ? 

ie Cnourcnuitn. Yes. We had some schools here in Flint. We had 

1 May 1947, and we had one in May or in August 1947, I believe, 
ait we had what we called a General Motors school in 1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who conducted the first school to which you re- 
ferred ? 

Mrs. Cuvurcuityi. The first school was conducted by Hy Gordon, 
who was a former professor at Columbia University and became con- 
nected with the educational department of the Communist Party in 
New York City, and the other school was conducted by Dave Fox, and 
then the General Motors school was conducted by the organizer. 

Mr. Tavenner. By the organizer ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuity. Jack White, ves. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you rec: all the identi ity of persons who attend- 
ed those classes with you at either or both of those schools ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitu. Well, I would like to skip the first school, if I 
may, in relation to Hy Gordon, because I testified in relation to this 
in the trial of the six, and they are appealing the case, and I would 
prefer not to go into that, but in relation to the one of Dave Fox, the 
school was attended by Harold Wells and Eleanor Widmark and 
James aoe and Bob O’Dowd, and myself, and I am not sure, 
but IT think Howard Foster or Shirley Foster was there once or twice, 
but I don’ thin k they were there continuously 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend any other s« hools 

Mrs. Cuurcum. Just the General Motors se ont They asked me 
one time if I would go into New York and attend a school there, and 
then the organizer came and told me that due to the fact that they 
would like to have a Negro sent into New York to school, that they 
would like to send in Bolza Baxter, and so he was sent in my place 
to New York to school, and then they contacted me later and asked 

if I would be willing to go to a school in Cleveland, and they con- 
tacted me that one afternoon and wanted me to go in the next morn- 
ing, and due to the fact that I had a very ill daughter with tuber- 
ulosis, I refused to go. 
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Mr. Tavenner. What emphasis was placed upon education; that is, 
Communist Party education of the members ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitn. Well, of course Communist Party education is 
one of the most important functions in the party because their theory 
includes practically everything that has anything to do with your 
life, your religion, your living standards, and the Government, and 
education is very important to the Communist Party, and they are 
continuously putting out pamphlets and studying and bringing in 
teachers and speakers, and they feel that if you have any moments at 
all, spare moments, in your home, that you should utilize them by 
studying out these books and these pamphlets that are put out by the 
Communist Party, and through the educational departments of the 
Communist Party and in the cells and clubs, a certain amount of liter- 
ature is brought into each meeting to be sold or distributed among the 
people, among the Communist members. 

Mr. TaveNNeER. You will recall from the paragraph that I read from 
Johnson exhibit No. 1 that in this struggle against economism, whic! 
was directed to be made, that the party Was to organize to fight for 
peace and various other things. 

Now, what organizational effort was made by the Communist Party 
in regard to the so-called peace proposals which they advocated ? 

Mrs. Cuvrcnitn. Well, of course, we had the Stockholm Peace 
Pledge which was a petition for signatures, and we had people work 
ing on these continuously, getting signatures on the Stockholm Peace 


Petitions, and of course whenever a Communist gets an opportunity 


to talk to anyone who probably Is not in accord with the Communist 
Party, this question of peace is brought up, and they feel that this 
is one topic that everybody i is interested In, | al d they f fee] that they can 


gain some prestige by bringing this word of “peace” up. 

Mr. Tavenner. Naturally everyone is in favor of peace, so they 
utilized that for its propaganda value. 

Mrs. Courcnity. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. How was the direction of the Communist Party 
imparted to the members in regard to the Stockholm Peace Pledges 
and the other efforts in that direction ? 

Mrs. Cuurcnitu. Well, our petitions were brought in from the 
State by our organizer and distributed to the Communist people to 
take out, and they also directed us, if we could And anybody that was 
willing, outside of the party, they would very much like to have nor 
Communist people distribute this petition, and of course one of their 
techniques is to get somebody that has a lot of prestige to sign it first, 
and then they find it is easier to get other peo yple 5 = very many 
times when they 790 out to get S191 atures for petitic , peop le don’t 
question these petitions. 

Mr. TAveNNER. This committee. through its investigative work of 
this particular line of the Communist Party in the very early period 
of its development, issued a pam iphiet on the subject advising the 
public of the nature of it, as a result of which many, many very dis 
tinguished people in the U ‘ited States withdrew their names from 
the peace petitions after finding out the source of it. 

Mrs. Cuurcnity. I know that it got enough publicity in relation to 
this Stockholm Peace Petition that when the members of the Com 
munist Party went out to get silonatures on these petitions very 0 ften 
someone in the district in which these petitions were being taken 
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around, someone would eall thi Pp lice. ancl they resented this. and 


the police would go out and talk to these people with the petitions. 


Mr. Tavenner. In that connection was the subject of peace or 
war with the Soviet Union discussed within the Communist Party 
meetings / 

Mrs. Cuurcuiy. Well, of course they discussed the Korean war 
when I was in, and they said of course that this was entirely our fault ; 
we had no business over there, and that we would get what was coming 
to us, and of course now the propaganda was that we were defeated, 
we lost face in Korea, all through the world, because we were always 
going aroul dstickin g our noses 1n other peo yle’s business. 
~ One time I asked my organizer, Jack White, when there was quite 
a little propaganda in the United States about shutting down the 
war plants and so on, and I asked him, I said, What were they doing 


about this in Russia? Were they still manufacturing war imple- 
ments? And he said that they had never closed their war plants 
down, that they were running 24 hours a day. 

Mr. Tavenner. You told the committee in your early part of the 
testimony that in 1950 the Communist Party groups were broken 
down into smaller groups. 

Mrs. Cuurcuiny. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many were in the group to which you were 
assigned ¢ 

Mrs. Cuurcnuity. Not over four. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that the uniform practice? 

Mrs. Cuurcuiny. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the purpose of that action ? 

Mrs. Cuurcnim.. It was for security. In 1948 and 1949 they 
began to think about going underground and to use methods of 
security, and they felt that the less that they could have in a club that 
could function would be better for their security. 

Mr. Vexipr. What date was that that they decided to go under- 
ground ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuity. Well, they started going underground or talk- 
ing about going underground in 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall about when you received your assign- 
ment to go underground ? 

Mrs. Cuurcnityt. Well, when he talked to me about it, it was about 
the middle of 1950 or latter part. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, that has corresponded with the 
data in 2 or 3 other places as to which evidence has been taken. It 
was July 1950. 

Mrs. Cuurcuityu. It was about that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. In San Diego and in Seattle. Who were those 
assioned to the group with you? 

Mrs. Cuvurcuimi. Well, I had Geneva Borod, Paul Simon, and 
a Henry Birdsell, and myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. How did you receive instructions or directives 
from the Communist Party ? 

Mrs, Cuurcuitn. Well, of course I belonged to the section com- 
mittee, and I received my instructions from them, and very often our 
organizer would visit the clubs, and here I would like to state that 
a great many people have been led to believe that the party functions 
in a democratic way, which of course it doesn’t. They get the direc- 
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tives from the national office, which comes down to a State office, and 
in turn is taken into section committees, and then it is dispersed 
through the groups, clubs, or cells, whichever you prefer to call them. 
Mr. Crarpy. No deviation is permitted when once the order has 
been hande d down ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuinn. No, that is for sure, and even in our election in 
the C ommunist eat) they bring in suggestions that are worded very 
nicely. They say that they suggest that so and so have such and such 
an office, so you don’ tq juesti ion the suggestion. You just go ahead and 
vote for this indivi e al. 

Mr. Vewpr. Mrs. Churchill, were you high enough in the party to 
have any opinion or idea or judgment as to how the Communist Party 
line was handed down from Moscow to the national headquarters of 
the Communist Party of the United States ? 

Mrs. Cuurcutti. No, I didn’t. I didn’t know anything about it. 

Mr. Verve. There isn’t any doubt in your mind, though, I take it, 
about the fact that it does emanate from Moscow, filters through the 
top officers here in America, and eventually down to the level on which 
you operated ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuity. There certainly isn’t, because in relation to that, 
the reverence in which the leaders in the Communist Party hold these 
leaders in Russia and the Russian Government, there couldn’t be any 
question about it. 

Mr. Vetpr. Mrs. Churchill, you were in the party at the time of the 
Duclos letter, I believe, in 1945. 

Mrs. Cuurcnity. I had just gotten in in May of 1945. 

Mr. Vexpr. I believe it was in 1945 that the Duclos letter was written. 
Could you give us any information concerning the activities of your 
local unit during the time that the Duclos letter was being discussed ? 

Mrs. Cuurcninyi. No, I couldn't. 

Mr. Vetpe. You were too new at that time? 

Mrs. Cuurcnuity. That is right. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You weren’t far enough on the inside to be taken into 
the—— 

Mrs. Cuurcnuity. No, they don’t take you into confidence until you 
are there for a while, and they find out if you are worthy or not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Churchill, I am anxious to get your opinion 
about this, or judgment about it: It has been shown to be absolutely 
fundamental that the Communist Party, in order to attain its long- 
range objectives, makes recruiting into the party one of its primary 
objectives, immediate objectives. Now, what is the effect upon that 
objec ‘tive: that is, the matter of recruitment, of division of the party 

nto small groups of four for security purposes? What is the effect 
ths at that has upon recruiting into the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitt. Well, I don’t believe that it has a very good effect 
because they can’t work as well with the groups of four, because they 
were instructed not to contact—in our party we were—the members of 
these groups are not to contact the leaders. They were to give any in- 
formation they want to find out to the chairman, and he was the only 
one to contact the leader, or the organizer in the party, and I don’t 
think that actually helped the party any. 

Mr. Tavenner. As a matter of fact, it very much limits the Com- 
munist Party in its operations, doesn’t it ? 

Mrs. Cuurcum. Yes. 











5560 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN 


Mr. Tavenner. And reduced it more or less to the hard core mem- 
bership. 

Mrs. Cuvurcuitn. Well, I think you will find that most of the mem- 
bers that are in the party today are hard core members. They are 
willing to follow discipline and to follow orders without question be- 

cause I think most of the people got out that weren’t willing to go 
sine with this new setup of subversion. 

Mr. Tavenner. May I ask your judgment about this: Was the 
membership, when segregated into small groups of 4, more or less 
isolated from close observation of the party as a whole, given a better 
opportunity to break away from the Communist Party and sever con- 
nections with it ? 

Mrs. Cuurcum. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Than it would be if they were operated as formerly ¢ 

Mrs. Cuurcuitn. Yes, that is true; they could break away from the 
party very easily in these small groups, because they are not watched, 
only by certain people. That would be only about 4 people. When 
you are in a larger group, you are having more contact with more 
people, and more visitation into your home and so on than you would 
have in your smaller groups. 

Mr. Tavenner. And may IJ ask you if this is another logical result 
of the necessity of the Communist Party to resort to these methods, 
and that is that there is no excuse for young people in universities or 
elsewhere under these circumstances to be duped into be¢ ‘coming mem- 
bers of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitt. No, that is true; there isn’t any excuse for any- 
body staying in. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. I do not believe that I have asked you what, in 
your judgment, was the approximate overall membe rship of the Com- 
munist Party in the Saginaw section of the Communist Party. Have 
vou ever h: id those figures available to you? 

Mr. Cuurcumn. Well, not in the overall. In relation to Pontiac 
I don’t know what their membership was there, but in relation to Flint 
at one time the list I had there was over a hundred members. Of 
course some of them have dropped out, and some of them have been 
added 

In Saginaw, Bay City, and Midland the membership was not large. 
One was 12, and 8, and Midland, I think, had only 3 or 4, as I remem- 
ber, what they told me. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have described the state of the party here in 
Flint when the colonizers were sent it. What, in your judgment, 
would have happened to the Communist Party in this area had that 
p! an not bee n resorted to / 

Mrs. Cuurcuuu. Well. I think that probably the party would just 
have—there might have been a few, but a very few people—that the 
party would have gone along, but they would have wanted to be 
called Communists; they might have been active in the shops, but as 
far as the party proper, I don’t think it would be much of a party. 
It would have just disseminated, t . at is all. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is there any other phase of Communist Party activ 
ities which we have not deve Jo] ved as fully as you think the committee 
would be interested in hearing } 

Mrs. Cuurcmitn, Well, I think probably the only thing that I would 
emphasize is the fact that the disc tue that the colonize: rs are imbued 
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with, because I know at various times when we have put out mimeo- 
graphed material, they have worked all night and worked all day, and 
as long as it was for the cause, they were perfectly willing to spend a 
few sleepless nights, and I think that the discipline probably of the 
colonizers, and they are willing to follow orders. I think that some 
of the older members in the party sometimes questioned soft assign 
ments that they are given and oftentimes they don’t carry these out, 
but you will never find a colonizer questioning anything. They just 
go ahead. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you directed to cease the use of the name 
“colonizer” at any period 

Mrs. Cruurcuitut. No, we never were. I might say this in relation 
to the colonizers, that when they came into Flint, it became known 
throughout the city that the party was sending in people for the 
direct purpose of communistic activities; the city became quite con 
cerned as a whole, and the police department became very active in 
relation to ferreting out these peop le, and I think they should be 
given credit for it because nobody knows exactly all the hours and 
the efforts that were put in by these people and the investigating that 
they did, and I think there is one other thing I would like to bring out. 

During the time that Joseph Brant was here, we formed what we 
called a women’s commission, and this women’s commission dealt pri 
marily with the youth question, and we talked about literature for 
children, and that was small children, not probably in the ages of the 
teens, [ might say. It was below that, and we were trying to find 
literature which would fit in, and we were advised by the State com- 
mittee that we had literature for this purpose of indoctrinating the 
very young into the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. May I ask you this: There is little doubt about the 
attitude of the rank and file members of the unions in the various 
plants << have described as to what their attitude was against com 
munism, but have you, from your experience in the Communist Party, 
anything to suggest as to what the leadership in the unions might do 
torid itself of any possible Communist Party influences ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitn, Well, I think some of the examples that our lead- 
ership in the AC probably used was pretty good because when we went 
to talk to them, they were very polite to us, but we accomplished 
nothing. We could get nothing in the paper, and oftentimes when 
you would go to union meetings we couldn’t get the floor. They 
could see everybody but a Communist, and they simply were just 
discouraged. 

Mr. Tavenner. We have found the results just the contrary in 
places where the leadership of the union was heavily controlled 
the Communist Party. 

Mrs. Cuvurcuityi. I can only speak for the AC local in relation to 
this because I am quite concerned about the Chevrolet local. In fact, 
1 called up somebody at the Chevrolet one time when one of their 
articles came out in the Searchlight, and I asked them if the leadership 
knew these articles were being printed in the paper, and the party that 
answered the telephone said, “Well, naturally.” So it isn’t any ignor 
ance on the part of : anybody. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I have no further questions. 
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Mr. Verne. Mr. Chairman, I would like to clarify the testimony of 
this very fine witness to ask again how you happened to become a 
member of the Communist Party in Flint in the first place. 

Mrs. Cuurcuitn. Well, one reason was because I was very active in 
the Workers’ Alliance, and it is a Communist front, and it was under 
investigation by the State police and the FBI. 

Mr. Vertpe. But you actually became a member of the Communist 
P arty at the request of the FBI ? 

Mrs. Cuvrenitn. That is right. 

Mrs. Verpr. And you had no intentions of following the Commu- 
nist el or Communist teachings except to do a patriotic service 
tothe FB I and to your country ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuitn. I was quite surprised that they even accepted me 
as a member in the Communist Party because I am sure that members 
knew of my antipathy toward the party. 

Mr. Vevpe. Then you remained in the section that you spoke of 
until 1950? 

Mrs. Cuurcuiny. That is right. 

Mr. Vevpr. If you can, can you tell us how you happened to leave 
the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuiti. Well, my organizer told me that I was going 
underground and that he didn’t wish for me to attend any more open 
meetings, but that I was to be nice and speak to and attend meetings 
of the Progressive Party, and if I would see a Communist on the 
street, I would pass the time of day with him and be nice to him and 
so on and so forth. 

Mr. Vevpe. During the time that you were a member of the Com- 
munist ; arty you did make regular reports to the FBI ? 

Mrs. Cuurcuiti. Yes, I made regular reports until—there was a 
period thi it I didn’t, and I made regular reports to the city. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mrs. Churchill, let me say this again, that I personally 
and on behalf of the committee, and I am sure my good colleague will 
agree with me, thank you for the very excellent presentation you have 
made an d the information which you have given. I am sure that the 
people of Flint and the people of the State of Michigan likewise appre- 
ciate the terror and qualms of conscience that must have disturbed 
you during the time that you were a member of the Communist Party 
is an undercover agent for the FBI. 

Mr. Cxiarpy. I join in yee Congressman. I want to just add this, 
Mrs. Churchill: We have had a considerable number of witnesses be- 
fore us from time to time who have contributed a great deal to the 
necessarv knowledge this con rine ‘e must possess if it is to discharge 
the duties imposed upon it by the Congress of the United States, 
but I do not think anyone has contributed any more than you have, 
not only to us, to the Congress, but you have contributed ‘mightily, 
I think, to understanding in the locality and in the State of Michigan. 

I want you to know that the committee, and speaking for myself 
personally, appreciate it very, very much. I hope that your Govern- 
ment will some day find some better way to repay you for the magnifi- 
cent service you have rendered. 

Mrs. Crrurcuityi. Mr. Clardy, there is just one more statement that 
I would like to make in relation to my work. There have been infil- 
trations of the Communists into various public places, I might say, 
and I have contacted these people, and I have presented my case to 
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them, and they are cleaning out these people and have assured me 
that there will be no more of this, to their knowledge, and if they felt 
that there might be, they would contact somebody, if there is ar y doubt 
n their m nd, and so I haven't named any orga izati ns that I inte ded 
to name because L feel that as long as they are willing to cooperate 
with us, that it would be a detriment to them to br ing their names 1n. 

Mr. Charpy. You are doing’ exactly the thi ih the committee w ishes 
done and of which we heartily approve, so you are excused with the 
crateful thanks of this committee. 

Before I call the next witness, I received a communication which 
happened to be addressed to me, but it is intended for the committee. 
It is of the character, Mr. Chairman, that I thin! ought to be read 
into the record because the committee has been accused so much and 
SO maliciously of seeking to destroy labor unions and to do other things 
that are against the best interests of many of the finest citizens of this 
land. 

This letter reads: 

I belong to the Fur and Leather Workers Union which I am not proud of, 
and I have tried every way I could to bring another union to our shop, 
and it is named, but I shall not read that, 
but lose the vote by them being more expert at undermining the people. They 
have a meeting and spread discrimination to the colored people and try to set 
one on the other at the factory. There is no discrimination in our factory, as 
1 work side by side with colored and don’t resent it, for we all have to make 
a living. It was mentioned at one meeting that if Ben Gold was a Communist, 
it was his business, and as long as he did his job in the union, he was proud 
of him for owning up to it. 
und incidentally, Ben Gold, the head of that union, was recently 
convicted. 

Mr. Vevpr. I might say that I understand that Ben Gold was just 
recently reelected unanimously as president of the International Fur 
and Leather Workers. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Since he was convicted. 

Mr. Vevpr. Despite the fact that he had been convicted of violation 
of the Smith Act. 

Mr. Ciarpy. (continues reading) : 

We don’t want a union like that. Our dues help to support them, and if we 
don’t pay union dues, they’re protected by law for we have a closed shop, and 
we would be out of a job for, believe me, they have a strong hold on the minority, 
and the people who don’t have the sense to think for themselves. We are hoping 
that your committee will help to expose our union all the way. We pay $3 a 
month and never get no parties or nothing, and we are supposed to be broke and 
in debt. Why does the Government protect them by not outlawing our union 
so I can feel decent? I and others have brothers in service and don’t want to 
pay dues to that union, but our hands are tied. Hope you can talk to someone 
to help us for, God knows, we need it bad at our shop. You should read the 
tripe it prints in the paper it sends us, how our Government got weaknesses to 
lie and threaten them and their jobs to testify against Ben Gold at his trial. 
They even wanted us to donate to fight it. Thank you for your time to read this— 
and it isn’t signed. Then this follows: 


I can’t sign my name for they would make it rough at the shop. They think 
we have no mind of our own, but I am afraid I am one fool that has. Thanks 
again, 
and then a P. S. which I shall not read because it gives some confiden- 
tial information. 
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That letter to me is one of the most appealing that the committee 
has received during the time I have been on it because it demonstrates 
something that is illustrated by a great many other communications 
we have received, and that is, that in these Communist-dominated 
unions there is a strong feeling of desire on the part of the honest, 
loyal American workingmen to rid themselves of that subversive in- 
fluence. At the hearing at Detroit four from another union in the 
State have approached me and asked me if we couldn’t render them 
help in getting rid of the Communist leadership in another union 
here in the State, and I have had telephone calls imploring the same 
thing. 

I feel confident, as we said at the beginning, that the vast majority 
of the members of the unions, not only in Flint, but in the State and 
in the United States, feel exactly as this one feels who wrote so mov- 
ingly the letter I have just read. 

We will take a 5-minute recess. 

Mr. Veupe. Before we take a recess, Mr. Chairman, it was brought 
to my attention that I made an incorrect statement regarding the 
conviction of Ben Gold. Ben Gold was convicted for perjury instead 
of for violation of the Smith Act, and the perjury, I believe, was in 
connection with his Communist activities. 

Mr. Tavenner. Non-Communist affidavit. 

Mr. Veupe. Yes. 

Mr. Cuarpy. That is right. You can thank the activities of this 
committee and its recommendations for the conviction that has re- 
sulted. 

We will recess for 5 minutes. 

(Whereupon, at 2:48 p. m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 
at 2:54 p.m.) 

(Whereupon, at 3:03 p.m., the hearing was reconvened. ) 

Mr. Criarpy. The committee will be in session. Call your next wit 
ness, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Howard Falk, will you come forward, please ? 

Mr. Crarpy. Hold up your right hand. Do you solemnly swear the 
testimony you are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ¢ 

Mr. Farx. I do. 

Mr. Crarpy. You may be seated. Will Counsel identify himself? 

Mr. Bracman. Melvin Bragman. 

Mr. Cruarpy. I think the Chair is moved to remark at this time as 
we have at the other hearings that it would be distinctly unfair for 
anyone to draw any erroneous conclusions from the fact that attorneys 
appear with the witnesses called before us, and as a member of the 
bar myself, in full recognition of the fact that we are officers of the 
court and are bound to use our talents when called on, the committee 
wants it understood that it is not in any way casting any reflections 
upon any member of the bar who may appear here. 

Now, if you are ready, Mr. Tavenner, you may proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir / 
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TESTIMONY OF HOWARD IRA FALK, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, MELVIN BRAGMAN 


Mr. Fark. My name is Howard Falk. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Falk? 

Mr. Faux. I was born in the St. Marks Hospital, New York City, 
on August 15, 1927. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you have a middle name / 

Mr. Fark. My middle name is Ira, I-r-a. 

Mr. TavenNner. Are you known by a nickname as Howie? 

Mr. Fax. Possibly, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, that isa fact, isn't it? 

Mr. Bracman. Mr. 'Tavenner, I would request that 

Mr. Crarpy. Pardon, Counsel. I am sure you are familiar with 
the rules. If your witness has a a suggestion, he may make it to us. 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman.) 

Mr. Fatx. I would just like to make the request that no pictures 
be taken while I testify because the flash bulbs are very disturbing. 

Mr. Ciarpy. We do not have a rule forbidding it, but if you make 
that request, the photographers are requested to be as unobtrusive as 
possible and not to interfere with the wishes of the witness on the 
stand. 

Proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. You say you are possibly known as Howie. You 
are known as Howie, aren’t you? 

Mr. Fark. Well, that is one of the nicknames that is usually used 
for the name Howard. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you were known and signed your name that 
way frequently, didn’t you? 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman.) 

Mr. Fax. I usually sign my name Howard Falk. Possibly on per- 
sonal letters, et cetera, I might use the name Howie. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation, Mr. Falk? 

Mr. Farx. At present I am a factory worker. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you work? 

Mr. Faux. I work at the Buick. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is the nature of your employment there? 

Mr. Farx. Production work. 

Mr. Tavenner. Production? Will you define the nature of your 
work a little more in detail; please? 

Mr. Crarpy. Mr. Tavenner, we have a phone call from Washington. 
We will suspend a moment because the quorum of the committee will 
be broken unless we do. 

(Representative Harold H. Velde left the hearing room at this 
point.) 

Mr. Ciarpy. May I suggest, this is not a recess, and I would request 
that the audience remain as quiet as possible because we may resume 
at any moment. It is most difficult, I should tell you, to hear up here, 
and the slightest rustling and murmuring somehow or other comes 
right up and hits our eardrums. It is not very good acoustically. 

I am glad we have the P. A. system or I don’t think we would hear 
anything, but at any rate, I would appreciate it if you could remain 
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as quiet as you can so that the committee and yourselves as well may 
hear the testimony which is presented. 
I know how difficult it is to remain quiet as long as you have to, 
but it is just as hard on us here, too. 
(Representative Harold H. Velde returned to the hearing room at 
this point. ) 
Mr. Ciarpy. You may proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 
Mr. Tavenner. I believe I asked you to describe a little more in 
detail the nature of your duties at Buick. 
Mr. Fax. At present I am a milling machine operator. 
Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been a milling machine 
operator ¢ 
Mr. Farx. For approximately the last couple of years, I would say. 
Mr. Tavenner. When did your employment begin at Buick? 
\t this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman.) 
Mr. Fax. I started employment at the Buick on September 16, 
1949. 
Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of your employment when 
you began your work at Buick? 
Mr. Fax. I believe the first job that I had was as a foot-press 
operator. 
Mr. Tavenner. Making what? 
Mr. Fark. I believe they were push rods. 
Mr. Tavenner. Have you worked there continuously at Buick since 
September 16, 1949? , 
Mr. Faux. Yes, I have. 
Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your edu- 
cational training has been ? 
ry Fatx. My educational training has been grade school, 4 years of 
high school at Stuyvesant High School, 4 years of college at the C ity 
College in New York C ity. 
Mr. Ciarpy. What do you mean by that 4 years of college? Was it 
in literary college or was it in some specialized training course ? 
Mr. Faux. I was an engineering student in electrical engineering. 
Mr. Tavenner. Where was that, at City College? 
Ir. Fatx. That is correct. 
Mr. Tavenner. Have you had any other educational training ? 
(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman.) 
Mr. Fax. I don’t exactly get the meaning of the question, but I be- 
lieve I could answer it in the way of saying no other formal education. 
Mr. Tavenner. What was the year in which you completed your 
formal educational training at City College? 
(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman.) 
Mr. Fark. It was in 1949 
Mr. Tavenner. When did you enter the school ? 
Mr. Fark. I believe it was in 1944. 
Mr. Tavenner. Did you receive a degree ? 
Mr. Fark. I did. 
Mr. Tavenner. What degree did you receive ? 
Mr. Faix. Bachelor of electrical engineering. 
Mr. Tavenner. What is the date on which your degree was 
awarded ? 
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Mr. Faux. I am not positive of that. I believe it was officially 
dated in June of 1949. 

Mr. Tavenner. Could it have been as late as August or September 
of 1949? 

Mr. Fax. I did attend school during that summer session in 
order to complete a number of credits toward my degree, but I am not 
positive of the oflicial graduation date that appeared there. 

Mr. Tavenner. but you were in attendance at City College, New 
York, in the course of your formal educational training up as late as 
August or September 1949? 

Mr. Faux. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you arrive in the State of Michigan ? 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to your taking a position with Buick on 
September 16, 1949. 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman.) 

Mr. Fax. I don’t recall the exact date. It was some time about the 
second week of September in 1949. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you go or where did you come to in the 
State of Michigan? Was it Detroit or Flint or where? 

Mr. Faux. Well, I came to the city of Flint. 

Mr. TavenNer. You came directly to the city of Flint from New 
York? 

Mr. Faux. Well, I don’t know how you mean that. I traveled here 
via Detroit. 

Mr. TavenNneER. Well, did you stop over in Detroit ? 

Mr. Fark. No, not that I recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you certain ? 

Mr. Faux. I believe that there was some interval between the train 
and the bus or something of that sort, but—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you confer with anyone in the city of Detroit 
before coming to Flint ? 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman.) 

Mr. Faux. My impression of that question is that it is the type 
of question which is directed tow: ard involving my name with the 
names of other people. Since this is a type of question which I feel 
that I should not answer, I am going to decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Crarpy. The chair directs that you answer it. 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman.) 

Mr. Fax. I refuse to answer that question on the following grounds 
and for the following reasons: First, that the question makes inquiry 
into my political activities and that this is a field in which Congress 
can make no laws and which this committee can ask no questions, this 
being prohibited by the first amendment of the Constitution of the 
United States; second, that I have a right under the first amendment 
to the United States Constitution to remain silent as well as a right 
to speak; thirdly, that the question propounded is an unreasonable 
search of my person in violation of the fourth amendment to the 
United States Gonstitution : fourthly, that under the fifth amendment 
to the United States Constitution I have a right not to be a witness 
against myself, that this committee is attempting to deprive me with- 
out due process of law, of my life, liberty, and property, and therefore 
T am not required to answer the question which would aid them to 
do that, that these proceedings are inherently in the nature of a crim- 
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inal prosecution, and that therefore I am entitled to trial by an impar- 
tial jury, and therefore do not feel that I have to answer the questions 
when I do not have the jury that I have been guaranteed by the sixth 
amendment to the United States Constitution; that under the tenth 
amendment to the United States Constitution Congress has been del- 
egated only certain powers and that among them is not listed the right 
to make inquiry into my political beliefs, to make laws which would 
prohibit the free exercise of the freedom of speech or of the right of 
the people to peaceably assemble, and therefore I feel that this com- 
mittee is not acting within one of the delegated powers of Congress, 
and that therefore I do not have to answer this question. 

Mr. Crarpy. Have you completed it, Mr. Falk. You paused there, 
and I wanted to be sure, because I have a question I would like to 
propound. Have you finished your recitation of reasons for refus- 


ing‘ 

Mr. Faux. I have, Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Crarpy. What charge has been laid against you up to this 
moment ¢ 

Mr. Fars. Mr. Clardy, the very fact that I have been brought up 
before these hearings constitutes some sort of a feeling or direction 
that there is something wrong with me, and the very fact that my 
name will appear in the papers as having been a witness here consti- 
tutes some sort of onus on my name. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, now— 

Mr. Vextpr. Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Proceed. 

Mr. Vewpr. Thank you. 

Mr. Crarpy. After all, you are my superior officer, and I surely 
bow to you, sir. Proceed. 

Mr. Vetpr. Well, of course, we have heard the same type of response 
the witness is giving now all over the country. 

Mr. Crarpy. Exactly. 

Mr. Verpr. And I want to clear up something in your mind, if I 
can, that this committee is not a prosecuting agency of any type or 
description. It is not a court of law. The Congress of the United 
States has placed an obligation upon this Un-American Activities 
Committee to investigate subversive activities and subversive prop- 
aganda and report to the Congress of the United States for the pur- 
poses of remedial legislation. If you would answer the questions 
that have been propounded to you by counsel and by Mr. Clardy, I 
am sure that any suspicion of you by the press, by the public, would 
certainly be removed, and so again I am going to ask that the Chair 
direct the witness to answer the question relative to his contacts at 
the Detroit Airport. 

Mr. Crarpy. I shall do so, but first I want to pursue the line I 
started for a moment before I order him to answer the original ques- 
tion because your second answer, witness, was no more than a para- 
phrasing of the first answer. You spoke of some sort of charge. 
Now, my question was and still is, What is that “some sort of charge” 
that has been laid against you, if you know of any? 

Mr. Farr. Mr. Clardy, as T understand the operation of the Bill 
of Rights, and in particular, the fifth amendment of the Bill of Rights, 
a person who testifies as T am testifying today and answers questions 
which may seemingly be innocent, which may seemingly have noth- 
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ing to do with at nything bad or « lerog: tory, by answering these ques 
tions, can open himself up to a chain of questioning which may lead 
to de ‘rogatory matters. 

Mr. Crarvy. If that is the case, witness, you have already opened 
the door; in fact, you have taken it off the hinges, when you suggested 
that there was some sort of charge laid against you. Now all I am 
seeking to discover is what is it that you are apprehensive about in 
the nature of a charge, because I can assure you, no charge has been 
laid against you. 

You are being afforded, as Chairman Velde has suggested, an oppor- 
tunity at the time you were ao to the stand ae the first time that 
your name has been mentioned by this committee, to say anything 
and everything you wish in defense against any charge, even though 
it may be im: iwinary, but which you conceive h: a theah laid against you. 

Now. I don’t want you to go forth after this meeting, this hearing 
tX day, and be quoted a s hav ing said that this was an inquisition which 
denied you the opportunity to spe ak freely, frankly, and fully in your 
wn de fer nse, but to come back to my qt iestion. wh; at is this vague some 
sort of—to use your own words—charge or charges that you think 
have been laid against you ? 

Now, if you can’t answer it or you want to decline, you have the 
privilege of doing so; even though we may think you are in error, we 
will acknowledge your right to take the stand as you wish and either 
LO Say yes or no or olve some other sort ot an answer or refuse to 
answer, 

We may differ with you, and you may do this at your own peril some- 
times, but I just want to let you know, you can say what you wish 
in that regar¢ d. 

Now. tell 1 ie the charge. 

Mr. Farx. Well, first I might mention that I have already been 
charged through the newspapers by this committee—— 

Mr. Ciarpy. Not by this committee. 

Mr. Farx. By this committee of being arrogant, and I will 
plain how. 

Mr. Cirarpy. When was that made? 

Mr. tee I read this in the newspapers in the last several days. 

Mr. Crarpy. Who made it? 

Mr. pare Somebody connected with the committee made the 
statement—— 

Mr. Criarpy. Identify him. 

Mr. Fax. I don’t recall the person, but I am sure you will remem- 
ber the incident if I bring it out to you. 

Mr. Cuarpy. No; there is no such incident. That is why it can’t 
be recalled, but at any rate, I think I will now direct you, because it 
is obvious that you really have no charge in mind to answer the initial 
question asked by counsel. 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman.) 

Mr. Criarpy. Did you understand the direction of the Chair? 

Mr. Farr. I amtrying to get advice from my counsel. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, you consulted a long time awhile ago, and I don’t 
like to waste any more than I have to. Are you consulting with your 
counsel on the original question again ? 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman.) 
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Mr. Cuarpy. While counsel is looking it up, I am going to ask you 
another one and suspend asking you that. 

(At this point Mr. Falke onferred with Mr. Br agman.) 

Mr. Criarpy. Pay attention to me for a moment. Did you issue 
any statement to the press identifying yourself as a witness who had 
been subpenaed by this committee prior to tod: Ly ? 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman.) 

Mr. Fatx. No; I did not. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You did not? 

Mr. Fark. No; I did not. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You did not release any news whatever to the press? 
Had your name been mentioned as a subpenaed witness ? 

Mr. Farx. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Crarpy. Very well. Now answer the original question. You 
may consult with counsel. 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman.) 

Mr. Fatx. Would you please repeat the original question? It seems 
quite awhile. I don’t recall it. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Read it, Miss Reporter, if you can find it. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. I believe I can save time. 

Mr. Ciarpy. All right, Mr. Tavenner. Restate it. 

Mr. Tavenner. On your way to Flint did you confer with anyone 
in Detroit ? 

Mr. Crarpy. That is the question I directed you to answer, and I 
again do so. 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman. ) 

Mr. Fark. I am going to decline to answer that question on the 
same grounds as I previously stated, primarily on the grounds of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Vecpr. That is your privilege granted to you by the fifth 
amendment against self-incrimination. 

Mr. Farx. On the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Vetpe. Mr. Chairman, I would like to make a statement which 
I have previously made many times. 

Mr. Criarpy. Proceed. 

Mr. Vexpre. Concerning the witnesses who refuse to answer under 
the grounds of the fifth amendment. There has never been a witness 
who has come before the Un-American Activities Committee in its 15 
years of existence, or, as far as I know, before any other committee 
of Congress, who has ever been prosecuted for a crime growing out 
of his testimony when he answered the questions and answered the 
questions truthfully. Now, if you will answer the questions instead of 
taking the fifth amendment and the others that you have mentioned, 
I am satisfied—I can’t guarantee it, of course—but I am satisfied that 
you will not be prosecuted for any crime growing out of the answers to 
the questions that you may give here. 

Mr. Crarpy. May I add, Mr. Chairman, this further observation, 
that while I have introduced a bill to make it a crime to belong to the 
Communist Party, because I regard it not asa party, but as a criminal 
conspiracy, at the moment it is not a crime to admit that you belong 
to or have belonged to the Communist Party. Now, that is not 
involved in this question, but if that is your apprehension, that you 
will be prosecuted because the chain of questioning may ‘ead to an 
eventual response as to whether you are or have been a member, I can 
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assure you that if that is it, you can’t be prosecuted, and you won't 
be. If, of course, in the back of your head is the idea that we may 
endeavor to discover whether you have engaged in any subversive 
activities or whether you have belonged to some org: mization dedi- 
cated to the overthrow of this Government through force and violence, 
your apprehension may be well founded, but only if that is the case. 
It has to be something of that kind. 

Now you have declined, as I understand, to answer this last question, 
am I correct? 

Mr. Fax. That is correct. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Very well. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was your original destination upon leaving New 
York, Detroit or Flint? 

Mr. Faux. It was Flint. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you make your arrangements to come 

Flint ? 

Mr. Farx. I don’t know what you mean by arrangements. 

Mr. [Avene Did you have employment lined up in Flint before 
leaving New York? 

. "F Lk. No; I did not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Had you written for employment, made any appli- 
cation for emp loyment before leaving New York? 

At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman.) 

Mr. IauK. No; I did not. 

Mr. Tavenner. How soon after your arrival in New York did you 
make application for employment at the Buick plant? 

Mr. Crarpy. Did you say at New York or from New York? 

Mr. Tavenner. I meant to say in Flint. 

Mr. Fax. I couldn't state that accurately. It was within a day or 
a day and a half, some short period. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a photostatice copy of an application for 
employment, Buick motor division, Flint, Mich., bearing date of Sep- 
tember 14, 1949, and I will ask you to examine it and state whether 
or not your signature appears thereon and whether it is your applica- 
tion for employment. 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman.) 

Mr. Faix. Would you please restate the question ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Please read him the question. 

(The question was read by the reporter as follows :) 

I hand you a photostatie copy of an application for employment, Buick motor 
division, Flint, Mich., bearing date of September 14, 1949, and I will ask you to 
examine it and state whether or not your signature appears thereon and whether 
it is your application for employment. 

Mr. Fax. I see in front of me an application which you say is my 
application for employment at the Buick—— 

Mr. Ciarpy. Correction, witness. He is asking you if itis. 

Mr. Fax. I decline to answer whether or not it is. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you examine—— 

Mr. Crarpy. Pardon, Mr. Tavenner. The Chair directs that you 
answer that question. This is a matter of record on which you may 
not properly invoke the fifth amendment in the opinion of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Vetpr. Mr. Chairman, I believe that counsel should divide his 
question there. There are two questions in one there. If you will 
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direct the witness to answer the question as to whether or not that is 
his signature first 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you please examine the signature appearing 
on the second page of the document and state whether or not it is 
a copy of your signature. 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman. ) 

Mr. Faux. I decline to answer that question on the grounds that I 
have previously stated. 

Mr. Vevpr. And the Chair accordingly directs that you answer it 
for the reasons we prey ously stated. 

Mr. Farx. I decline to answer that question on the grounds that I 
enumerated in the previous question. 

Mr. Crarpy. Now phrase the last half of the question, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is it your application for employment at the Buick 
plant? 

Mr. CrLarpy. May I suggest an amendment to that? Photostati 
copy of his application. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes, sir. 

At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman. ) 

Mr. Faux. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Ciarpy. And you are accordingly directed again to answer that 
que tion. 

Mr. 2 ALK. I decline aoain. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the document in evidence and ask 
that it be marked “Falk Exhibit No. 1.” 

Mr. Crarpy. It will be received. 

Photostatic copy of application for employment, Buick motor 
division, Flint, Mich., September 14, 1949, marked “Falk Exhibit 
No. 1” was received in evidence. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state, read into the record, please, the 
name appearing at the bottom of the second page of the application; 
that is, of document, Falk exhibit No.1? Iam asking you to read the 
name that appears there. Iam not asking you if it is yours. 

At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman. ) 

Mr. Fatx. Which page are you referring to? 

fr. Tavenner. I think it is on the second page, the name of the 
applicant. 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman. ) 

Mr. Cuarpy. Are you ready to answer the question ? 

Mr. Fatx. No, I am not ready to answer the question. I am trying 


oO 


to get counsel from my lawyer, but it seems obvious to me that this 
tvpe of questioning must be intended in some way to get me legally 


wrap | up. and that perhaps It is the intention of this committee to 
try to pin contempt citations on people, perhaps. 
Mr. Cuarpy. Witness, may I assure you we make no effort to do it 
ill. If there is ever any contempt proceeding, the witness, to use 
vour phrase, ties it on himself. 
~ Mr. Faux. Mr. Clardy, I don’t believe you are sincere and truthful 
in this matter. You were not when vou took oath of office: betrayed 
public trust. 
Mr. Crarpy. Will you please. There is no question pending to 
you, sir. 
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Mr. Vetpe. Mr. Chairman, this is ridiculous, absolutely ridiculous. 
Mr. Clardy was elected by the people of this congressional district to 
represent this district in Congress, the Congress of the United States, 
and I can assure you that he has done so faithfully and well, and any 
attack on Mr. C lardy, as chairman of this subcommittee will be an 
attack on your Congress of the United States. 

Mr. Fark. I am not trying to attack anybody, I merely want to 
state the facts when I present my point of view here. 

Mr. ( i ARDY. No question is pe nding. You dechi ned to answer and 
you are merely making an observation not called for. Are you ready 
to answer the question ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. I think I can help the witness. 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman.) 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe I can help the witness in the answer to 
that matter. It could not possibly incriminate you to read what is on 
the record. That is all I have asked vou. T here is no possib le basis 
for self-incrimination to read at the direction of the committee what 
appears on a piece of paper. 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman. ) 

Mr. Criarpy. I think I am compelled to add to that, Mr. Tavenner, 
the fact that it will not incriminate you, witness—might lead to a = 
sible citation for contempt as you, yourse lf, suggested a moment ago. 
Now, merely reciting the name on there cannot in an y way be a crime 
unless to possess the name that you read is that of a criminal. Now, 
will you read it ? 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman. ) 

Mr. Fatx. Mr. Clardy, the question here in my mind is again the 
question of waiving my privilege. and I feel I have to consult further 
with my counsel. I can’t take the advice of the counsel of the com- 
mittee as being intended in my— 

Mr. Ciarpy. I was not giving you any advice. 

Mr. Fark. In my favor. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I was merely stating the legal position the committee 
takes so that you might be apprised of the risk you may be taking if 
you refuse to comply with counsel's request. 

You have the right, you have the right under our procedure to con- 
tinue in refusing, but I again must remind you, you must do so at your 
own peril, and I don’t want to hear you claiming that the committee is 
responsible for the consequences of your own act. 

Now, if you want to consult with him more, although we have 
wasted a lot of time on this, you may do so. 

Mr. Tavenner. Witness, I have already asked you whether it was 
your signature, and you refused to answer. I am asking you now to 
read into the record merely what appears on the paper. That is my 
sole question. 

Mr. Fax. My only purpose in delaying on this question is my con- 
cern over waiving my right to decline, and there ‘ier I feel that this 
time should be allowed for my lawyer to consider i 

Mr. Crarpy. We are allowing you time. I am slaiiie pointing out 
you have wasted a lot of it to no consequence, but we are not going to 
hurry you; if your attorney wants more time, that is all right. If i 
reaches the stage of a filibuster, we may move on. 
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I wonder, witness, if I waved before you a copy of the New Testa- 
ment and asked you to read a verse from it, would you decline to read 
that ? 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman. ) 

Mr. Faux. I don’t see any reason why anyone should decline to read 
that. 

Mr. Crarpy. I can’t hear you. 

Mr. Faux. I don’t see any reason why anyone should decline to 
read that. 

Mr. Criarpy. But you would, and are on the verge, I take it, of de- 
clining to read your own signature. Isn’t that the fact ? 

Mr. Fax. Mr. Clardy, I am concerned with retaining my constitu- 
tional rights at this hearing, and I am trying to get advice from my 
lawyer as to whether or not answering the question asked will waive 
these rights. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Tavenner, I think for the moment I will ask you to 
withdraw that question and move on to another one and see what luck 
we have with that. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe counsel is now advising his client. 

Mr. Ciarpy. All right. Counsel, I may say that nothing the Chair 
or Mr. Velde has said is intended in any way to bring reflection upon 
you whatsoever. 

Mr. Vevpe. I certainly concur in that statement. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Continue to confer with your counsel, as he tried to 
speak to you several times. 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman.) 

Mr. Fax. My lawyer gives me the option that reading this docu- 
ment will in no way be injurious to me. Therefore—which was it that 
you wanted me to read ? 

Mr. Ciarpy. Your signature at the bottom. Read the name, whether 
it is yours or not, read it. 

Mr. Faux. I read the name on the bottom of this statement, and as 
T read it, it says “Howard”—and I can’t quite make out the last name 
because it is blotted—the middle name which appears to be inserted 
there is Ira, I-r-a. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Those are your two first names, aren’t they ? 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman.) 

Mr. Fax. My first name is Howard. My middle name is Ira. 

Mr. Cuarpy. There is a remarkable similarity to what you just told 
us. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Now that you have it, Counsel, I will ask you, does the last name 
“Falk” appear any where on the doc ument ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you examine the document again on the sec- 
ond page, opposite the column which states “Motor” and will you see 
what name appears and read the name into the record ? 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman.) 

Mr. Fax. I see a line here that begins with the word “Motor.” 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, and just opposite in the next column. 

Mr. Fatx. What follows it is “Mrs. M. Falk.” I believe that—— 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell 

Mr. Faux. I believe that it is F-a-l-k. 
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Mr. Criarpy. I want it, Mr. Tavenner, to be perfectly plain on the 
record that reading that last name carries no implication of any kind, 
good, bad, or indifferent. I want that distine tly to show. 

Proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now will you examine the signature of the appli- 
cant and state whether or not the same letters appear there, F-a-l-k? 

Mr. Fark. I couldn’t say positively whether they are the same 
letters. 

Mr. TavENNER. How many letters do appear there ? 

Mr. Fax. It appears to be _ letters, They are written differently 
from the other letters you refer t 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state the number of letters that you can 
recognize in the four-letter name? 

Mr. Faux. I can recognize the last letter which is “k” and the letter 
before it which is “1.” 

Mr. TaveNNerR. Can you not recognize the second letter as “a”? 

Mr. Faux. It might possibly be an “a.” I don’t want to quibble 
over the point. T he only thing I am concerned about is my legal rights 
in this matter and not quibbling about what the handwriting might 
look like. 

Mr. Tavenner. It looks like an “a” to you, doesn’t it ? 

Mr. Fax. If you would ve dtees your opinion, I am sure the matter 
could be cleared up very quickly. 

Mr. Tavenner. Doesn’t the letter look like an “a” to you? 

Mr. Faux. Yes, it looks like an “ta 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Pardon me. Is that name written in much the style 
that you use ? 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman. ) 

Mr. Faux. I don’t know exactly what my opinion on that would be. 
[ don’t think it is particularly important. 

Mr. Criarpy. You mean you haven’t signed your name often e momen 
to have an opinion on that? Sure sly you know your own style; if 
is as bad as mine, I can understand why you can’t quite make out some 
of it there, but isn’t it in the general style that you use in signing your 
name ‘ 

Mr. Faux. It may be in the general style which I use in signing my 
name. 

Mr. Crarpy. Is there any other person by the name listed on that 
document employed at the plant where you work ? 

Mr. Fax. Not that I know of. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, whether or not 
during the course of your educational training at City College you 
were granted a leave of absence from that institution to enter the 
Armed Forces ? 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman. ) 

Mr. Fax. Yes, I was granted such a leave. 

Mr. Tavenner. What. period of time did you serve in the Armed 
Forces? 

Mr. Fatx. Approximately from the spring of 1945 until the sum- 
mer of 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then you entered the City College in 1944 or 1945? 

Mr. Fark. 1944, as I remember. 
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Mr. ‘Tavenner. And you returned after serving in the armed serv- 
ices in the year 1! 146 to comp lete your educ ational training ? 

Mr. Fax. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the period from 1944 to 1949 when you com- 
pleted your training, exclusive of the period when you were in the 
service, did you have any emp loyment ¢ 

Mr. Crarpy. Miss Reporter, are you recording each time when 
there is a conference between counsel that there is such a conference ? 

The Rerorrer. Yes, sir. 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman. ) 

Mr. Faux. I was employed during that period. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of your employment ! 

Mr. Fark. I had several part-time jobs. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of them ? 

Mr. Fark. Well, 1 don’t know to which one you refer. Do you want 
me to describe several of them or—— 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. In 1949 how were you employed 

Mr. Fark. Oh, I believe I worked in the laboratory at the college 
as an assistant on, I don’t know, doing odd jobs around in the labora- 
tory there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Any other employment during 1949 ? 

Mr. Fark. Oh, you we re spe aking of 1949. What I mentioned hap- 
pened around the period of 1944. In and around 1949—I can’t recall 
any at the moment. 

Mr. TavENNeER. 1948? 

Mr. Fark. I believe I had a job as an office boy for a short time dur- 
ing that period. 

Mr. Tavenner. By whom were you employed ? 

Mr. Faxx. I don’t recall the name of the office. It was a part-time 
job during the summer. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you have that part-time employment 
in an office ? 

Mr. Fax. It was the summertime employment. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the year 1948 ¢ 

Mr. Favx. I don’t recall whether it was 1948 or 1947, It was 1 
of those 2 summers. 

Mr. Tavenner. I notice on the exhibit Falk No. 1 that there is 
stated that there was employment at Master Craft Model & Molding 
Co., Long Island City, as a messenger, general work around shop. 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. From October 1946 to August 1949 ? 

Mr. Fatx. Would you please repeat that question. Iam very sorry. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Witness, may I suggest, when Mr. Tavenner or the 
committee members start asking you a question, I wish you would not 
do as you did then and spend that time consulting with counsel. We 
will give you time, as we have, after the question is propounded, but 
here again you are delaying us by compelling us to read it over again, 
where if you listened it would not have been necessary. Will you read 
it, Miss Re ‘porter. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I think I can repeat i 

Mr. Ciarpy. All right, maybe we can save time. 

Mr. Tavenner. An examination of exhibit Falk No. 1 shows em- 
ployment at Master Craft Model & Molding Co., 22 it Steinway 
Street, Long Island City, N. Y., from October 1946 to August 1949. 
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The duties performed, messenger; general help around shop. Is that 
the employment which you just referred to ? 

Mr. Fax. No, it is not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you employed by the Master Craft Model & 
Molding Co. at any time ¢ 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman.) 

Mr. Fark. The question had something to do with some company 
that you were speaking of. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I didn’t hear what you said, witness. 

Mr. Fax. I say the question had something to do with some com- 
pany or something that you were speaking of there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you want me to repeat the question 

Mr. Farx. Well, I would appreciate that. 

Mr. TavenNner. My question was whether or not you were employed 
by the Master Craft Model & Molding Co. in Long Island City. 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman.) 

Mr. Fark. I stated before that I worked on odd jobs, and frankly 
I don’t remember the places where they were. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you work for that particular company ? 

Mr. Faux. I don’t recall at this time. 

Mr. Tavenner. You do not know? ‘There also appears on the 
application, Falk exhibit No. 1, the amount of wages or salary received 
for employment at the company mentioned over the period I described 
at $30 per week. Did you receive a salary of $30 per week from a 
company the name of which you do not now recall while attending 
school at City College ¢ 

Mr. Farx. Frankly I don’t know what you are reading off the docu- 
ment. The document is in front of you. If you show it to me, I can 
merely 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes; I think that is a reasonable 

Mr. Fark. I can merely say what you - 

Mr. Tavenner. That is a reasonable request. 

Mr. Fark. I can merely say what is on the document as far as that 
goes, 

Mr. Criarpy. No; we are seeking what you recall, if you listened 
carefully to the question. We are seeking to discover whether as a 
matter of fact you did receive the amount described, namely, $30. 

Mr. Faux. Well, I don’t know about this document here, but on 
jobs that I have worked on part time, oh, I believe on one I made 
about $25, on another about $17, and on others possibly as much as 
$30 a week. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, Mr. Counsel, I suggest we pass on to another 
phase. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, will you examine the first page of Falk exhibit 
No. 1 and state what appears on the document with reference to edu- 
cational qualifications or record ? 

Mr. Fax. I seen on this document you have given me a heading 
“Educational History,” is that what you are referring to? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. Read it slowly, please. 

Mr. Fax. There are several columns. It says “Grade school, P. S. 
150, Long Island City.” Then it says, “Dates attended, from 1937 
to 1940.” Then it says “Graduated,” and it says “Yes.” The next 
line says, “J. H. S. 125, Long Island City.” 


48861—54—pt. 8 
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Mr. Tavenner. J.H.S.! 

Mr. Fark. J.H.S. 

Mr. Tavenner. What does “J. H.S.” stand for ? 

Mr. Fark. It is your document that you are presenting to me. 

Mr. Crarpy. Oh, Witness, don’t fence with us. 

Mr. Farx. I could venture an opinion that it is junior high school. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right, that is satisfactory. 

Mr. Fax. The dates attended are from 1940 to 1941. Under “Grad- 
uated,” it says “Yes.” The next line says “CCNY, NYC.” 

Mr. TaAveNNER. What does“CCN Y” mean ? 

Mr. Farx. I might venture the opinion that it could possibly be 
the College of the City of New York or something of that sort. Dates 
attended, 1944 to 1945. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Now, do those dates happen to coincide with the dates 
of your own educational experience ? 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman.) 

Mr. Fark. Yes, yes, more or less coincide. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, is it more or less or the same ? 

Mr. Faux. Well, I would say quite closely, quite closely. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Is there any exception that you can think of? 

Mr. Faux. Well, what I have read already as it is put here, doesn’t 
include 

Mr. Crarpy. I am not asking what it leaves out. I am asking you 
whether what is there is accurate or not so far as a record of your 
own dates are concerned. 

Mr. Fax. I would say what is here is just about the same as what 
my actual education was so far as— 

Mr. Crarpy. Why do you use the word “about.” Isn’t it an actual 
fact that it is precisely the same because that is your application? 

Mr. Faux. I have already declined to answer as to whether this 
is my application. 

Mr. Crarpy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is the name appearing after the figures City 
College, the abbreviation for City College and 44 to 45? Isn’t there 
aname that appearsthere? Is it “engineering”? 

Mr. Fatx. What I see here is “E-n-g-i-n,” period. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, why is it in the making of that application 
you did not advise the Buick people that you held a bachelor of elec- 
trical engineering degree which you had received just 14 days before 
that application was prepared. 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman.) 

Mr. Fax. I have already declined to answer as to whether this 
is my application. Therefore I must continue to decline additional 
questions which include any statement that this is my application. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, witness, when you applied, regardless of what 
the document shows in front of you, did you advise the company to 
which you made application of the fact that you possessed this 
engineering degree ? 

Mr. Fax. In other words, you would like to set this document 
aside for the present? 

Mr. Crarpy. I am not talking about the document at all. I am 
asking you why you did not advise them of the fact that you had a 
degree in electrical engineering? Why was that fact omitted? 
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Mr. Fax. Well, I would 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman.) 

Mr. Faux. Well, I would like to answer that in this way. I don’t 
recall whether or not I mentioned to anybody partic ular ly about 
having a degree. What I was concerned with at that time was gett ing 
a job as quickly as possible, a job with regular wages in the factories 
here, being able to support myself and looking forward to getting 
married, and I did everything possible that I could think of to get 
that job as quickly and as effectively as possible. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Proceed. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. You concealed the fact, did you not, that you had 
had 4 years of training at City College by stating that you had had 
1 year of college from 1944 to 1945% 

Mr. Faux. I can’t answer any questions which relate to this docu- 
ment because I have declined to answer questions relating to this docu- 
ment. 

Mr. Tavenner. But isn’t it true that that is what you advised the 
Buick people in attempting to obtain a position that you had had only 
| year of college from 1944 to 1945 when, as a matter of fact, only 14 
days prior thereto you had received a bachelor of electrical engineering 
degree after a 4-year course at college ¢ 

Mr. Fark. It is possible that I did something like that with the 
idea in mind that if somebody know that I had an engineering degree, 
they would attempt to get me into a clerical job or some other job 
classification which I frankly wasn’t interested in having. I felt the 
wages were better on production, and I wanted some steady work. 

Mr. Veuipr. Mr. Chairman. Do you have a bachelor’s degree in 
electrical engineering ? 

Mr. Faux. I have already stated that before the committee. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, just answer the question again then. You do 
have, don’t you? 

Mr. Fark. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. And it was awarded you on September 1, 1949, was 
it not ? 

Mr. Faux. I have said I don’t recall the exact date, but it is some- 
where—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Then Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer in evidence a 
letter under date of March 2, 1954, from James S. Peace, associate 
dean of the City College, in which it is stated, 

Mr. Howard Falk entered the City College in September 1944 and attended 
until June 1945. On June 22, 1945, he was granted a leave of absence to serve 
with the United States Navy and was discharged by the Navy in August 1946. 
In September 1946 Mr. Falk returned to the college and remained in attendance 
until August 1949. On September 1, 1949, he was awarded a bachelor of elec- 
trical engineering degree, 
which I ask be marked “Falk Exhibit No. 2” for identification only. 

Mr. Crarpy. It will be received. 

(The letter of March 2, 1954 marked “Falk Exhibit No. 2” was 
received in evidence. )? 

Mr. Tavenner. Then if I understand your testimony correctly, you 
felt you would not be given a job by Buick if it had appeared that you 
held the degree of electrical engineering? 


1 Retained in committee files. 
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Mr. Fatx. As I stated before, I was interested in getting 2 produc- 
tion job with the relatively high wages compared to clerical work and 
other such work involved. I was interested in getting it as quickly as 
possible, being able to support myself, and that was the way that I 
proceeded. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Have you at any time since you obtained employment 
here in Flint made any effort to make use of the knowledge that you 
must have gained in getting that degree? In other words, have you 
at any time sought to obtain a job in the field you fitted yourself ‘for 
when you spent the 4 years at City College? 

Mr. Fax. No, I have not. 

Mr. Criarpy. Why? 

Mr. Fax. That is a matter of my own personal desires. 

Mr. Crarpy. I understand that, and I don’t intend to pursue it far, 
but I am curious to know why you would devote 4 years of a lifetime 
to obtaining higher education in a specialized field and then delib- 
erately refrain from making any effort to put that to use. That is 
why | put the question in one word, why ¢ 

Mr. Fax. Mr. Clardy, I consider myself a good father and a good 
husband 

Mr. Crarpy. No one is attacking that at all. 

Mr. Faux. I bring money home to my family. I have two small 
daughters; I try to support them, and frankly I don’t think there is 
anything more that should be expected of me. 

Mr. Crarpy. Then you are declining to answer my question, as I 
phrased it? 

Mr. Favx. No; I consider that an answer. You have asked me why, 
and I explained why. 

Mr. Criarpy. I trust you will pardon me if I don’t regard it as such; 
but pass on, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you have any other reason for applying for 

1 job of the character that you did besides the one you have given? 

Mr. Fark. I think that question is a little vague. I wish yeu “would 
make it more specific so I could answer it. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Mr. Tavenner, I don’t think that is called for. I think 
that is perfectly clear, so I direct you to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I can’t make it any plainer than that. 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman.) 

Mr. Farx. As I said, I try to do the best I can for my family. 
A man is supposed to be able to work where he pleases. That is what 
I understand is freedom in this country. I do know that in certain 
countries, for instance in Nazi Germany, people were put in a position 
where they had to carry such things as work cards and answer to the 
Government for where and why they wanted to work. I don’t think 
that that is the situation in this country. I pay my taxes, provide 
for my family, and frankly I think that that is—you know, that that 
is all that is necessary for a person who is working. 

Mr. Verpe. Mr. Chairman. I want to ask this question: Isn’t it 
a matter of fact that you were sent as an emissary by the Communist 
Party of the United States here to Flint. Mich., to reorganize the Com- 
munist Party here in Flint, Mich., and that your i ison for not stating 
your qualifications, that is, having a bachelor of electrical engineering 
degree, was that you felt that you couldn’t get into the type of job 
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that was required by the Communist Party, if you did state those 
facts? 

Mr. Farx. Mr. Velde, there are thousands of people who come to 
Flint every day. Gene ral Motors advertises throughout the country 
for workers, and I think it was very logical for me to come here and 
get a job in 1949. As I recall it, there was a great shortage of jobs in 
almost every part of the country. I know there was in New York 
City at that time, and Flint was one of the few places where people 
were working. I came here to get a job, to work. 

Mr. Vexpr. Let me ask you very simply—— 

Mr. Tavenner. He hasn’t answered your question. 

Mr. CLarpy. He hasn’t answered your question. 

Mr. Vetpe. I am inclined to think that the question was a little bit 
complicated. 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman.) 

Mr. Vetpr. Were you sent to Flint, Mich., as an emissary of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Fax. T hi at question is exac tly the kind of quest ion which tries 
to open up the whole field of people’s political beliefs, the kind of 
question that is in effect trying to undermine the Bill of Rights and 
the Constitution, because it is not the kind of question that America 
wants to see asked, America, land of freedom. I am not going to 
answer such a question. 

(At this pomt Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman.) 

Mr. Ciarpy. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Isn’t ita fact that you—— 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman.) 

Mr. Fark. Excuse me, I want to know if it is necessary for me to 
claim legal grounds after such a question. 

Mr. Verpe. I didn’t hear the last statement. 

Mr. Fark. I wondered if it was necessary for me to claim constitu- 
tional grounds in answering such a question. 

Mr. Vevpr. That depends upon you, I mean, if you care to. 

Mr. Crarpy. What was the ground you care to invoke? 

(At this point Mr. F alk conferred with Mr. ragman.) 

Mr. Faux. I would like to claim all of the grounds that I previously 
stated in answer to the first question that I felt I should decline. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you advised and counseled of the work that 
you were to do in the Communist Party in Flint before you left the 
State of New York? 

Mr. Fax. That is the same kind of question, the same kind of 
attempt to get at the politics here, of my particular politics and per- 
haps other people’s politics, and I am going to decline again on the 
same grounds. 

Mr. Crarpy. Witness, you say politics. Is that because you regard 
the Communist Party as a true political party ? 

Mr. Faux. Mr. Clardy, my political opinions about the Communist 
Party or any other party are not something which I am going to go 
into here. If I did, I would waive my right to decline to answer the 
probing questions of this committee and therefore I am not going to 
answer that question, either. 

Mr. Ciarvy. Why I ask is that in the prior testimony you reiterated, 
as we have had said thousands of times before us, that you were not 
going to state anything about your political beliefs and soon. This 
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committee, the other investigating committees, and your Government 

i whole, does not regard the Communist Party as a political party. 
We regard it as nothing less than a criminal conspiracy of a group of 
people t king orde fro a foreign government dedicated to the 
proposit on of destroying t! s Nat on by force and v iolence, and if you 
have in mind that we are going to take any other attitude, you are mis- 
taken, but if you use the word “political” from here on out, I want to 
be sure that vou are thinking of the Communist Party and denominat- 
ing it as a political party, so I come back to my questior . Isthat your 
tl toward t he Communist Party ? That j recardles of what 
you are, whether you are one or not. I am just asking you for your 


Mr. Fark. Your statements on this question are somewhat confus- 
ing to me because al one time you come out and Say that the Com- 
munist Pa rty isa il pol tical party. It hasn’t been outla ved yet o1 
somet! ‘ing to ths at effect. 

Mr. Ciarpy. No, I have ever said that. No one on this committee 
has said that. 

Mr. Faux. I think I heard you say something about not having out 
lawed the Communist Party or something. 

Mr. Crarpy. No, we haven’t made it a criminal offense to belong 
to the party; much as I think it should be, “e eventually will be. But 
that is di ferent. We are talking about whether you think that is a 
true political party. Is that the basis of all your answers in which you 
talk about our invading your right to think politically? You can de 
cline to answer th: - if you w ish. 

Mr. Faux. Mr. Clardy, I think you know, and I know, that the 
question of these hearings isn’t limited to any question of communism. 

I think Bishop Sheil pointed this out in C hicago ve ry clearly when he 
said: 

Now while we are free is the time to cry out against the phony anticommunism 
that mocks our way of life, flouts our traditions and democratic procedures and 
our sense of fair play, feeds on the meat of suspicion and grows great on dis- 
sension among Americans which it cynically keeps alive by a mad pursuit of 
headlines. 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, now come back to my question. Of course that ¢ 
had nothing to do with it. Answer it, if you can remember it. 

Mr. Faux. I have already stated I am not going to answer any ques- 
tions that have to do with 

Mr. Ciarpy. Very well. Pass on, Mr. Tavenner. ‘ 

Mr. Fatx. Such matters. 

Mr. Vewpr. Mr. Chairman, let me say first of all, I think you have 
been very generous with the witness in allowing him to refer to matters 
that are entirely immaterial to this hearing. As you well know, we 
have a rule on the committee that if a person answers the questions 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman. ) 

Mr. Verve. That are propounded to him by counsel, if the witness 
answers those questions, then he is permitted to make statements, but 
of course you have refused to answer the questions propounded to you 
by counsel, and again I say I think you are very generous, Mr. Chair- 
man. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I think perhaps we have been overly generous, but 
there was a purpose in doing so, because I do not want anyone, so long 
as I am } residing in my home State to ever be able to honestly tell the 
pe ple of this State that I, acti yas chairman, deprived them ofa full, 
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free, and fair opportunity to state their position or to defend them- 
selves. You have been granted, just as the chairman says, infinitely 
more lattitude than we have been granting in our hearing at other 
places in the United States. You are among the favored few in that 
regard. Now, will you ] , Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. aa During ie course of the hearing today, Mrs. 





Churchill described a meeting at which she stated you were present 
and that ¢ eae nter was also present. It was one of these self-criti- 
cism meetings which she said were a held by the Communist 


Party, at which time you made the statement, you a teered the 

statement, that your diffic ulty here had been reducing yourself to t] 

level of the ordi nary emp lovee. Did you make that statement ? 
(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman.) 

Mr iar a believe the person to whom you are referring 1s the 
and I use the word advisedly—stoolpige on who testified earlier today. 
I don’t credit the statements of any stoolpigeon. I don’t feel I have 
to answer to those statements, and | think that is a shame on this 
city, this coun ty, an id this cow try, that such people are ullowed to 


appear be fore Gove rnmenti al bodi es, 

Mr. Cuarpy. Now, Mr. Tavenner ¢ 

Mr. = AVENNER. Isn’t it true? 

Mr. CLarvy. Mr. Tavenner, just a moment. I am directing the wit- 
ness to answer the question, and I caution you now, sir, that we are an 
arm of your Government. We are, so far as this hearing is concerned, 
the Congress of the United States. I have given you, as the chair- 
man of the full committee suggested, infinite latitude, but there is an 
end to patience, and I shall not permit you henceforth to indulge in 
that kind of a typical Communist tirade. I enjoin you to refrain from 
using that kind of language under pain of possib ile citation for con- 
tempt because that, whether you know it or not, is the worst kind of 
contempt that can be exhibited before a committee of your Congress. 
Now, we will let this one incident pass, but I am suggesting for your 
own good that henceforth—and this applies to all the other witnesses 
who may succeed you on the stand—keep within the bounds of pro- 
priety and decency. Do not do what you did. Do not repeat that 
again. So that you will know if you do, the record will show that you 
have been fairly and honestly given ample warning of the possible 
results of your conduct. 

Now, proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Falk, is it not true that the Communist Party 
thought well enough of Mrs. Churchill:to elevate her to a very high 
position within that organization, even to the point of a member of 
the section committee of the Communist P arty for Saginaw Valley, 
an organization of which you were a member. Now, your sud len 
burst here in criticizing her is because you have been named by her 
as a member of the Communist Party, isn’t it ? 

Mr. Fax. I have stated my opinion of the woman named. The 
word th: it I us sed 1 is nota new word. It is a word which has been used 
by Americans for many, many years. It comes out of the whole fight 
that American workers have put up for their unions, where companies 
have used stoolpigeons many times to try to keep these unions from 
coming into existence. I am not going to answer any questions about 
such a person. I have nothing but contempt for stoolpigeons—I 
may— 
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Mr. Ciarpy. Witness, will you desist. Now I told a few moments 
ago the possible results of that kind of conduct. You have trans- 
gressec — 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman. ) 

Mr. Ciarpy. What the committee’s rules permit. I warn you now, 
that if you persist in this course the committee will take whatever 
drastic action lies within its power to take. Now, refrain from that 
from here on out. 

Mr. Farx. I am declining these questions on my constitutional 
grounds, as I have stated before. I don’t think that if I express my 
contempt for people that that is grounds for threatening me, and I 
am sure Mr. C lardy knows as we llasI do. 

Mr. Criarpy. I am not threatening you. I am merely telling you 
under the — s of the Congress of the United States and of this com- 
mittee, you have far exceeded the bounds of decency, and you will be 
called to account for it if you persist in it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Isn’t it a fact that you were a colonizer of the Com- 
munist Party sent to the area of Flint or that you volunteered to come 
to the area of Flint - the purpose of carrying out the objectives of 
the Communist Part: 

Mr. Faux. I caer — of colonizers, white colonizers in Afric: 
who. go in to take over the native populations, make them work for 
slave wages. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, the answer is not in response to my 
question at all. 

Mr. Fax. I will 

Mr. Ciarpy. Witness, suspend for a moment. 

You know without the Chair telling you that you are being imperti- 
nent deliberately. That, in itself, is contempt. Now, I suggest that 
you answer the question and refri un from that kind of remark, Now 
will you direct yourself to the question. 

Mr. Faux. I am going to decline to answer such a question on all 
the grounds that I have stated before for such a question, and I also 
feel that this committee shoul in’t prevent me from expressing my 
opinion on matters that are raised here. I may be very—you know, 
feel very contemptuous of the chairman of this committee, and if I say 
so, I don’t think that I am in contempt. That is my opinion; it 1s 
my right as an American citizen to have that opinion, and I don’t 
see W he re it ( oul 1 poss! ib ly be er ille conte mpt. 

Mr. Crarpy. You may hold any opinion of the chairman that you 
wish, and it is of no concern to me, but the rules of the Congress, rules 
of this committee, call for an exhibition of proper respect toward your 
Government. You transgress those rules at your own risk. I have 
given you fair warning. I shall give you no more. 

Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. You engaged, did you not, in a plan of deceit in 
obtaining employment here so that you could carry out the functions 
of the Communist Party effectively ? 

Mr. Farx. That is clearly the same type of question, and I decline 
for the same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. Within 2 or 3 days after your arrival in Flint did 
you not attend a meeting of the vouth section of the Communist Party 


at a farm near Columbiaville, Mich., which meeting was being con- 
ducted by Jack Gore and Jack White ? 
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Mr. Faux. This begins to sound like you are telling me what I am 
supposed to have done instead of asking me, but it is the 

Mr. ‘Tavennenr. Is it true? 

Mr. Fax. Same type of question and the exact same answer, I am 
going to de Jine as previous ly. 

Mr. Tavenner. As a result of that meeting you were assigned to 
work in the Labor Youth League of the Communist Party in this 
area, were you not? 

Mr. Fax. I am going to decline all such questions. I think I have 
made that clear. If this committee is really interested in asking me 
questions, I think that they could proceed in a way that would allow 
me to answer. If they are interested in giving their view and their 
opinion, then I will simply decline to answer this question and all 
similar questions on the grounds that I have already stated. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Chairman, I think I have already explained to you 
the obligation imposed upon us by the House of Represent: itives, 
which is to investigate un-American activities and un-American prop- 
aganda. I assure you, and I am sure that the Chair will agree, that 
that is our purpose in asking you these questions. Now, you could, if 
you would—I am sure that you have these facts—be of great service 
to your Congress, to the American people, if you would tell us some 
of the facts in connection with your employment here in Flint, Mich., 
in connection with the Communist Party, its directives and other 
matters involved in this field of activity. You say we are expressing 
our opinions. We ask you to express your opinion and give us facts. 

Mr. Cuarpvy. Is there a question still pending or has he declined to 
answer ? 

Mr. Tavenner. He declined to answer. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Ask your next question. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Were you connected in an official capacity at any 
time with the Labor Youth League ? 

Mr. Fax. I am going to decline that question on the same grounds 
that I stated and on this additional ground at this time. I was brought 
up like many other young people in this country and went to school 
as I explained to this committee, and I was taught something about 
American democracy. Frankly, I don’t like the idea of political 
peeping Toms. I am not going to become one. I don’t think that this 
committee is really acting in all fairness and in the interests of the 
American people. In fact, there is a strong indication here that there 
may be certain political considerations on the part of individual mem- 
bers to publicize their own campaigns. I am not interested in help- 
ing these individuals out, and frankly I feel that it is an invasion of 
everything that is decent in this country to ask me to start to go into 
this political peeping Tom business here, so I am going to decline. 

Mr. Criarpy. The question was, Are you a member of the LYL, 
with which you are thoroughly familiar? The uncalled for remarks 
you make have only served to aggravate the conduct that you have 
engaged in up to now. The Chair will tolerate very little more. Our 
patience is wearing very thin with you, sir, but I now command you, 
direct you, to either answer or decline to answer the question pending. 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman.) 

Mr. Faux. I will decline to answer that question, and I claim the 
same grounds as I stated at the beginning. 











55S6 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN 


Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 
Mr. Farx. I will decline to answer the $64 question on the same 
qarT ’ le t 17 ] tat 
i reviousiy stated 


Mr. Crarpy. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 


Mr. Farx. I will decline to answer that question for the same 
isons. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Any questions, Mr. Velde? 

Mr. Verpr. I have no further quest ions except to make this remark : 
The conduct of the witness and his refusal to answer the question per- 
taining to subversive activities—in which I feel certain he has been 
engaged—can only lead to the conclusion by me that he has been and 
possibly presently is engaged in subversive activities in an attempt 
to destroy this Government of the United States, which I am sure the 
great majo ity of the American people hold dear to their hearts. 

Mr. Crarpy. I have one final question: Are you now or have you 
ever been a member of any organization whose avowed purpose is the 
overthrow of this Government through the use of force and violence 
and ponder well before you make any answer. 

Mr. Faux. I will ask my attorney. 

Mr. Crarpy. You may do so. 

(At this point Mr. Falk conferred with Mr. Bragman. ) 

Mr. Fax. On advice I find that that question is materially the same 
as all of the others that I declined on, and for the same reasons I will 
decline. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Witness dismissed. The witnesses who were subpenaed 
for today and tomorrow will report here at the hearing room at 9: 30 
1. m. tomorrow morning. The committee will now recess until tomor- 
row morning. 

(Whereupon, at 4:40 p. m., the hearing was recessed until 9: 
Thursday, May 13, 1954.) 
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